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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General
Court assembled :

The subscribers, inhabitants of East Bridgewater, in the
county of Plymouth, would respectfully represent, that
they are informed there is before your honorable bodies
a petition of Ithamar Conkey and others, to be made a
corporation, for the purpose of carrying on the business of
making carriages at Amherst, in the county of Hampshire.
They are aware, that cases may exist, where individual
enterprise is unequal to the accomplishment of important
public undertakings, and also to the carrying on of private
business, necessarily requiring a large amount of capital,
and where a grant of corporate powers may be convenient
and necessary. But in other cases, where no such neces-
sity exists, corporations are an evil, inasmuch as they tend
to monopolies, and affect injuriously the less affluent por-
tions of the community. The subscribers are opposed to
the petition referred to, because they believe that no
preference should be given unnecessarily, to any in-
dividuals, carrying on a particular branch of business, by
laws exempting them from liabilities, to which others,
carrying on the same business, arc subject—because the
tendency of the proposed incorporation would be to with-
draw employment, and proportionably the means of sup-
port from individuals of small capital for the benefit of
others ; and because the business in question will be car-
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ried on with more safety to the public, when the persons
concerned in it are liable for their debts in their individ-
ual capacity, than when only as corporators. Wherefore
for these and other reasons, the subscribers respectfully
remonstrate against the petition of said Conkey and others,
and request that the same may not be granted.

East Bridgewater , Feb. 22, 1837.
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Charles Rogers, John Janes,
Nath a ni Cross, Isaac S. Washburn,
Bartholomew Trow, Samuel D. Smith,
Isaac Nutter, Levi Nye,
Ellis Holmes, Bailey Allen,
George C. Eliott, William G. Marston,
Jacob Folsom, Samuel P. Newhall,
Bartholomew Trow, Jr. Isaac Packard,
John B. Blake, William Bird,
Samuel P. Condon, Eli Holt,
George P. Folsom, N. H. Cross.



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , in General
Court now assembled:

The undersigned, citizens of Salem, respectfully rep-
resent, that they have witnessed with surprise and regret,
a bill reported to incorporate the Amherst Carriage Com-
pany, and beg leave to express some of the reasons that
have led us to remonstrate against the passage of such an
act.

First, That we believe it subversive of equal rights to
grant corporative powers, except in such cases as the wants
of the community shall imperiously demand. This we
believe not to be one of those cases.

Secondly, That it will be injurious to the interest of a
large class of citizens, who are now, and have long been
engaged in this business, and have spared no expense in
bringing it to that state of perfection to which it has
arrived in this country.

Thirdly, That although we do not fear competition in
this or any other business from private individuals, yet
we have reason to fear that a corporation, if one is per-
mitted to exist for this purpose, may take advantage of
their “ powers and privileges,” to crush the small estab-
lishments that now exist; that they may have entire con-
trol of the market, and, should our fears be realized, this
case would not be unprecedented. For these and many
other reasons that will readily occur to the minds of those
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John D. Hunt, coach and gig builders,
Joseph Hunt, “ “ “

John Mackie, “ “ “

Daniel Potter, carriage-smith,
William Y. Ashby, carriage maker,
Stephen S. Bradley, coach and chaise trimmer,
I. D. P. Coles, harness maker,
Jonathan Ward, coach and chaise maker,
Alfred Wiswell, “ u trimmer,
Joseph D. Sadler, “ “ painter,
George E. Murphy, harness maker,
Henry Barbour, chaise and harness maker,
Ebenezer G. Burbank, carriage painter,
Simeon Marchant, “ “a

Martin Camell, chaise and harness maker,
Francis Hatch, “ “ “u

Hazzen Chamberlin, coach and chaise maker,
John Chamberlin, “ “ “u u

Henry G. Tuttle, chaise trimmer,
John Tuttle, “ “U

Samuel Noah, wheelwright,
John Chipman, harness maker,
Fenton Watson, collar maker,
Otis Watson, “ “

Ebenezer N. Price, coach and gig builder,
James L. Bott, U

James Parnell, coach and chaise maker,
Edward Caswell, wheelwright,
Moses Davidson, coach and chaise painter,
Abner Goodhue, carriage-smith,
Richard Cults,
Henry S. Boring, coach and chaise maker,
Edward D. Boring, “ “ “ce u

who give the subject their serious attention, we respect-
fully but earnestly pray that said report may not be ac-
cepted.
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J. W. Hooker, coach and chaise maker,
R. B. Brown, “ “ “UU C C

F. A. Carlton, chaise and harness maker,
G. W. Bennet, “ “ “u a

Joseph Smith, wheelwright,
Nathaniel P. Morse, coach and gig trimmer,
William Mayner, “ “ “« 11

Stephen Daniels, coach maker,
Henry Mclntire, “ “

John Walker, “ “

Samuel Tufts, “ u

George H. Floneycomb, carriage-smith,
Philip Hammond, harness maker,
Stephen Burchmore, Jr., carriage-smith,
John P. Harvey, coach and chaise maker,
Benjamin Bray, “ “ “u u

Theodore Brown, “ “ “

Joshua Loring, “ “ “

Nathan B. Marsh, carriage-smith,
Daniel B. Fellows, “

John J. Centre, “

James Ballard, carriage painter,
Benjamin Cutts, spring maker,




