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House of Representatives, March 30, 1839.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred
the petition of Ebenezer Attaquin, and forty others, of
the Marshpee Indians; and also to whom was referred
the remonstrance of Rev. Phineas Fisii, ask leave to sub-
mit a report and resolves on the subject of the petition.

Per order of the Committee,

JAMES NEWCOMB.

£ommonUjealUj of jHassactjusettg.
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House of Representatives, March 30, 1839.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
petition of Ebenezer Attaquin, and forty other male
Indian proprietors of the District of Marshpee, praying
“ that the Legislature will grant to them the use of
their meeting-house, to have the Rev. E. G. Perry, or
whoever may be a missionary of their choice, preach
in it their proportion of the time, or one half, at least,
or that they will give them another house, in which they
may worship God according to the dictates of their con-
sciences.” Also, to whom was committed the remon-
strance of Rev. Phineas Fish, against granting the
prayer of said petitioners for the use of the meeting-house
a part of the time, but entreating the Legislature to

give to the Indians “ no use in the meeting-house, or

give them all,” “or that the petitioners may be helped to

a place of worship by themselves:” ask leave to sub-
mit the following

An order of notice on said petition was served on Rev.
Phineas Fish, and given publicly to all parties concerned,

Gommontoeslty of JiHassacljusetts.

REPORT:
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and the petitioners were heard by their counsel. The
Rev. Mr. Fish also appeared before the Committee as the
respondent, and both parties were heard as fully as they
desired.

On the part of the petitioners, Isaac Combs, Solomon
Attaquin, William Mingo, and Ezra Attaquin, Indian
proprietors, all of whom have been, or are now, select-
men under the act of 1834, establishing Marshpee District,
were examined under oath, and stated the grievances of
which the district complain, in relation to the use of the
meeting house. Rev. E. G. Perry, their missionary and
school teacher, was also examined ; the witnesses were
cross-examined by Mr. Fish. The following facts were
established to the satisfaction of the Committee.

The meeting-house in the district was built as early as
1757, by an English society, for the benefit of the tribe
of Marshpee Indians. It was erected on their lands, held
in common, and their title to which had been uniformly rec-
ognised by the earliest acts of the colony. In 1763,the Gen-
eral Court established Marshpee, and all the lands belong-
ing to the Indians, as a district, with the right of choosing
their own officers. This act provided that the meetings
of the Indians should be held in “ the public meeting-
house the act was also limited to three years, and was
never revived. It does not appear that any further legis-
lation was had in relation to the government of the In-
dians, until 1788, when they were placed under absolute
guardianship, and rendered incapable of making contracts,
which continued until 1834, when the District of Marsh-
pee was established, and the proprietors restored to their
civil rights, with some limitations. It also appeared, that
in 1809, the Legislature passed an act, confirming a pre-
vious grant, setting apart 400 acres of wood land as a
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parsonage for the support of religious|worship, and for the
use and benefit of a Congregational gospel minister.

In 1811, the Overseers of Harvard College, as trustees

of a fund created by the will of Dr. Williams, of England,
in 1711, to be appropriated “to the blessed work of con-
verting the poor Indians,” agreed with the Rev. Phineas
Fish, to pay to him two-thirds of the proceeds of the
Williams fund, or $520, and he was ordained in Marsh-
pee in that year, by the concurrence of the overseers or
guardians of the Indians; but any assent or contract on
the part of the Indians, who were then under guardian-
ship, and incapable of contracting, cannot be shown.

On the restoration of their civil rights in 1834, the In-
dians were desirous of obtaining the use of what they
called and considered their meeting-house, for religious
worship, and of dismissing Mr. Fish, whom they declare
they have, as a district, ever refused to consider as their
missionary, “ particularly since they gained their liberty.”
In 1837, in a legal district meeting, which a large majority
of the legal voters attended, the warrant having specified
the object of the meeting, it was voted unanimously to

dismiss Mr. Fish, of which Mr. Fish was duly notified.
In 1836 the selectmen and proprietors had applied to

Harvard College, and obtained from them one half the
amount of the salary which had been paid to Mr. Fish previ-
ously from the Williams fund, to be appropriated by the se-
lectmen for religious instruction. The district subsequent-
ly settled Rev. E. G. Perry, as their missionary and school
teacher, appropriating the amount received from Harvard
for his missionary services; and $l3O received yearlv
from the State as their portion of the school fund, and the
surplus revenue, is by the district appropriated for school-
ing, and for which compensation the Rev. Mr. Perry
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keeps a school eight months in the year, or four months
at each of the school-houses, he paying from the amount
received by him a female teacher, whose services, as well
as those of Mr. Perry, were highly commended by the
Indians who appeared before your Committee, those of
Mr. Perry as well for this duty as for his religious servi-
ces, and constant attendance in promoting the cause of
religion, morality and temperance among them.

