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House of Representatives Jan. 25, 1839.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider
and report upon the printing and promulgation of the
Laws, Resolves, &c., in the newspapers,

he instructed
to consider and report whether it is expedient to make
any alteration in the method or form of publishing the
annual pamphlets of Laws and Resolves. And the Com-
mittee is enlarged, and Messrs. Jenks of Nantucket, and
Ames of Greenfield, are appointed thereon.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Commontocaltlj of JBassact)usetts.
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House of Representatives, March 19, 1839.

The Committee appointed under an order of the House,
of Jan 25, 1839, with instruction “to consider and
report whether it is expedient to make any alteration
in the method or form of publishing the annual pamph-
lets of Laws and Resolves,

as follows :

That a change in the present system, of publishing in
distinct pamphlets the various classes of general, local,
and private acts and resolves ol the Legislature, is in
their view highly desirable. Between these several de-
scriptions of acts and resolves, it is often difficult to dis-
criminate—inasmuch as those of a private or local nature
sometimes embrace provisions of general application, or
contain other matters affecting the interests of the Com-
monwealth at large. This inconvenience, it is conceived,
may be obviated—and a more thorough understanding of
the spirit of our laws promoted—by the adoption of a plan

gtommontoealtf) of i&assadjusctts.
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like that proposed in the first Resolve hereto annexed.
By embodying in one volume both the acts and the re-

J j &

solves of each session, much chronological confusion may
be avoided ; the entire legislative history of each year
will be at once accessible ; and the transmission of the
whole, in this more compact form, to the respective
towns and individuals entitled thereto, greatly facilitated.

Although not strictly within the objects allotted to their
consideration, your Committee deem it a duty to advert
to the existing mode of printing the occasional legislative
documents. These papers accumulate to such an extent

during every session, that they ordinarily compose a huge
and unwieldy tome, incumbered with needless title-pages,
“imprints,” and repetitions, together with inordinate
quantities of blank leaves. It is respectfully suggested,
that this mode is susceptible of important improvements,
if not on the score of economy, at least on that of conven-
ience. The matter thus printed, might, in most cases, be
condensed ; and the whole, under careful supervision, so

regulated while in course of execution, as to be compre-
hended, finally, in a volume far less ponderous and un-

sightly, than those which now load many of the shelves
within sundry apartments of this edifice.

Your Committee are fully persuaded, that an essential
benefit would accrue from the institution of n Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Printing, to be appointed at the organ-
ization of each General Court. To such a Committee
might be assigned the duty of preparing and arranging for
the press all documents necessary to be printed for the
use of the members—of making contracts for printing —•

and of auditing all accounts therefor. Under the assidu-
ous management of such a Committee, the mechanical
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execution of the work would be uniform, less diffuse, and
consequently less expensive. They, therefore, unani-
mously commend an early consideration of this subject to
the next Legislature. In the mean time, they submit the
accompanying resolves.

Per Order,
S. H. JENKS.
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RESOLVES
Relating to the Printing of the Laws and Resolves.

Resolved, That at the close of each session of the Gen-
eral Court, it shall he the duty of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to collate and cause to be printed, in one

volume, corresponding in style and arrangement with the
edition of Private and Special Statutes, published under
the Resolve of April 16, 1836, all the Laws, Resolves,
and other Public Acts, general and special, passed during
said session,—having due regard in the compilation and
preparation of the same, to uniformity, perspicuity, and
conciseness.

Resolved, That so much of the existing Jaw prescribing

eaiimiontocaltlj oi J«assacljusetts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Nine.
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the number of pages which shall constitute a volume, is
hereby repealed, so far as it may affect the published laws
of 1837 and 1838 ; and that the Secretary be directed to
prepare a general index to those laws, and to cause the
same to be printed and distributed in the usual manner.


