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AN ACT

Concerning Special Judges of Probate.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. There shall hereafter be one special
2 judge of probate for each county of this Common-
-3 wealth, who shall be appointed by the Governor and
4 Council, and shall hold his office during good be-
-5 havior; and he shall perform all the duties of the
6 judge of probate in case of a vacancy in that office,
7 by death or resignation; and also in case of the ab-
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In the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Seven.
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8 sence of the judge of probate from sickness or other
9 cause: and when the judge of probate is interested

10 in any matter to he adjudicated, said special judge
11 shall have jurisdiction therein concurrently with the
12 probate court of the most ancient adjoining county.

J Sec. 2. And said special judge, as a cotnpensa-
-2 tion for his services in case of such vacancy, shall
3 receive, from the Treasury of the Commonwealth, a
4 sum bearing the same proportion to the number of
5 courts he may hold, as the yearly salary of the judge
6 bears to the whole number of probate courts annually
7 holden in his county : in case of the absence or in-
-8 terest of the judge, said special judge shall receive
9 from the judge a like compensation out of his salary.
1 Sec. 3. No special judge shall act as counsel in
2 any matter relating to, or growing out of, any decree
3 or order made by him ; nor shall he act as judge in
4 any case in which he is interested, or in which he
5 has been of counsel.