The Committee confined themselves principally to the
inquiry respecting the use of the meeting-house. In 1816
the Legislature appropriated $4OO, to the repairs of the
meeting-house, at the request of the Indians.

In 1837 Mr. Fish applied for an appropriation to make
further repairs. This was objected to on their part
unless the Indians could have the use of the meeting-
house a proportionate part of the time, which was
adopted by the House, but not concurred in by the Sen-
ate, and no appropriation was made. In 1838 Mr. Fish
again applied, and the sum of $5OO was granted by the
Legislature, but, as was stated by the witnesses on the
part of the Indians, and by their counsel, who was then
absent from the State, they knew nothing of the resolve
until it was passed. The meeting-house was repaired
from this grant.

The meeting-house is centrally situated for public wor-
ship, and in the most convenient place, as was testified
by the witnesses, and would afford ample accommoda-
tions for all the colored population. The house is now
entirely used by Mr. Fish, who preaches to a congrega-
tion principally whites, not more than five or six Indian
proprietors attending, as was testified to by the witness-
es. A portion of the whites attending his meeting are
within the bounds of Marshpee, but the witnesses state

that all but four families belong to other towns.
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Mr. Fish stated that his church consisted of twenty-
three white members, and but one proprietor of the dis-
trict, an Indian woman. Mr. Perry states that there are
twenty-three colored persons belonging to his church,
nine of them males, and that there are four white per-
sons ; and it was shown that forty-seven families out of
sixty-six attend meeting at the school-houses, and will not
attend Mr. Fish's meeting, the whole population being
315. Of those 202 attend Mr. Perry’s meeting; the resi-
due, except three or four families who attend Mr. Fish’s
meeting, do not attach themselves to any public worship.
The witnesses testified to the fact, that the want of their
meeting-house was the greatest grievance they suffered,
and if that could be given them to use, if but a part of
the time, it would give great encouragement, and promote
union and harmony among them ; and the Indians would
more punctually attend public worship, feeling that they
had rights which they might exercise without obtrusion
by the white inhabitants, who they stated took the lead
of the singing, and, as one Indian observed, put the Indian
singers back, and the Indian wanted to take the lead in

O '

his own meeting. Mr. Perry, their missionary, stated
that he “thought it important that the Indians should
have the control of the meetings, and that they should
not be outnumbered by the whites.” It was shewn sat-
isfactorily to the Committee, that the meeting-house was

used almost exclusively for the whites. It is proper to

state, that there was no obstruction to the Indians occu-

pying seats, other than what arises from a sense of infe-
riority pressed upon them, of which the Indians complain.
At Mr. Perry’s meeting, where but few whites attend,
although none are debarred, the Indians lead in the sing-
ing.
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The evidence was conclusive to the Committee, that
the Indians could not be accommodated at the school-
houses, they being small, but 18 by 20 feet, and are six
miles apart, and that numbers who desired to attend pub-
lic worship at the school-houses, were debarred for want
of room, 60 to 70 persons being the most that could get
in, and that many often had to stay outside, W'hich pre-
vented many from attending public worship who were
desirous of doing so.

The Committee cannot perceive that there can be the
least hope of the Indians ever being reconciled to Mr. Fish.
It appeared conclusively that the breach had been widen-
ing from 1834 and still continued to increase.

From the facts exhibited both by Mr. Fish and his
memorial, also by the testimony of the Indians, it is certain
no great benefit could be derived to the Indians from the
occupancy of the meeting-house by Mr. Fish. And the
Committee can come to no other conclusion than that the
Indians should at least have the use of the meeting-house
a part of the time, and no substantial reason was exhi-
bited W'hy they should not have the occupancy of the
house, the whole. But following the example set by
Harvard University in relation to the salary of Mr, Fish,
the Committee supposed that a like course might be the
best relative to the meeting-house. The house being built
for the exclusive use of the Indians, and there being no

doubt but the appropriations made by the Legislature for
repairs were in direct reference to their accommodation,
and for their use and benefit, there would seem to be no

