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REKCI

Hodse of Representatives, Jan. 18, 1837.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of printing the
Journal of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts in
1774 and 1775, and such other papers connected there-
with as will illustrate the patriotic exertions of Massachu-
setts in the revolutionary contest.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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House of Representatives, Feb. 8, 1837.

The Committee on the Judiciary, instructed to inquire
into the expediency of printing the Journal of the Pro-
vincial Congress of Massachusetts in 1774 and 1775,
with such papers connected therewith, as will illustrate
the patriotic exertions of the State in the war of the
revolution, have considered the subject, and

The first Provincial Congress of Massachusetts was or-
ganized at Salem, Oct. 7, 1774, and was formed by the
members of the General Court discharged from atten-
dance by the proclamation of Gov. Gage, and of delegates
specially elected by the towns. Sessions were held by
adjournment at Concord and Cambridge, and it was dis-
solved Dec. 10, 1774.

The second Congress assembled at Cambridge, Feb. 1,
1775, and after two sessions at Concord, and one session

at Watertown, was dissolved May 29, 1775.
The third Congress convened at Watertown, on the

31st of May, 1775, and was dissolved on the 19th of July
following.
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REPORT.
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The Journals of each session of these assemblies, with
the exception of a few pages relating to the encourage-
ment of manufactures, which have been lost, but which
could now be restored, are in the archives of the Com-
monwealth.

They are noble records of the most glorious period of
our history. Long before the march to Lexington called
the citizens to arms, the members of the first Congress had
takenfmeasures for vigorous resistance of oppression, and
the state of preparation in which the country was found
on the summons to war, is principally to be attributed to
their wise precaution. Their successors conducted affairs
in those times, when the authority of the crown had been
overthrown, and the people, before a constitution had
been framed, were without other government than that
originated by themselves, and obeyed by voluntary con-
sent. The Journals contain much more than the formal
entries of votes. On their pages are spread manly re-
monstrances against usurpation, eloquent appeals to the
nation to maintain chartered rights, and bold vindication
of the principles of liberty. They bring to us the very
thoughts and words of the fathers of the revolution as

they rose on their minds and came from their lips,—as
among the few remaining original records of those who
directed the commencement of the war of independence,
they are of deep interest to the historian, the statesman,

and the patriot, and this interest is neither temporary or

limited. It will increase and be extended, as long as the
principles of those who secured the enjoyment of civil
and religious freedom shall be cherished.

That such memorials should be preserved cannot be
doubted. A single manuscript copy of the Journals is in

the secretary’s office, and is the only one in existence.
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It may be destroyed by fire, or perish by other casualty.
Some portions were once published in the newspapers of
the times. But the greater part of the proceedings of
each session of the Congress were necessarily private.
Injunctions of secresy were often laid on the members.
Assembling in the immediate vicinity of the fleet and
army of the king, many resolutions adopted at the early
meetings, were of a character which their military neigh-
bors would have considered treasonable enough to have
forfeited the lives of the movers and advocates, had they
been promulgated. The entire Journals have never yet
been published. The Committee regard it as an act of
justice to the memory of the patriots of the revolution,
that the record of their exertions should be now printed,
that it may thus be secured from the possibility of de-
struction by accident.

There are papers, properly connected with the Journal,
which it would be desirable to preserve. The instruc-
tions of the several towns to their delegates, breathe
an enthusiastic spirit of liberty, and are in animated
and energetic language. The votes in relation to in-
dependence prove that many of the municipal commu-
nities were ready to give “fife, fortune and honor’’ for
freedom, long before the pledge was repeated, almost in
their own words, by the declaration of the fourth of July.
A judicious selection from these and similar documents,
would add much to the value of the work.

The Journal would make about 500 printed octavo
pages. The only objection to the publication is the ex-
pense. Had the men of ’74, whose doings are recorded
on its pages, estimated, in dollars, the cost of indepen-
dence, we might have been spared the charge of perpetu-
ating the recollection of their worth. Or had they inquir-
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ed, how much the gratitude of posterity could afford to
bestow in honor of their memories, they might, in view
of their own sacrifices, have fixed the sum higher than
the printer’s bill for the copy of the Journal of their acts.

Believing the publication would be useful to the com-
munity, and honorable to the Commonwealth, the Com-
mittee recommend the passage of the accompanying Re-
solve.

For the Committee.

WILLIAM LINCOLN.



RESOLVE
For Printing the Journal of the Provincial Congress.

Resolved , That the Governor be authorized to procure
the publication, for the use of the Commonwealth, of
fifteen hundred copies of the Journals of each Provincial
Congress of Massachusetts, with such papers, connected
therewith, as illustrate the patriotic exertions of the peo-
ple of the State in the revolutionary contest. To be
distributed, when published, in the same manner as the
general laws are now distributed.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Seven.
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