
HOUSE No. 60.

House of Representatives March 23, 1839.

The Committee, to whom was recommitted “the re-
port on the Deliverance of Citizens liable to be sold as
slaves, with instructions to report the resolves appended
to the report of the minority, or others containing the
same principles,” have directed me to report the accom-
panying resolves.

CHARLES A. ANDREW, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Concerning certain Laws of other states which affect the
Rights of Citizens of Massachusetts.

Whereas, under the laws of several states in this Un-
ion, citizens of this Commonwealth, visiting those states
for purposes of business, or driven thither by misfortune,
often have been, and continue to be, though guiltless of
crime, cast into prison, subjected to onerous fines, and in
many instances sold into slavery ; therefore,

1. Resolved, That it is a paramount duty of Massa-
chusetts to protect her citizens in the enjoyment and ex-
ercise of all the rights to which, by virtue of their citizen-
ship, they are entitled.

erommontocaltj) of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Nine.



2. Resolved, That this Legislature hereby protests
against the laws in question, as invading the sacred rights
of citizens of this Commonwealth, as contrary to the
Constitution of the United States, and in utter derogation
of that great principle of the common law, which pre-
sumes every person to be innocent until proved guilty.

3. Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor,
whenever it shall be made to appear to his satisfaction,
that a citizen of this Commonwealth is imprisoned in an-
other of the United States, on suspicion of being a
slave, is hereby authorized to employ a suitable per-
son, whose duty it shall be, to procure the requisite
proofs in the case, to proceed, if necessary to the state
where the individual is so imprisoned, to lay the
matter before the proper authorities, and, having ob-
tained the release of the said individual, to bring, or cause
him to be brought to a place of safety ; and his Excel-
lency is hereby empowered to draw his warrant on the
treasury of this Commonwealth, to defray the expense
thereof.

4. Resolved, That His Excellency the governor be
requested to transmit a copy of these Resolves to the
Executives of the several states of this Union, and to each
of our Senators and Representatives in the twenty-sixth
Congress of the United States.
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