substantial reason that can be offered why the Indians of
Marshpee, since they have been restored to their civil
rights, should not enjoy the rights, granted by the Con-
stitution, of choosing their own religious teachers, and
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being permitted to worship God in the way and manner
their own consciences may dictate, and be permitted thus
to worship in the temple erected for their fathers. The
principle has always been recognised by the Legislature
of the right of the Indians to the meeting-house, by declar-
ing how it may be used by them, and by appropriations
for repairs which could never have been granted on any
other principle than for their use ; as it cannot be pretend-
ed such appropriations would have been made for the ac-
commodation of the white inhabitants of any portion of
the Commonwealth. It would seem to be the least the
Legislature could do, under the circumstances of the case,
to grant the large majority who petition for it, the use of
the meeting-house, one half the time, as the very small
number of Indians who attend Mr. Fish’s meeting, can be
well accommodated in the school houses. The use of
the meeting-house alternate Sabbaths can produce no in-
convenience to be compared to the evils resulting to the
large majority of the Indians now excluded, or the bene-
fits which would result to the district at large, from its
being so used. To this small remnant of this once pow-
erful tribe, whose fathers fought and bled on the battle-
field of the Revolution, the State of Massachusetts owes
it, that while she complains, and justly, of the wrongs done
to the red men of the forest, she should take care that her
hands are clean in this matter. She has begun a glorious
work by a restoration (after a series of years of degradation
and bondage,) to the Marshpee Indians of their inalienable
civil rights. Let her then not stay her hand, but after hav-
ing, in a measure, done an act of justice and humanity, let
her fill the measure by announcing to the world, that
Indians are men possessing intelligence sufficient for self-
government, as is now exhibiting itself among this tribe

9
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by their temperance societies, which it appears are far in
advance of the whites in total abstinence, in proportion
to numbers, and whose children, according to Mr. Perry’s
statement as to their schools, will, under the circumstan-
ces, well compare with any in the county of Barnstable.
Such being the facts stated to your Committee of the
progress of the Indians in their civil rights, the few years
they have been permitted to enjoy them, a majority of
the Committee believing it would most essentially aid
them in their onward progress in religion, morality, and
virtue, present the accompanying Resolves.

SETH WHITMARSH,
JAMES NEWCOMB,
MOSES ALLEN,
JONAH STEVENS.
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RESOLVES

On the Petition of Ebenezer Attaquin and others.

Resolved , That the appropriations made by the Legis-
lature for the repairs of the meeting-house in Marshpee
District, have been for the use and benefit of the proprie-
tors of said district, over which the Legislature exercises
a partial guardianship.

Resolved, That from and after the first day of May
next, and so long as the Rev. Phineas Fish shall continue
to preach to a portion of said Indian proprietors in said
meeting house, the other proprietors of said district, who
do not attend on his ministry and who prefer a mission-
ary of their own choice, shall have the use of said

Commoutoraltlj of ittassatljusctts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Nine.
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meeting-house each alternate Sabbath, and a proportional
time on weekdays, for such religious teacher as the ma-
jority of proprietors, at a district meeting to be held once
in each year for that purpose, shall direct the selectmen
of said district to employ.



1839.] 13HOUSE—No. 72.

The subscriber, a minority of the Joint Special Commit-
tee, to whom was referred the petition of Ebenezer
Attaquin and others, of the tribe of Marshpee Indians,
being opposed to the passage of the resolve reported by
the majority of said committee, asks leave to submit a

The District of Marshpee, situated between the towns
of Barnstable and Falmouth, and bounded by the sea on
the south and by the town of Sandwich on the north, is
inhabited by a little more than three hundred Indians and
mulattos, and several families of whites. This popula-
tion is scattered over a surface of about seven miles in
length and about four miles in breadth. The greater pro-
portion of the territory is covered with growing wood,
principally pitch-pine and oak. From time immemorial,
whites have constituted a small part of the population of
the district, and enjoyed religious privileges in common
with the Indians.

The Marshpee plantation was given to the Indians by
their sachem Quichatisses, in the year 1667. This gift
was obtained by the Rev. Richard Bourn, their first pas-
tor. ordained over them in 1670.

MINORITY REPORT.

MINORITY REPORT :



14 [March,MAKSHPEE INDIANS.

