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In Senate, Jan. 10, 1838.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as
relates to the security of the State House, and the pre-
servation of the Records and Files therein he referred to
Messrs. Farwell and Gurney, with such as the House
may join.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 12, 1838,

Concurred: and the House join on its part,
Messrs. Leighton, of Boston ,

Putnam, of Hinsdale ,

Hinckley, of Barnstable.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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The Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred so
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the secu-
rity of the State House, and the preservation of the
Records and Files therein,

That they have attended to the subject, being one of
great importance, and as such, your committee were led to
inquire what had been done during the recess of the last
Legislature, for the protection of the State House against
fire. They were gratified to learn from the committee
on public buildings, that since the attempt to fire the
building at noon-day, they have purchased a fire engine,
and placed it in the dome of the house, with a sufficient
quantity of hose to conduct the water to any part of it.

They have also placed another engine of greater power
and capacity in the doric hall, with sufficient length of
hose for the protection of the lower part of the building.

In addition to these protections, a suitable person was
employed by the sergeant-at-arms to attend visitors to the
dome, and to have a general oversight of all who should
visit the house.

The sergeant-at-arms also informed the committee, that
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he had employed two additional watchmen for the further
protection of the house, although not specially authorized
by law ; yet, having the assent and advice of the execu-
tive council and the committee on public buildings, he
felt it to be his duty to employ them, leaving it with the
present Legislature to take such further order on the sub-
ject, as they, in their wisdom, shall deem most advisable.

Your committee are unanimously of opinion, that what
has been done is highly commendable and discreet; but
in order to make the whole more effective, they would re-
commend that two suitable cisterns be constructed, one
to be placed in the dome of the house, the other in the
cellar ; and both to be furnished with pipes and conduc-
tors convenient for filling them with water; also with
suitable apparatus to connect with the engines,—all which
when completed will greatly add to the security of the
house against fire.

The preservation of the files and records of the slate,
is, in the opinion of the committee, very important, and
every thing that is done to protect the house from fire,
tends also, in a subordinate degree, to preserve the public
archives, but the safest and most effectual way would be
to erect a suitable fire-proof building as a place of deposit
for them ; but, owing to the unsettled state of the cur-
rency, and the uncertainty of the finances of the state,
your committee are of opinion, that it is not prudent to
recommend the erection of a building for this purpose at
present ; but as the want of room for the safe keeping of
state papers increases, the necessity of a fire-proof build-
ing will also increase ; and it is confidently hoped, that at
some future day, when the state of the finances will ad-
mit, an appropriation will he made for the erection of a
fire-proof building.
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In order to accommodate the immediate wants of the
Legislature, and to collect together the files and docu-
ments that are scattered over the House, and place them
in a convenient situation, easy of access to members
of the House, your committee recommend, that the lobby
or room used by the Committee on the Pay-roll, be en-
larged, for the purpose above stated ; and that a similar
alteration be made in the entry between the representa-
tives hall and the senate chamber; for the accommoda-
tion of Senators ; and for the purpose of carrying out
these alterations and protections, the committee report
the accompanying resolves and bill,

All which is respectfully submitted by the Committee,

CHARLES LEIGHTON.
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Eight.

AN ACT
To provide for the appointment of additional Watchmen

for the protection of the State House.

1 The sergeant-at-arms in addition to the watch-
-2 men, which he is required to appoint by the sixty-
-3 first section of the thirteenth chapter of the Revised
4 Statutes, may from time to time, appoint such addi-
-5 tional watchmen, as may in his judgment be necessa-
-6 ry, for the purposes and subject to the regulations of
7 the sixty-first and sixty-second sections of said chap-
-8 ter, except that the additional watchmen so appoint-
-9 ed, shall not be authorized to appoint assistants ; and

10 said watchmen shall receive such compensation for
11 their services, as the sergeant-at-arms shall think
12 proper, not exceeding one dollar for each day or
13 night, for each watchman so employed, to be paid in
14 the same manner, now provided for the payment of
15 salaries of watchmen.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ihirty-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :
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For the better protection of the State House against
Fire, and the preservation of the Files and Docu-
ments therein.

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings,
be instructed, to cause to be erected two cisterns, one to
be placed in the dome of the State House, and the other
in the cellar, and both to be furnished with such pipes
and conductors as may be necessary to fill said cisterns
with water, and to make use of the same for extinguish-
ing fire in the building.

Resolved, That said committee be authorized to en-
large and fit up the lobby in the entry, between the rep-
resentatives hall and council chamber, in such way and
manner, as shall be directed by the clerk of the House,
for the preservation and convenient use of the records and
files of the House of Representatives ; also, to make such
alterations in the entry between the representatives hall

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.
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and senate chamber, as shall best accommodate the mem-
bers of the Senate.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor, be au-
thorized to draw his warrant for the payment of expenses
arising under the foregoing resolves, the accounts there-
for first being audited.


