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House of Representatives, March , 1838.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was committed
the petition of the Trustees of Amherst College for pe-
cuniary aid, having heard the petitioners, and duly con-
sidered the matter referred to them, beg leave to offer
the following

The same petitioners have now been before the Legisla-
ture for several successive years, and have uniformly receiv-
ed from committees reports favorable to the prayer of their
petition ; but from various causes have as uniformly failed
of success in the action of the House. The committee,
(upon reading the eloquent and conclusive report pre-
sented to the Senate of last year, by the present president
of that legislative branch, and being aware of its final ill-
success,) cannot but feel a diffidence in again making an
attempt to sustain the prayer of the petitioners, yet being
unanimous in their opinion of the justice of the claim, and
of the expediency of granting the required aid, they ven-
ture again to offer some important suggestions.

The institution commenced in the year 1821, under the
name of the Amherst Collegiate Institute, and was incor-
porated in the year 1825 as Amherst College. Since that
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time it has been gradually gaining public favor, and im-
proving in usefulness and classical advantages. Remote
from the temptations and vices of a city, it is situated in
the bosom of the most beautiful valley of New England.
It is separated by an hundred hills from those chilling
ocean blasts, which bring on their wings consumption,
disease and death to the sedentary student. It is sur-
rounded by a population chiefly agricultural, and affords
a means of education to their sons, at once abundant, eco-
nomical, and near their paternal homes.

At the time when this institution received its collegiate
charter, very many prejudices existed against it. It was
urged that such an institution was not needed,—and it was
feared, that if it were successful, it would be at the ex-
pense of other more time-honored literary institutions.
Your committee believe, that the lapse of time has entire-
ly prostrated all the objections which were then urged
against its charter. The annually increased numbers
which have flocked to its halls, have proved that the col-
lege was needed, and neither Williams College nor Har-
vard University have suffered from any cause, which can
be traced to any malign influence emanating from Am-
herst.

At that same time, (1825,) so great was the prejudice ex-
hibited against the college, that every possible argument
wasemployed,which couldbesupposed tohave the slightest
influence, to induce the members of the Legislature to
refuse its petition. Among them, one was advanced,—
based so entirely on a disregard of the principles and prac-
tice of our fathers, and such a neglect of our own inter-
est, that we are now astonished that it could have ever
found any favor. It was, that such an institution, if suc-
cessful, would need legislative assistance; and under the
influence of such an argument, the state which had given
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over $400,000 to Harvard University, nearly $56,000 to
Williams College, $70,000 to Bowdoin College, over

$600,000 to various academies, and had granted $1,000,-
000 to a school fund, was called upon to repudiate this
youngest child, and deprive it, at its birth, of any claim for
a patrimony. A clause was therefore inserted in its char-
ter, which provided, in effect, that Amherst College
should never base any future claim for aid upon the ground
that the Legislature, by chartering the institution, became
its parent, and therefore was bound to support its own
child.

The institution has never received one cent from the
state since its foundation , and is the only public lit-

erary institution thus situated. Thus it appears
that the revivifying streams of public bounty, which have
thus watered the thriving plants of popular education
throughout Massachusetts and Maine, are to be dammed
up and not suffered to flow through the valley of the
Connecticut :—that the sons of Hampshire, w'ho have
been no niggards of their means to forward the glorious
cause of literature, piety and virtue, are now shut out
from receiving their share of the public favor, and are told
to trust to their own fountains to nourish the fruitful
plant which has sprung up among them.

Amherst College does not now ask for aid, on the
ground, from which it was excluded by that invidious clause
inserted in its charter. It places itself on higher ground ;

it takes a more dignified stand. It asks you to look at
its merits. It points to its gradual increase of students,
from fifty-six in 1821, to two hundred and fifty-six in
1836;—it points to its increase of advantages in the in-
creased number of its professors and tutors, —its increased
number of buildings,—its enlarged library and philosophi-
cal apparatus. It brings before you its public advantages,
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and shows you the sons of the yeomanry of Hampshire and
the western counties, educated in its peaceful halls, and
imbued with the pious and moral principles, which are the
strong characteristics of New England men, and NewEng-
land institutions, —and who are now spread abroad, min-
isters of our Christian religion, ornaments of our learned
professions, or, more than all, highly qualified teachers of
our common schools;—thus disseminating knowledge,
virtue and piety,—and that too without any aid from a
Commonwealth thus widely benefited.