The government of the Indians, as is well known, was
changed by an act of the Legislature, in 1834. Their
previous government consisted of a board of white over-
seers, and a treasurer. Having become dissatisfied with
their former system of government, and feeling compe-
tent to govern themselves, they petitioned the Legislature
for a change—which, after a patient investigation of their
affairs, and a deliberate consideration of the subject, was
granted. The present plan of government, designed to
correspond “ to the measure of virtue and intelligence to
which they have attained,” is simple, requiring the annual
choice of a clerk and three selectmen, who are also a
school committee, overseers of the poor and surveyors of
the highways. The duty of the clerk is to keep a record
of all the proceedings of the district, and of the official
acts of the selectmen. A commissioner, appointed by
the governor and council, is required to exercise a careful
supervision over all the affairs of the district, and to dis-
charge the duties of guardian and treasurer of the Her-
ring Pond Indians. It is his duty also to preside at all
district meetings in Marshpee, of which he is also the
treasurer. With their present government they are well
satisfied. These facts are adverted to, to shew the pecu-
liar relation which the Commonwealth sustains to the In-
dians of Marshpee.

They have two school-houses, about six miles apart—
one in the northerly and the other in the southerly sec-
tion of the district. During the last two years their
schools have been in a flourishing state, under the care of
the Rev. E. G. Perry, a worthy minister of the Baptist
denomination, and of a well qualified female teacher.
Mr. Perry is paid for his services as an instructor, and his
labors as a preacher, and for the services of his female
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assistant, by $lOO from the school fund, and $55, being
the income of $lOOO of the surplus revenue, annually
received from the state treasury by the commissioner, and
by $238 33, received from the corporation of Harvard
College, to be expended for religious instruction, and also
by about $lOO received from the income of the district.
Mr. Perry preaches on the sabbath in these school-houses
alternately.

The congregational church at Marshpee, under the pas-
toral care of the present missionary, according to tradi-
tion, was organized by Eliot. Since its organization
there has been a succession of missionaries, three of whom
were of the name of Bourn.

In 1757 the Rev. Gideon Hawlev commenced his la-
bors as a missionary among the Indians at Marshpee, at
Herring Pond and at Chatham, at each of which places
there was at that time an organized church. A. remnant

of the Herring Pond tribe, consisting of about 50, is still
in existence in that place, under the guardian care of the
commissioner of the Marshpee tribe, and have now, as
they ever have, the benefits of the labors of the missiona-
ry at Marshpee, who, according to the terms of his settle-
ment, devotes a portion of his time to their religious in-
struction. This tribe has a meeting-house, which is used
also for a school-house, built in part by the State. They
are said to have acquired a good degree of intelligence,
and are generally sober and industrious.

The Rev. Daniel Williams, an English divine, and a

cotemporary of Watts and Doddridge, left by will a fund
to be used “for the blessed work of converting the poor
Indians in North America.” The corporation of Harvard
College are the trustees of this bequest, which for a con-

siderable time was left to accumulate without expending
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any part of the income. The present amount of the fund
is $13,000.

The present meeting-house in Marshpee was built in
1758, the next year after Mr. Hawley commenced his
missionary labors there, and in April of the same year he
was installed. lie was sustained by a society in Lon-
don “ for promoting the gospel in foreign parts,” until the
American Revolution. He was a most devoted friend of
the Indians, and labored faithfully for their good during a
protracted ministry of more than fifty years. He died in
1807.

In 1809 the Rev. Phineas Fish was invited by the trus-
tees of the Williams fund to go as a missionary among
the Indians at Marshpee and Herring Pond, and early in
1810 commenced his labors in that capacity. Having

been thus employed nearly two years, an arrangement
was made by the overseers of the Indians and the corpo-
ration of Harvard College, for his permanent settlement at
Marshpee, and he was accordingly ordained there, Sep-
tember 11, 1811. The Indians concurred with the cor-
poration in the settlement of Mr. Fish. They appointed
a committee of six Indians who waited on him, and gave
him a formal invitation to settle there.

A contract was made between Mr. Fish and the corpo-
ration. They stipulated to pay him a certain sum yearly
from said fund ; and in addition to this Mr. Fish was to
have the use of the parsonage, a tract of wood-land of
about 400 acres, also the use of a pasture for a horse and
two cows, and an acre and a half of land in fee for a
house-lot. The contract on the part of the college was
made by wise men fully understanding its import, one of
whom, the late chief justice Parsons, took a deep interest
in the settlement of Mr. Fish, as also in the welfare of
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the Indians. Thus it will be seen that Mr. Fish has
been at Marshpee as a missionary about thirty years, and
has sustained through the whole time the character of an
exemplary Christian, and of a judicious, devoted minister
of the gospel. He has been, and is still believed to be,
useful there and at Herring Pond. Those best acquaint-
ed with Mr. Fish, with one voice bear testimony, as the
undersigned is informed, to his excellent character as a
man, his high standing as a scholar, and his usefulness as
a Christian minister.

