
HOUSE No. 34.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts:

The undersigned Commissioned Officers of the Battal-
ion of Light Infantry in the city of Boston, beg leave
respectfully to remonstrate against the passage of the
Bill concerning the Militia, now before the Legislature.

In the opinion of the undersigned, the proposed bill
will revive most of the objectionable features of former
laws; it will impose duties on the standing companies
which will not render them more efficient than they now

are; it will prevent many persons from enrolling them-
selves in the volunteer companies, and, in a short time,
lead to the destruction of those few remaining companies
which have thus far outlived the attacks of their enemies.

The undersigned had hoped, that the evil effects of the
proposed law would have been exposed on the floor of
the House of Representatives ; but perceiving that the bill
has nearly passed the honorable House, without amend-
ment, they feel compelled, by a sense of duty, to request,
that your honorable body would delay its passage, and
refer it to a committee, that the undersigned may have
an opportunity of appearing before them, and show the
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many evils which will arise if the proposed alterations of
the present law are adopted.

The undersigned beg leave further to state, that they
were not called on by the commissioners who reported
the bill now under consideration, for information or opin-
ions, and that the first knowledge they had of the changes
advised, was derived from the printed document of the
Legislature.

And as in duty bound will ever pray

CHAS. C. PAINE, Major Batt. Lt. Inf.
E. G. AUSTIN, Capt. Bost. Jut. Inf.
JOHN C. PARK, Capt. C. Greys.
GEO. TYLER BIGELOW, Capt. N. E. Guards,
ROB. T. S. LOWELL, Capt. Rifle Rangers.
THOMAS C. AMORY, Jun., Lieut. Rangers.
CHAS. GORDON, Lieut. N. Eng. Guards.
CHARLES A. WELCH, Ensign N. E. Guards.
CHAS. HENRI PARKER, Ensign Bost. Lt. Inf

Boston, Feh. 26, 1839.


