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House of Representatives, Jan. 30, 1838.

The Committee on Agriculture, having, by instruction of
the House, considered the expediency of allowing a
bounty for the production of Wheat, ask leave to sub-
mit the following

It has long been a subject of regret, if not of reproach,
that the state of Massachusetts—a state, whose soil is
believed to be capable of sustaining more than double its
present population—should be indebted to other states,
and to foreign countries, for a very large part of the ma-
terial, which forms the first and most necessary article of
subsistence,—Bread. The stubbornness of some por-
tions of her soil ; the supposed incapacity of other por-
tions to produce sufficient crops of grain to recompense
the cost and labor of cultivation ; the severity and long
continuance of winter ; the slow and reluctant approach
of summer ; and the early return of disastrous and fatal
frosts in autumn, have operated as a discouragement to
the farmer : and, if he has not been seduced by fairer
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of his skill and industry inpromises to hazard the succes:

the milder climate and kinder
he has, in too many instance

oil of the western states
it is feared, suffered his

that, which should be theattention to be diverted Irom

primary object of his pursuit, by hopes of realizing speed-
ier and greater profits in more flattering yet not less
doubtful experiments.

An opinion, that the soil of New England cannot be
made to produce grain enough to feed its population,
has too long been prevalent in this Commonwealth. We
believe this opinion to be erroneous. We believe that
the owners of the soil have been too ready to admit its
soundness, and that they have not examined the ground
on which it rests, with that intelligence and shrewdness,
which they are wont to exercise on subjects generally
presented for their investigation. We wish to prevail
upon them to examine this question once more,—to re-
view the circumstances in which it had its origin,—and
to bring it to the test of a bold and faithful experiment.
With this view, and to effect so desirable an object, we
are unanimously of opinion, that the Legislature would
do wisely to encourage the agriculturist once more to
turn his serious attention to the cultivation of grain ; and,
because success in such an enterprise is a blessing, in
which the whole Commonwealth may participate with the
successful individual, it seems to be just and proper that
the Commonwealth should, for its share of the benefit,
reward the individual, by the granting of a liberal bounty
for his exertions as a public benefactor.

The committee regret that they are not in possession
of any returns ol a recent date, from which they 7 can
make a satisfactory calculation of the quantity of grain
raised in the state for several years past. The returns of
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the assessors, made to the Valuation Committee in 1830,
is the onlj document of this character to which they have
had access. From the statements in those returns, no
warrantable inference can be drawn as to the amount
raised the last year ;—for it is not doubted that the pro-
duction of all the grains, which are used for human food,

that period. According to
the entire quantity of wheat
in 1830, was only 16,073

3,177 bushels was produced
and of those 5,177 bushels,

has greatly increased since
the returns above mentioned
raised in the Comrnonwealtl
bushels. Of this quantity,
in the county of Berkshire:
the town of Sheffield had the honor of producing 1,014.
Of the whole amount of wheat raised in that year, as
above slated,

The County of Suffolk produced
Essex “ 3,916
Middlesex “ 312
Worcester “ 3,075
Hampden “ 1,746

“ Hampshire t! 687
“ Franklin “ 960
“ Berkshire “ 5,177
“ Norfolk “ 41
“ Bristol “ 16
“ Plymouth “ 29
“ Barnstable and Dukes 214
“ Nantucket

it is not its the power of the committee to state, with
perfect accuracy, the amount of the dour, w hich is import-
ed into the state for the consumption of its inhabitants
but they are in possession of facts, which lead to conclu-
sions that cannot be far distant from the truth. During
the year 1837, there were imported into the port of Bos-
ton alone 423,246 barrels of flour. During the last eight
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years, the aggregate of the importation was 3,108,942
barrels—making an annual average of 388,619 barrels.
The details, from which we have prepared this statement,
show, that there has been, for four years, a regular annual
increase of importations of flour, and that the importation
of other coarser kinds of meal and grain, such as rye,
corn, oats, &c., has increased in about the same ratio.