Previous to the settlement of Mr. Fish, some of the
Indians professed to be Baptists, and since that time eight
or nine ministers of that denomination have at different
periods been engaged as preachers there, and the number
attending their religious meetings has varied from time to
time. At some periods of Mr. Fish’s ministry, nearly all
have been united in him, while no other minister was
there. Mr. Fish has labored for the spiritual good'of all
on the plantation, as he has been favored with opportunity
to do so, and there have been times when all have desir-
ed it. He has had a flourishing Sabbath school for six-
teen years, and there has been no other in the district,
till within three or four years. The average number of
the school has been about 40, and it has been sometimes
attended by all denominations. His labors also, in the
cause of temperance, have been prosecuted with some

success. In one season, by his persuasion seven retailers
in that vicinity, of whom, no doubt, the Indians had often
obtained the intoxicating liquid, were induced to abandon
the traffic.

At the present time not so many of the colored popu-
lation attend the congregational meeting as in some for-
mer times. In both denominations are whites. Both

o
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have churches organized, and whites are members of
both. At one time there was a society of Methodists,
which is now extinct.

The prayer of the petitioners is, that a grant may be
made to aid in building a meeting-house for the Baptist
society : or that they may have the use of the Congrega-
tional meeting-house half of the time ; and a majority of
the Committee recommend the passage of a resolve,
granting to the Baptist society such use of the house.

It should be borne in mind, that the meeting-house in
question has always been in the quiet possession of a
Congregational society; and that the succession of min-
isters, from the first, has been of that denomination, and
they have all been regularly ordained. Mr. Williams,
who established the fund to support a missionary, was a
Fedobaptist. The trustees of this fund have the exclu-
sive control of it, and they have made a contract with
Mr. Fish.

In 1783, Lot Nye, Matthias Amos, Moses Poquet,
Isaac Halfday, Joseph Amos, and Ebenezer Dives, made
a grant of the tract of land of four hundred acres, before
mentioned, for a parsonage, and the Legislature, by a re-

solve passed June 19, 1809, confirmed the grant in these
words :

“ the said tract of land shall be and remain for-
ever as a parsonage, for the use and benefit of a Congre-
gational gospel minister, as expressed and declared in
their said deed. The meeting-house stands on tiiis par-
sonage land, and was thus set apart with the land for a
specific use. When the government of Marshpee was
changed in 1834, the attention of a Committee of the
Legislature was directed to the deed and resolve referred
to, and in relation to this subject, that Committee, in their
report, made by Mr. Barton, then of the Senate, express
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the opinion, that this is “ a dedication of this tract of
land lor a specific object, with which it would not be ex-
pedient lor this Legislature to interfere.”

If the subscriber has taken a right view of the ques-
tion involved in the passage of the resolve reported, it
will virtually annul a contract with which the Legislature
has no right to interfere, and will very much abridge, if
not wholly destroy, the usefulness of a devoted minister,
and do manifest injustice alike to him and to the Indians,
for whose good he labors ; and, if the Constitution has
any application to the case in hand, it will be in deroga-
tion of that provision, which declares that “ all religious
sects and denominations shall, demeaning themselves
peaceably and as good citizens, be equally under the pro-
tection of law.” If a minister and people can be eject-
ed from their house of worship, to give place to a society
of another denomination, according to the provisions of
that resolve, or for any other purpose, what protection of
law, in the enjoyment of their rights, has any society or

denomination ? But if the Legislature had the right to

pass such a resolve, it would be highly inexpedient, be-
cause it is believed that it would not promote the best
interests of either of the denominations, as it would be
likclv to bring them into collision, and engender strife
between them. As they are widely diverse from each
other iu practice and doctrine, it is believed that such an

alternate use of the meeting-house, by the two societies,
would not be satisfactory to either, and consequently the
religious services and enjoyments of both would be

o

marred.
While no page of the history of this ancient Common-

wealth furnishes any precedent for such legislation, it is
confidently believed that a resolve, so at war with the
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principles of religions freedom, and so manifestly repug-
nant to the Constitution, can never be sanctioned by this
Legislature.

The undersigned would recommend the passage of a
resolve, granting aid for building a house of worship for
those who cherish Baptist sentiments. This, it is be-
lieved, would best promote their welfare ; and, while the
subscriber would rejoice in the prosperity of all the Indi-
ans and natives of Marshpee, he would claim no exclu-
sive rights for any denomination of Christians, but would
accord equal rights to all, and would protect all alike in
the enjoyment of these rights.