But if the narrow-minded policy of 1825 did attempt
to exclude Amherst College from the literary family of
Massachusetts, by declaring that it should never urge its
parentage as a claim to favor, still that very Legislature,
though discarding it as a child by birth, made it a child by
adoption. It reserved the right, (a right still held and
exercised,) of choosing on the part of the state five out of
the seventeen trustees of the college,—and also a right to
control, alter, &c. the charter whenever the Legislature
should see fit. Is not, then, the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts the father by adoption of this institution, and
shall she shower all her favors upon other seminaries?

We profess to live under a republican government.
We profess to live under an equality of privileges. What
specimen of this equality is it to add gift to gift, endow-
ment to endowment, upon that institution, at which, from
its local situation, and other circumstances, the sons of
the wealthy and opulent alone seem to congregate, W'hile
to the institution which professes to educate the son of
the farmer and of the mechanic, and of the man of mode-
rate means, we shut our hands and turn our backs ?—Can
this be obedience to the wise councils of our fathers ?

Can this he preserving the pure simplicity of our coun-
try’s habits ?



71838. HOUSE—No. 43.

But it may be urged, if the college has been thus pa-
tronized ; if it has, by its own energies, or the assistance
of its friends, thus increased its professors, its library, its
general advantages, what need is there of public aid ?

The question is pertinent, and merits an answer. Ex-
perience has shewn, that tuition fees and other sums re-
ceived from the students, in any institution for collegiate
instruction, cannot support the establishment. Our an-
cestors saw this, as is proved by their frequent and large
grants to endow professorships, erect buildings, and add
to the general means of Harvard University. This must
be peculiarly the case in an institution which professes to
meet the wants of the yeomanry and middling interest
class, and to give them a good and sound practical educa-
tion at a cheap rate. The entire want of endowments
renders it necessary to support the professors and tutors
entirely from the tuition fees, or to seek some other
source of income. As an increase of the tuition fees was
not desirable, as it would decrease the extended useful-
ness of the institution, resort has been frequently had to
private subscriptions and benefactions. To this source,
although every call has met with a cheerful and ready
response, the college has so often applied, that it seemed
hardly decent or proper to make any more similar appli-
cations at present. Besides, the state of the times, during
the past year and at present, is such as to render any
appeal to those who have heretofore been liberal, and
who are yet liberal in their disposition, utterly fruitless.
In this state of affairs, the college has been obliged, at
times, to borrow, and the payment of interest is an an-
nual draft upon its treasury.

The property of the corporation, as nearly as can be
ascertained, is,
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Three college buildings and a chapel, $40,000
President’s house, 5,000
Library, philosophical apparatus, &c. 10,000
Certain lands, promissory notes, &c. 9,000

$64,000
The trustees are now indebted about fifteen thousand

dollars. Within a short time they have extinguished a
debt under which they were laboring, of $38,000, by an
appeal to the sympathies of the friends of the institution,
to the good feelings of the friends of literature, science
and good morals. The corporation possess a fund of
about $39,850, contributed on condition that five sixths
of the interest should be applied to the education of indi-
gent young men for the ministry. The other sixth is to
be annually added to the principal. No part of this fund
is at the disposal of the college to meet its wants, either
ordinary or incidental.

The present expenses of the college are about ten
thousand and six hundred dollars annually, including the
salaries of all the officers.

The present annual income is as follows
Tuition of 210 students, at $33, $6930
Rent of 90 rooms, at $lB, 1620

$8550
Under all these circumstances, the pressing wants of

the college may be thus enumerated :
A college building to accommodate 60 stu

dents, $13,000
Additions to library, &c. &c. 10,000
General repairs and improvements, 3,000
To pay debts, 15,000
A contingent fund, at least, 10,000

$61,000
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The want of a new building for the residence of stu-
dents at this college, is one of the most prominent of its
present wants. The present buildings will accommodate
but one hundred and eighty students ; all over that num-
ber are necessarily scattered in private houses throughout
the village. The evils of such a situation of affairs are
almost too apparent to need farther exposition. The
years spent at college are the years in which the charac-
ter for after life is principally formed ; and that character
should be formed, if not under the eye of a parent, at
least, under the immediate eye and care of him who stands
in loco parentis. How destructive is it, of all moral dis-
cipline, that the students are thus for hours, and almost
days, out of the immediate control of the faculty of the
college. A greater part of the evils which are engen-
dered in any of our colleges, are found to have had their
birth, not in the college-rooms, but in the private apart-
ment of some village boarder. This evil is so apparent at

Amherst, that it is supposed to deter many from sending
their sons to enjoy the advantages of that institution. A
good and substantial edifice might be constructed for thir-
teen thousand dollars, which would accommodate sixty
students.