It is presumed that the imports of flour into Salem,
Newburyport, New Bedford, Nantucket, and other smaller
ports, equal at least one third of those at the port of Boston.
Large quantities of flour find their way up Connecticut
river, for the supply of the towns on its borders and those
in the vicinity. And there is, finally, an almost perpetual
transportation by means of wagons, from Troy, Albany,
and Hudson, into the county of Berkshire, for the supply
not only of the inhabitants of that county, but for con-
sumption by the people of many towns in the counties of
Franklin, Hampshire, and Hampden. When all the im-
ports by these various channels are taken into the calcula-
tion, it is presumed that the amount of the flour thus brought
into the state, is not less than that which is known to be
brought into the port of Boston. But, admitting that the
quantity equals only two thirds of the Boston importation,
it will then appear that our annual import of flour is
705,410 barrels.

Now, if we suppose that a part of the flour imported
into Boston, should be transported (as it undoubtedly is)
to the adjoining states of Vermont and New Hampshire,
and possibly a larger quantity to Maine, yet it is not be-
lieved that the whole amount thus carried out of the
state exceeds 5410 barrels. There then remains for
consumption in our own Commonwealth, 700,000 barrels;
and it will be perceived, that this number corresponds
(within a very small fraction) to the number of our
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inhabitants—giving one barrel of flour for the annual con-
sumption of each individual ; and this is believed to be a
very near approximation to the actual truth.

The average price of flour, for the last three years, has
been a fraction over ten dollars a barrel; but placing it at
the lowest possible average, (ten dollars) it is manifest
that the inhabitants of Massachusetts pay for the article
of flour alone, to other states, the very handsome sum of
7,000,000 of dollars a year. This declaration may, at
first, appear startling, and almost incredible. It is one,
which should make the ears of every farmer who hears it
tingle ; but the committee have no doubt that its truth is
demonstrable, and that any intelligent man, who will take
the trouble to review the facts, and compare them with
these calculations, will arrive at the same conclusions.
The committee, themselves, would have doubted, if inves-
tigation and research had not placed the result beyond
all questionable limits.

Viewing this subject in its relation to the interests of
all classes of our population, the committee have no hesi-
tation in recommending to the House of Representatives,
the passage of a law, that shall give a bounty on the pro-
duction of wheat; and they, accordingly, herewith re-
port a bill for that purpose. If it should be objected, that,
the bounty proposed will produce a call on the treasury of
the Commonwealth, disproportioned to the value and im-
portance of the improvement, which it is desired and ex-
pected to effect, let it be remembered that the amount of
bounty cannot, in any supposable case, be more than an
insignificant trifle in comparison with the immense sum,
which the people pay for imported bread stuffs. Admit-
ting that the call upon the treasury, for this bounty,
should amount to $lOO,OOO,—although it would not
probably amount to more than $BO,OOO,—what is that,
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when it is considered that it is so much abstracted from
seven millions of dollars, which we pay to the farmers, or
to the speculators and monopolizers, of other states ? Let
it be remembered, too, that this sum of $lOO,OOO cannot
be drawn from the treasury, on the principle of the bill
reported, for a less quantity of wheat than 750,000 bush-
els ; and in the same proportion for a larger or smaller
amount. Furthermore, be it remembered, that whatever
sum may be paid out for this purpose, is distributed
among our own people, and to a class of citizens, whose
labors will produce an effect more permanent, than may
be apparent to a hasty and superficial observer. The
proper preparation of land for a crop of wheat, will ensure
a succession of crops of the same article for several years.
If the soil be suitably manured with lime, and arrange-
ments made for an alternation of crops, no further ma-
nuring will be required (if an inference may be deduced
from the successful practice of the great wheat-growing
state of Pennsylvania,) for a term of ten or twelve years.
Once more, let the people be reminded, that, in the case
supposed, after admitting that the plentifulness of the
crop of wheat may reduce the price, as it naturally will,
the crop of 750,000 bushels would still, in any possible
event, be worth that number of dollars ; and, consequent-
ly, after deducting from the value of the crop the sum

paid out in bounties, there is then remaining the sum of
six hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be added to the
aggregate wealth of the community.