The undersigned not having had opportunity to be
present when the majority report was read and adopted,
is ignorant of its course of reasoning in support of such
an act of legislation as it recommends ; nor does he know
whether any of its statements would have been modified
at his suggestion, if he had been present; but he doubts
not that a due consideration of all the facts material to
the question at issue, will lead to a right result.

All which is respectfully submitted,

CHARLES KIMBALL.
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled:

The undersigned, proprietors and inhabitants of the
District of Marshpee, do humbly represent, that last year,
on the petition of the Rev. Phineas Fish, your honorable
Legislature granted funds to repair our meeting-house,
since which, as well as for many years before; we have
not been permitted the use of it to worship in, unless we
would consent to hear the Rev. Phineas Fish instead of a
minister of our oivn choice.

Nearly two years ago, we obtained the Rev. E. G.
Perry as our missionary, who is obliged to preach alter-
nately in our two school-houses, which are six miles dis-
tant from each other, and which are often quite too small
to accommodate all who wish to attend meeting. We
have known women to walk from three to six miles dis-
tant, and then not be able to get into the house when
they arrived. Besides, many of our people, who would
be glad to attend Mr. Perry’s meeting every Sabbath,
cannot on the account of the distance from one extreme of
the plantation nearly to the other, which they have to
travel every other Sabbath. Also, our Sabbath schools
and Bible classes lose much by being deprived of the ser-

vices of our missionary half of the time; while our meet-

ine'-house is used exclusively by Mr. Fish, though there
are but three or four families of the Indians or colored
people who pretend to make that their place of worship.
So that the house which was formerly built and recently
repaired for the Indians, is used almost exclusively by the

PETITION.
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whites, and a minister of their choice; while, in order to
hear a minister of our choice, we are obliged to travel,
half the time, a great distance, and to crowd into a small
school-house.

We therefore pray your honors, that you will grant us
the use of our own meeting-house to have the Rev. E. G.
Perry, or whoever may be a missionary of our choice,
preach in it our proportion of the time, or one half at
least; or that you will give us another house, in which we
may worship God according to the dictates of our con-
sciences.

We offer to your honors the same prayer that we of-
fered a year ago. And as in duty bound will ever pray.

Marshpee, March 1 st, 1839
Moses Pocknet,
Joseph Tobias,
Isaac X Simons,
Joseph Gadner, Jr.
Abraham I*l Jackson,
Jacob A. Pells, #

Ebenezer Attaquin,
Solomon Attaquin,
William Mingo,

James Amos
David X Nash,
Francis X Hicks,
Simon Keeter,
Ezra Attaquin,
William Jones,
Simon T. Low,
Abel Skiper,

Eben Low,
Oaks A. Coombs,
George X Jones,*
Goliah Squib,
Spenser Edwards,
Joshua Pocknet,
Job Squib,

Timothy Pocknet,
Christopher Hinson,
Ebenezer Attaquin, Jr.
Isaac Coombs,

Jeremiah I*l Hicks,
Joseph Tobias, Jr.
Anthony Hinson,
William X Holland,
George X Coneray,
Gideon X Tumpum,
Daniel Queppish,

Nathan S. Pocknet,
David Wilber,
Charles de Grass,
Samp-son Alvis,
Niclas Pocknet,
Aaron Rector,
John X Young,

James Brown.
Inhabitants.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled :

Agreeably to an order of notice on the petition of Eben.
Attaquin and others, I attempt to show cause why their
prayer should not be heard.

First, —I would make a few remarks on some expres-
sions contained in the petition. I know not who the pe-
tioners are ; but among the signers of the petition of last
year, for a similar object, some are my friends and con-
stant hearers. They say, when the paper was brought to

them, it was asked by the bearer, “ are you willing we
should have a meeting-house ? (meaning, as they sup-
posed, a new building, for which they were intending to
ask aid.) On their expressing a willingness, their names
were set, as they afterwards found, to a petition asking
for their own house half the time!! Whether it be so

now or not, 1 have no means, at present, of knowing; but
as such petitions have come to be held exceedingly cheap
in the estimation of many, I have not sought any Indian
signatures at this time, nor did I in 1838, when 1 sought
of the Legislature the means of repairing the house in
question.

The petitioners call it “ owr” meeting-house,—a phrase

REMONSTRANCE OF PHINEAS FISH.
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unusual, it is believed, for those who leave a house of wor-
ship, and assume another denomination.