Shall the institution be thrown back on private contri-
bution for such aid as this? Individuals, however liberal
they may have been, however anxious that this useful
institution may not be suffered to fall into decay, think,
that as individuals, they have done enough. They have giv-
en the institution sufficient life to prove that it was wanted
by the community,—that it has done and is capable of
doing great good, and that it needs only the fostering care
of legislative aid and countenance, to make it still more
conducive to advance the public interest. They now of-
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ler it to the public. Shall the public refuse to give it
such aid as it requires ? Can the Legislature,-as prudent
trustees for the common weal, suffer this college to sink
into decay ? Interest of past debts is eating into its vi-
tals, contracted means are cramping its youthful energies ;

your own trustees,—the trustees chosen on the part of
the state, —-join in asking the state for aid and for relief.
Shall we grant aid to every other public improvement,
and neglect the basis of all public advancement, the cause
of education ? Shall we grant bounties to our yeomanry
for the cultivation of wheat, beet-root, and silk, and re-
fuse a bounty on the cultivation of their children’s minds ?

If then, we can give such aid, shall we withhold it ?

From what source can the Commonwealth grant aid to
the college ? We do not ask it as in former times, from
the taxes of the people. There is a feeling of limited
self-interest growing and spreading too fast in the com-
munity, to suffer us now to propose to tax the people to
aid literary institutions, even though such incalculable
benefits are to be derived from them. And though the
old counties of Hampshire and Berkshire may have large
claims upon the eastern sections, to return to them some
part of what has been spent on eastern seminaries of
learning, yet they place themselves upon no such con-
tracted grounds.

The amount due to this State from the United States
for interest upon our claim, is now unincumbered by any
pledge or appropriation, and your committee propose to
derive from that source, when received, the means of aid-
ing Amherst College. Your committee trust, that this
money will be eventually paid to us. The plan of dis-
tributing money when received by the state, among the
towns, has been already tried as far as either the Legis-
lature or the people desired, and we cannot think that
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they will be unwilling to devote some part of the money
hereafter to be received, to such public charitable and
scientific institutions, as will hereafter refund the sums
thus invested, in a more beneficial form, in a general dif-
fusion of knowledge, and as a consequence, an increase
of virtue and good morals among the people. What ob-
jection can there be to such a course? Each generation
sows the seed which is to benefit or injure posterity ; and
what better course of culture could we adopt, than to fos-
ter the institutions of literature and science ? What bet-
ter trees can we set out, in our sterile clime, than the
trees of knowledge, which are hereafter to bear fruits of
matchless value.

New England, and particularly Massachusetts stands,
and we trust ever will stand, on high ground, and we
survey with pride the influence of New England emi-
grants over the western world. At every step not only
on the Ohio, but throughout the whole valley of the
Mississippi, we find some memorials of the step of the New-
England emigrant, every where you will find scions from
the stock of our literary institutions, transplanted there
by the hands of the enterprising emigrant, to diffuse its
blessings over a distant people. New England by imbu-
ing her children with the virtuous customs of our fathers,
the moral habits and useful knowledge gained in our lit-
erary and scientific institutions, and then sending them
abroad over this mighty continent, is bringing honor to
the name of her old granite hills and rock-bound shores,
and doing more for the perpetuity of pure liberty and
patriotic principles, than the far-famed congress of 1776.

With these views, your committee recommend the
passage of the following resolve.

JOHN C. PARK.
order of the Committee,
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RESOLVE
On the Petition of the Trustees of Amherst College.

Resolved , for reasons set forth in the said petition, that
there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of this
Commonwealth, to the treasurer of said college, the sum
of fifty thousand dollars, for the use of said college ; the
same to be paid out of any sums which may hereafter be
received from the general government, on account of in-
terest upon this Commonwealth’s claim upon the same,
for militia services. And His Excellency the Governor,
for the time being, is hereby authorized and requested to
draw his warrant accordingly, whenever said sum is thus
received into the treasury of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.