If the utility of legislative encouragement to agriculture
has ever been questionable, it is presumed to be so no lon-
ger in this Commonwealth. The incalculable benefits that
have been derived from the premiums awarded by agri-
cultural societies, for a series of years, sufficiently manifest
the wisdom and forecast of the Legislature in thus liber-
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ally endowing those institutions. The bounties more re-
cently offered for the encouragement of the culture of
silk and the sugar-beet, equally demonstrate the wisdom
of that paternal policy, which induced the civil fathers of
the Commonwealth to extend a fostering care and guar-
dianship to those branches of husbandry. The institu-
tion of an Agricultural Survey, and a generous appro-
priation for the support of a Commissioner, is also an
illustration of legislative munificence, which is entitled
to the grateful remembrance of the community. The
example of the state of Maine affords an argument, which
should not be kept out of sight, in the consideration of
this subject. The operation of the law of that state,
passed in January 1837, has been most salutary. The
committee learn from a letter in their possession, from
the secretary of Maine, that though the amount of wheat
raised in the state during the last year has not been offi-
cially ascertained, it was believed to be nearly a million
of bushels.

In thus presenting this subject to the House of Repre-
sentatives, the committee are not aware that their views
are in any degree extravagant, or their calculations falla-
cious. They have been desirous that their enthusiasm
should be qualified with sobriety ; and that their zeal for
the improvement and success of that art, which is most
natural to man, and without which all other arts would
avail but little as means of happiness and comfort, should
not overstep the limits of prudence and good policy.
Without further comment or apology, they recommend the
passage of the accompanying bill.

JOSEPH T. BUCKINGHAM.

direction of the Committee
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AN ACT

To encourage the production of Wheat.

Be it enacted by the Senate and blouse of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority
of the same,

asfolloivs :

1 Sec. 1. There shall be allowed and paid, as a
2 bounty to the person, who shall raise fifteen bushels
3 of well cleansed wheat, two dollars—and for every
4 additional bushel, above fifteen bushels, five cents,
5 from the treasury of the city or town, where said per-
(j son shall reside.
1 Sec. 2. Before any person shall be entitled to re-

-2 ceive the bounty herein provided, he shall prove, to

3 the satisfaction of the treasurer of the city or town, in
4 which such person shall reside, that tiie same was
5 raised, or caused to be raised, by him, and shall pro-
-6 duce a certificate, signed and sworn to as follows:

©omtnontoeaUJ) of Jilaßßadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.
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8 Ido hereby certify, that I have raised within the
9 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, during the year

10 , bushels of well cleansed wheat, for
] 1 which I claim the bounty provided by law therefor.
12 1 further certify, that said wheat is my property, and
13 has not received a bounty from the treasurer of any
14 city or town whatever.

Signed.15
ss. On this16 day of ■, per-

sonally appeared the above named ■, and17
made solemn oath that the above certificate by him
subscribed is true.

18
19
20 Before me
21 , Justice of the Peace.

1 Sec. 3. The treasurers of the several cities and
towns may keep an account of the money by them paid
out by virtue of this act, and present the same, verified
by oath to the secretary of the Commonwealth, to be
by him laid before the governor, who is hereby author-
ized, with the advice of council, to draw a warrant on
the treasury for the reimbursement of the money so
paid out: Provided, no claim for such reimbursement
shall be allowed, which is not presented previous to the
last day of January, next after the production of the
wheat, for which a bounty shall be claimed.

2
3
4
5
6

V

8
9

10
11

Sec. 4. The sum of one hundred dollars shall be
paid to the person who shall raise in any county in
this Commonwealth in any one year, the greatest
quantity of well cleansed wheat, not less than five
hundred bushels, on one farm, and present a satisfac-
tory certificate thereof, verified by oath, to the secre-

1
2

3
4
6
6
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7 tary of the Commonwealth, to be by him laid before
8 the governor, who is hereby authorized, with advice
9 of council, to draw a warrant on the treasury therefor.
1 Sec. 5. All persons, residing in unincorporated
2 places, upon presenting the certificates required by the
3 second section of this act, to the treasurer of the near-
-4 est incorporated town, shall be entitled to the same
6 bounty, as persons residing in said town.