1hey complain of the distance they have to travel at
present, to find their meeting. Were they in possession
ol the meeting-house, the case would not he greatly al-
tered. Only one or two families live less than two miles
from it,—the most of them much farther, and others more
than twice that distance. Indeed, some of my people, on
account of their distance from the meeting-house, go in
occasionally to the Baptist meeting.

They speak of being crowded in the school-houses. It
is thought by those who know best, that this would not
be the case, did none but Indians attend ! But whites
are there,

as at my meetings. They are received into the
Baptist church, and 1 should think as many, or even
more, white persons than colored, have joined that church
during Mr. Ferry’s ministry. Why then should it be
more faulty for me than lor them, to receive such ?

1 am obliquely reproached with having the exclusive oc-
cupancy ot the house. I cannot discover the offence of
retaining the house of worship to which 1 was ordained,
until 1 shall be legally dismissed, or until my ministerial
or moral character shall become implicated.

lam stated to have about lour colored families. About
twelve families attend on my ministry, with more or less
frequency, though not so constantly as might be desired.
Recently, within the. course ot a little more than four
months, eighty-four different colored persons have been
observed attending my meeting. Some of them, possibly,
were spies,—for I have noticed some such attending, even
through a communion service, and then go away. All I
ask is to be left to my own natural influence ; but there
are not a few, both at home and elsewhere, who at once
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charge me with being useless, and, at the same time, em-
ploy every disingenuous art to prevent attendance on my
meeting !

They say their “ Sabbath schools and Bible classes are
deprived of the services of the missionary half the time.”
In most towns, the pastor cannot superintend, in person,
all the schools. In one section of Marshpee, however,
most ot the children belong to my Sabbath school; there-
fore the grievance is so far alleviated. But the children
of my school are so variously dispersed, that when the
meeting-house ceases to be a point of convention, my
school must be nearly annihilated ! And 1 would ask
here, do I deserve this , when my school existed some
fourteen or fifteen years previous to any attempt of the
kind in the other society ? My school has ever been open
to all—all were urged to attend ; and at the time when
this train of foreign hostile influence commenced against
me, I hardly recollect a family that did not send more or
less children to my Sabbath school. My records prove
this.

The state of the case, then, is this. Here are two re-

ligious societies, and two missionaries on the Williams
foundation. One embraces the sentiments entire of Dr.
Williams, and will cheerfully and joyfully commune with
all Christians at the Lord’s table. The other religious
teacher differs from Dr. W. in several important points,
and adheres to close communion, (so termed.) Yet with
all this incongruity, he seeks community of interest in the
same temple with his fellow-missionary and society, whom
yet he refuses to receive at the greatfeast of love !

Secondly, 1 therefore remonstrate against the prayer
of said petition, for the reasons following:

Ist. I allege the questionable nature of most such pe-
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titions. I have already adverted to that of last year.
1 hat also which deprived me of half my college salary,

was signed by some, who told me they “ were sorry, and
that they did it to please others, having no thought such
a petition would ever be heard ; but,” said they, “ the
ruling party will spite us if we do not please them.”

2d. The request is discredited by something mean and
insidious. About eight months before my successful ap-
plication to the Legislature for aid in the repairs of the
meeting-house, I proposed to them, (viz. Rev. Mr. Perry,
and the selectmen, who have ever been attached to the
Baptist party,) a joint petition and an equal division of
the results ! Neither minister nor people taking any no-
tice of my proposal within that time, with low expecta-
tions, 1 undertook the business by myself. Through the
goodness of the Legislature, I was successful, and now
that the house is in decent state, it seems to them very
good indeed ! —they have an ardent longing for that, for
which others have labored—they would gladly share the
advantage. 1 will only say, that if my fellow-missionary
of the Williams Fund, can enjoy himself in such a situa-
tion, 1 envy not his moral tact. Before doing the same
myself, 1 would say—“ let my arm fall from the shoulder-
blade.”

3d. Because the meeting-house was ever used for
Congregational purposes, and stands on the parsonage
lot which was “ set apart for the support of the Congre-
gational worship forever,”—and which the honorable
Legislature have declared to be “ so dedicated, for a
specific object, that it is not expedient for them to inter-
fere.” If, therefore, the house may be taken from the
Congregational incumbent, either in whole, or part—why
may not all connected with it be transferred on the same
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principle? This no doubt is the ultimate aim of the
petitioners.

