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House of Representatives, March 29, 1839.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom were referred
two orders of the House to consider the expediency of
providing by law: Ist, for “defining more fully the
kinds of property referred to in the 10th section of the
7th chapter of the Revised Statutes, and there describ-
ed as property not taxable where the owner resides” ;

and 2d, that said 10th section shall not apply to ships
or vessels, have considered the same, and respectfully

That under the first order referred to, the Committee
understand that in cases where a stock in trade is em-

ployed in a town other than that where the owner re-
sides, as mentioned in the first paragraph of said 10th
section, and a part of said stock in trade on the first day
of May of any year, consists of goods in market in an-

other town or out of the State, or of securities, or money
which are the proceeds of such goods, and actually form-
ing a part of such stock in trade, and designed to be em-

ployed farther as such, doubts have arisen whether the
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whole ot the stock in trade or property so situated is to
he taxed in the town where the business is carried on,
or part thereof in such town and the residue in the town
where the owner resides, according to its actual location
on the first day of May. The Committee are of opinion,
that it was the intention of the Legislature that the whole
of the stock in trade so situated, should in all cases be
taxed in the town where the principal business is carried
on ; and that such a course is necessary, in order to se-
cure a proper assessment, and to relieve assessors from
great trouble and vexation, in ascertaining the actual con-
dition of such property on the Ist day of May. And in
order to remove the numerous doubts which are said to

exist on the subject, they recommend legislative provi-
sion.

Under the order respecting the taxation of ships or
vessels, the Committee find, that prior to the Revised
Statutes, all goods, wares and merchandise, &c., and all
ships and vessels , used or improved in towns other than
where the owners dwelt, provided they there hired or
occupied a store, shop or wharf, were required to be tax-
ed in such towns. And a similar provision was incorpo-
rated into the Ist paragraph of the 10th section of the 7th
chapter of the Revised Statutes, as reported to the Legis-
lature. It appears, however, that the provision as to
ships and vessels was stricken out by the Legislature,
before the enactment of the Revised Statutes. And this
clearly shows, that it was the intention of that Legisla-
ture that they should in all cases be taxed to the owners
in the towns where they reside. But by the terms of the
paragraph, as it stands without this explanation, the
words “goods, wares and merchandise, or any other stock
in trade,” would seem to include ships or vessels, in cases
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where they were used in connexion with a store, shop or
wharf, hired or occupied by the owner in another town.
And such, the Committee understand has been the con-
struction assumed in some cases by assessors. To quiet
these doubts and diversities of opinion, the Committee
submit the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

GEO. BLISS, Chairman.
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Nine.

AN ACT
Concerning the Assessment of Taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. All stocks in trade, including stock em-
-2 ployed in the business of manufacturing, or of any of
3 the mechanic arts, in towns within the State, other
4 than where the owners reside, shall be taxed in those
5 towns, if the owners hire or occupy manufactories,
6 stores, shops, or wharves therein, whether the said
7 stocks in trade, or the goods, wares, and merchandise

8 or other property composing or forming a part of the
9 same, are within said towns on the first day of May,

10 of the year when the tax is made, or elsewhere.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
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1 Sec. 2. All ships or vessels, at home or abroad,
2 shall be taxed to the owners in the towns where they
3 reside.
1 Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


