
HOUSE. No. 52.

House of Representatives, March ,
1836,

The Committee of this House, to whom was referred the
order of 14th inst., directing “ to enquire and consider
if any new disposition or arrangement can be made of
the several documents, now in the state department,
relating to the services of revolutionary soldiers, by
which the evidence required by the war department,
of the national government, in issuing certificates for
pensions, under the pension law, may be more easily
procured, and the rights of just claimants promoted,’’
beg leave to

That they have attended to the subject assigned, and
are unanimously of opinion, that something may be done
to promote the object in view.

By inspecting the room, in which the papers and docu-
ments alluded to are now deposited, your Committee find
that a part of them are so arranged, that access can be had
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to the information contained, in a manner not very difficult;
but another part is in such a promiscuous mass, that to
elicit any required information therefrom, might occupy a
vast amount of time—then the search be still unsuccess-
ful ; yet the information wanted might be there.

Your Committee have enquired of the persons who
have been employed amongst these papers, how much
time they thought it would require to arrange, classify and
make indexes of all those documents, and have their opin-
ion, that it would require at least ten to twelve months’
labor of one man, at an expense of eight to ten hundred
dollars.

Possessing the above knowledge, your Committee have
turned their attention to information received from the
pension office in Washington, by which it appears, that
many claims for pensions,by soldiers of the Massachusetts
line, have been sent there, which could not be admitted,
for want of the necessary evidence, though the officers of
that office have reason to think, the claims are founded in
justice, but the written evidence required, cannot be had.
These officers think the evidence still exists, and would
take all the trouble and expense of bringing it to light, if
the papers were within their reach.

Your Committee are informed, that claims from the
state of New York were similarly situated not long ago,
and that, to remedy the evil, the whole of the papers of
this character, belonging to that state, were put in pos-
session of the war department at Washington ; and the
consequence is, that hundreds of claims have been sub-
stantiated, which never could have been proved, but by
in assortment, classification, filing and indexing, such as
was entered into with those papers by that department.
Ml this w’as done by, and at the expense of, the national
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government, and these papers are now in a complete state
of preservation, easy of access in every part, and so ar-
ranged that it requires but a short time to tell whether
any required information or evidence is contained in them
or not.

Your Committee are strongly impressed with the idea,
that a disposition of our papers, similar to that adopted by
New York, would be very beneficial to all the parties
concerned, and they would beg to state that there are
more parties interested in this subject than the members
of the house may generally be aware of. They are in-
formed that, “ at this moment, from three to five hundred
claims are suspended or rejected, for want of, or waiting
for, documentary proof. This proof has been applied for,
time after time, and as often answers have been returned,
that 4it does not appear ’ that they (the claimants) ever
served, though, in many instances, their declarations are
sustained by living and cotemporaneous witnesses, who
served in other companies, of which the rolls exist, and
on which their names are found besides, there is a large
portion of those who have been admitted upon parole
evidence, which have been suspended, and will remain so
until evidence is produced of their service from those
records.

The Committee also find, that there are many natives
of this Commonwealth, who served in the revolutionary
war, who have long since removed to other parts of the
Union, and now have just claims to the bounty of the
general government, but who know not how to obtain the
necessary evidence. Were these papers all in the hands
of the secretary of war, there would be no necessity for
any claimant, no matter whether he lived within or with-
out the Commonwealth, to do more than write a letter
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stating the circumstances of his service, and, if there are
any documents in existence which coroborate his state-
ment, the pension is granted immediately, if those evi-
dences bring the claimant within the provision of any
of the laws.

As to the necessity which exists, that these papers
should be placed in the hands of the General Govern-
ment, and the care which will be taken of them, and the
terms on which they will be received if so placed, your
committee cannot give any clearer information to the
house, than by quoting part of a letter, written by a
gentleman who is believed to be at the head of the pen-
sion office. He says, “If the rolls could be deposited
in this department, it would greatly facilitate the exami-
nation of claims, guard the department against fraud and
imposition, and enable us to do justice to the honest
claimants.”

“ The principal part of the valuable papers and books
of this office are deposited in fire proof rooms, where
those rolls, if sent here, could also be lodged. I can
assure you that the possession of these rolls by this de-
partment, would be of great service, and if the State
should be unwilling to permit the department to have
permanent possession of them, the privilege of referring
to them, for two or three years, while engaged in the
investigation of revolutionary claims, would be desirable
and justly appreciated.”

Your committee feel so fully satisfied that these papers
should be permitted to be in the hands of the secretary
of war, that they think it a subject of deep regret that
they have not been placed there long ago. The aggre-
gate of fees paid by the veterans for proof, which should
have been put in their possession without price, amounts
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to a large sum, and though those who received them,
probably, had labor enough for all the pay they got; yet
such a tax levied from such men, ought not to continue
after the knowledge is obtained of its character, and that
the system can be so easily and beneficially changed.

Though your committee will recommend that these
papers may be allowed to be taken to Washington, yet
they would advise against surrendering the property in
them. The future historian may need some of them,
and as Massachusetts furnishes a fair proportion of inter-
esting subjects for his pen, she ought to preserve every
thing of a documentary character that will throw any
light on those subjects. By adopting the course now
advised, these papers will be put in a complete state of
preservation, a state in which they certainly are not at
present.

JAMES BOYD, .

Chairman of Committee.





and Thirty-Six.

RESOLVES

Relating to the Evidence of Revolutionary Services.

Whereas, This Legislature has reason to believe, that
the interests of many of the surviving soldiers of the Rev-
olution would be much promoted, by placing certain evi-
dences of their services in the hands of the National
Government, which are now in the care of the Secretary
of this Commonwealth. Therefore

Resolved , That the Secretary of State is hereby au-
thorized and directed, to loan to the Secretary of War of
the United States, all papers, books, and documents of
every kind and character, now under his care, which re-
late to the services of soldiers in the army of the revolu-
tion, and which may be selected by said Secretary of
War, or his authorized agent, as being necessary and use-
ful in carrying into effect the pension laws of the Uni-
ted States.

In the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
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Resolved, That as a condition of the loan above au-
thorized, the United States’ government in receiving the
same, will direct, that every possible reasonable precau-
tion will be used, to prevent the exposure of said papers
to damage, or destruction by fire or water, as well, dur-
ing the transmission of the same, between Boston and
Washington, as in the manner of their deposite in the lat-
ter city; and that said papers, books, and documents, will
all be returned to the possession of the Secretary of this
Commonwealth, together with all indexes, bindings, fil-
ings, or other improvements that may be made thereon,
at any time such return may be directed, by vote of the
Legislature of this Commonwealth, after three years from
the passage of these Resolves.

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to
send a copy of these Resolutions to the Secretary of
War, at Washington, and to inform him, that his letter,
stating his knowledge of these Resolutions, and request-
ing the papers, books, and documents alluded to therein,
to be delivered to any person he may designate, will be
all the formality required to put his agent in possession of
the same.


