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March 6, 1838.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of
Zacchens Hovvwoswee and others, Indians of Gay
Head, on the sale of ardent spirits among their tribe,
have considered the same, and

The Gay Head Indians are a remnant of an aboriginal
tribe, and possess a point of land on the southwest side
of the Island of Martha’s Vineyard. Their present num-
ber is about two hundred and forty.

They were formerly under guardianship, the guardians
being appointed by the Executive, in pursuance of an act
passed June 25th, 1811. That mode of government
having caused division and dissatisfaction among the In-
dians, as we learn, was discontinued several years ago,
according to a provision in the above act, giving the Ex-
ecutive the power of removal, whenever the continuance
of the guardianship should be deemed inexpedient or un-
necessary. Since the removal of the guardians, it is
stated that the tribe has lived in comparative peace and
union.

Two of the Indians, one of whom wrote the petition
referred, and whose names are signed to it among the
other petitioners, appeared before the committee, and,
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from their testimony, the following facts, relating to the
subject matter of the petition, are stated.

Intemperance prevails among them to a great extent,
and is the direct cause of most of the evils which they
suffer. Nothing but rum now keeps them backward in
improvement. They have formed a temperance society
among themselves, for the purpose of doing what is in
their power to remedy the evils complained of. But ar-
dent spirit is brought to Gay Head, by individuals of the
tribe, in large quantities, and dealt out freely to all their
people who desire it. It is obtained sometimes from
towns on the Vineyard, but principally from New Bed-
ford. There are sixty or seventy of the tribe, employed
as whalemen on board the New Bedford ships, who are
in the constant habit of bringing and distributing rum in
this manner, when they are at home. The proceeds of
their voyages, amounting in most cases to several hundred
dollars, are generally spent in intoxication and riot.
They lay up nothing. By these means the people are
encouraged in drunkenness, and great disorder and sul-
fering is the consequence.

Several of the tribe have been drowned, and have per-
ished by freezing, by reason of intoxication. One of the
Indians stated, that this last was the case with his own
mother.

Rum keeps them all poor. The temperate are obliged
to relieve the necessities of the intemperate. They sup-
port their own paupers, and of the five now on their
hands, all were made destitute, directly or indirectly, by
rum.

They have a school-house in which a school is kept as
long in the year as they can pay a teacher. The temper-
ate take a strong interest in the school, and their children
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attend it regularly. But no interest is taken in the school
by the intemperate, and their children do not often attend.

They have a religious society, but no regular minister.
Its meetings are frequently disturbed by drunken riots, on
Sundays.

The two individuals who appeared and testified before
the committee, were sent to Boston by their associates at
Gay Head, to bear the petition. They were sensible and
interesting men. One of them had a native gift of elo-
quence. His language was fluent, simple, and graphic,
and the committee were much moved by his statements
and appeals.

The committee recommend the accompanying bill.
The provisions of it are similar to those of an act passed
March 31st, 1834, respecting the Marshpee Indians.

For the committee,

JOHN VV. BROWNE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To prohibit the sale of Ardent Spirits to the Gay Head

Indians.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled , and by the
authority of the same,

as follows:
1 Sec. 1. All contracts made by the Indian, mulat-
-2 to, and negro proprietors, or inhabitants of Gay Head,
3 in Dukes’ county, or by any person in their behalf,
4 for the sale of wine, brandy, rum, or any other spirit-
-5 uous liquor, other than for the purposes of medicine,
6 as prescribed by a regular physician, shall be wholly
7 void ; and any person who shall knowingly sell any
8 of said liquors, to any of said proprietors, or inhabi-
-9 tants, or to any person in their behalf, except by pre-

-10 scription, as aforesaid, shall be liable to indictment
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11 therefor; and upon conviction in any court of competent
12 jurisdiction, shall pay a fine of not less than fifty, not
13 more than one hundred dollars, to the use of said pro-

-14 prietors and inhabitants.
1 Sec. 2, Any person who shall, on behalf of any
2 proprietor or inhabitant aforesaid, purchase any w’ine,
3 brandy, rum, or any other spirituous liquor, except by
4 prescription, as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay a fine
5 as set forth in the preceding section.
1 Sec. 3, Upon the trial of any indictment, under
2 the provisions of this act, the said proprietors and in-
-3 habitants shall be competent witnesses to testify, not-
-4 withstanding their interest in the fine '. provided, they
5 are not otherwise disqualified.


