
HOUSE....No. Si.

Commomutalifj of jttagoattmocttg.

A d jutant  G e n e r a l ’s O f f ic e , > 
Boston, Dec. 30, 1837. \

His Excellency E dw ard  E v e r e t t .

S ir :— As no other troops are now required to be or
dered out for review, except the cavalry artillery, light 
infantry, riflemen, and grenadiers, the only returns which 
are made to this office, of the number and condition of 
the militia, are those based on the inspection of all. the 
companies in May, and of the volunteer corps in the au
tumn. The former have been duly received, from the 
Major Generals of the several Divisions, in conformity to 
the act passed at the last session of the Legislature; but 
many of the Brigade Majors having failed to transmit 
theirs, within the prescribed time, I have been compelled 
to rely entirely on those of the Major General’s, in pre
paring the abstract of the annual returns, required by law 
to be made to the President of the United States and the 
Commander in Chief of the Commonwealth ; and as sev
eral of them were incomplete, in consequence of the neg
lect of the commanders of thirty-four companies and two 
regiments to forward returns to their respective Colonels
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and Brigadier Generals, the deficiency thus occasioned, 
in the total number of enrolled men, has been estimated 
from such data as this office afforded ; still, the accompa
nying return may be considered as presenting a more ac
curate statement of the whole militia, than those of the 
three preceding years. It is not, however, so complete 
as is desirable, but a nearer approximation to exactness 
cannot be attained, until each returning officer shall more 
faithfully discharge the duties which he voluntarily as
sumes, and which he so solemnly pledges himself to per
form, when he receives a commission.

As the act of the 20th of last April, which provides 
that every white male citizen between the ages of fifteen 
and forty-five—with but few exceptions— “ shall be in
cluded in the military returns,”  did not go into operation, 
until after the spring inspection, it has not been possible 
to ascertain the number of persons thereby required to be 
added to the muster rolls of the state, or can it be done, 
until after the reception of the Divisionary Returns for 
next year.

The importance of revising the laws in such a manner 
as to insure a more efficient organization of the militia, 
was so fully presented in a report, which was submitted 
to you last winter, it only remains to state, that the ex
perience of another year has tended to produce a more 
perfect conviction of the urgent necessity of adopting the 
basis of arrangement which was therein recommended. 
It is, therefore, respectfully suggested, that the attention 
of the Legislature be specially called to this subject; for 
it is so intimately connected with all our political institu
tions, and has such a direct bearing on our national exist
ence, that when maturely considered, it is confidently be
lieved, such a system can and will be formed as shall ful-
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fil all the conditions, which the great interests of the 
state, and the liherties, peace, and safety, of the people 
demand, without being unnecessarily oppressive and ex
pensive in its operation, either to the citizen or the gov
ernment.

The Return of the Quarter Master General’s Depart
ment is also enclosed.

Under the Act of Congress of April, 1808, for arming 
and equipping the whole body of the Militia of the Uni
ted States, the following ordnance stores have been re
ceived, during the present year, from the Ordnance De
partment, and deposited in the State Arsenals at Cam
bridge and Boston,— being the quota due this Common
wealth up to December 31st, 1836.

477 Muskets and Bayonets.
477 Bayonet Scabbards and Belts.
477 Cartridge Boxes and Belts.
477 Screw Drivers.
477 Spare Flint Caps.
477 Wipers.

47 Spring Vices.
47 Ball Screws,

8 Six-pounder Field Gun-carriages, with implements 
and equipments complete.

4 Caissons.
12 Sets of Artillery Harness, for four horses each, the 

whole being valued at $12,260, and equal to 
943 1-13 muskets.

The condemned iron and brass cannon and other un
serviceable military stores, which were directed to be 
sold, by the Orders of Council of September 8, 1835, and 
April 17, 1837, have been disposed of at auction, and the
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net proceeds, amoun.ed to $6,038 77-100, which I was 
authorized to expend in the purchase of field pieces and 
other articles for the equipment of the artillery. In con
formity thereto, twelve brass six-pounders have been re
cently received from the foundry in South Boston. They 
are from models furnished by the War Department, and 
have been cast undei the immediate direction of an expe
rienced officer of the Ordnance Corps, who for two years 
has been prosecutirg experiments at the above named 
works and Mr. Amts’, in Springfield, for the purpose of 
rendering this important military arm equal to those, 
which are manufactured in the most celebrated establish
ments in Europe; and in both places with complete suc
cess, much to the credit of the enterprising proprietors, 
for the science and skill they have evinced, in one of the 
most difficult of the arts. For excellence of pattern, per
fection in the combination of the metals used, and fidelity 
of workmanship, they are superior to any guns hitherto 
made in this country. The cost of the guns was $5,326 
20-100, and there has been paid for shot and repairs on 
field pieces, which had been long in use, and for other 
work, $306 20-100, making an aggregate expenditure of 
$5,632 40-100 out of the funds appropriated for these 
purposes, and leaving a balance of $406 37-100, which 
can be applied in such manner, as the Commander in 
Chief may deem most beneficial to the militia.

I have the honor to be,

With the highest respect,

Your most ob’t servant,

H. A. S. DEARBORN,
Adjt. and Act’g Q. M. GenH.


