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The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the petition
of Frederic Kilner, of Barre, was referred, have con-
sidered the same, and report as follows:

The petitioner states, that he is a native of England,
that he came to the United States when he was nineteen
years of age, that in 1820 he married a native of the
United States, by whom he has five children living,—
that in 1833, he purchased a lot of land in Barre, with a
small dwelling-house on it,—and that in 1836, he was
duly admitted by the supreme judicial court, to become a
citizen of the United States, and took the oaths of allegi-
ance according to law. The petitioner being apprehen-
sive, that the Commonwealth may have some right or
title to his said real estate, by reason of his alienage at

the time of his purchase of it, prays that an act may be
passed, to confirm his title to the premises. Your com-
mittee have verified most of these statements, and have
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been informed by competent testimony, that the petition-
er is an industrious man and a good citizen. Under
such circumstances, your committee cannot doubt, that if
the Commonwealth had any absolute or contingent title
to the. said land, on account of the petitioner’s foreign
birth, it would be the part of justice as well as sound pol-
icy, to release the same to him ; but your committee are
of opinion, that the Commonwealth has now no such
claim or title to the said land. An alien may purchase
real estate and hold the same against all but the Com-
monwealth, but by admitting an alien to become a citi-
zen, through the courts of the Commonwealth, all disa-
bilities are immediately removed, and the party becomes
entitled to all the privileges and immunities belonging to
a native citizen, among which, is the right to hold and
transmit real estate. If therefore, the officers of the
Commonwealth, were to attempt to establish a forfeiture
of the said land for the cause aforesaid, the Commonwealth
would be barred or estopped by the act of naturalization
granted to the petitioner by the judicial officers of the
state,—which in legal effect is equivalent to an act of re-
lease by the Legislative authority. Your committee
therefore recommend, that Frederic Kilner have leave to
withdraw his petition, no legislative action thereon being
necessary.

For the Committee,

CHARLES P. CURTIS, Chairman.
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