4th. This concession may he of essential injury to me
as regards the college corporation. They have already
set aside a plain contract, existing between myself and
a former board, solely on the ground of diminished suc-
cess. They have brought no other charge. What will
they say and do when they shall learn that in addition to
my other misfortunes, I am excluded from the meeting-
house ? They may well infer that the Legislature see
something more faulty in me, than they themselves dis-
covered.

sth. Because the petitioners have more than equiva-
lent to what (exclusive of my own labor,) can be derived
by me from the parsonage. Two hundred and forty dol-
lars per year, in ready money, (without the trouble of
collecting from uncertain sources,) being the moiety of
my college salary, received by them, constitutes no small
advantage, and might well content them. This, united

O 7

with the annual gratuity from the State, enables them
to have a school-master and minister at once, without
any expense. Their pastor and teacher can give himself
wholly to his calling ; while I am compelled to cart wood,

&,c. Stc.. in order to meet my necessary expenses. Surely
such a favored people ought not to complain of want of
a place of worship, when they have the exclusive use of
tw'o good and large school-houses, for which myself ob-
tained a grant of $4OO from the State, for their accommo-

dation.
6th. Because it will virtually promote one sect to

the disadvantage and possibly suppression of the other.
The partv making request, have the civil arm on their
side. The selectmen of Marshpee, have, in unusual de-
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gree, the distribution of favors at command. They have,
in unusual degree, too, the means of annoying such as
do not coincide with them. Mysell and society have
already as nearly suffered persecution as the present state
of society will admit. Should they obtain but a share of
the meeting-house, they will easily find means of making
our seats uncomfortable, and effecting our expulsion.
The selectmen have full discretionary power in the ap-
plication of the alienated half of my salary. A distin-
guished member of the corporation assured me, “they
had a right to apply it to the support of a fanatic, if they
had evidence that true religion is promoted.” Is it not
credible, that it may be very troublesome (to say no
more.) to be associated in possession of the same house,
with a fanatic?

7th. Because union houses of worship are noted fail-
ures in the most favorable circumstances. Here the
union will be constrained. The wide difference in faith
and practice renders the scheme impracticable. Judging
from facts within my certain knowledge, nothing but the
love of victory, and the hope of suppressing all religious
liberty, so far as my society is concerned—even of exter-
minating that society—has led to this proposal. Indif-
ference and scepticism will be likely to arise here

, from
having opposing statements from the same desk, even
though the discussion may be on only the minor topics of
the Christian system. Unkind feeling will unavoidably
be generated, especially on the part of those who neces-
sarily feel themselves aggrieved by the proposed arrange-
ment. Inconveniences incalculable will occur. Neither
party will be fully accommodated. They will embarrass
each other, and contests will arise. It is scarcely in hu-
man nature, even when measurably under the control of
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divine grace, to feel complacently, or worship purely,
where others worship who may have injured us already,
and would injure us still farther if they could. Surely
therefore, we have reason to put up with redoubled fre-
quency and fervency, the prayer, “ Lead us not into
(this) temptation.”

Bth. As a final reason why their prayer should not be
granted, it is believed on grounds satisfactory to myself
and others, that this request is only preliminary to further
demands. No one acquainted with the history of recent
events, can suppose that said petitioners will be satisfied
with the object of their present asking. The dominant
party have always been encroaching in their disposition.
When they obtained half my salary, it whet their appe-
tite, and they almost immediately took measures to ob-
tain possession of the remainder. In 1834, their legal
adviser, by letters read in open town-meeting, urged them
to assume immediate possession of the. meeting-house and
parsonage, as their undoubted property. They were re-
strained from compliance with such “ counsel only by
another letter from a respectable hand, providentially re-
ceived just in time to prevent proceedings. They have
for five years past been ruled by the same spirit. Their
first petition (1833) prayed the Legislature to dismiss
and remove me out of their bounds. And the leaders in
power have never lost sight of this project. Hence they
have used almost constantly every means of annoyance
within their power. They have dealt in a manner so in-
describably treacherous, and used such an amount of arti-
fice, that I have no reliance on them, in any case where
it is possible for them to gain advantage. Ido not think
it possible, therefore, in the present case, for them to give
me a pledge that will justify mo and my people in believ-
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ing, that if they are now gratified, other designs are not
meditated, and that other petitions will not he presented
to an indefinite extent. There are no bounds to their
claims and demands upon me. No concession has ever
yet been made from any quarter, but their demands have
been increased ! I am also well aware of the foreign
influence exerted upon them ! I tvell remember the part-
ing address to me, by their legal adviser, in the capital,
“ I shall he able, depend on it, to unsettle you in about
three years.” Will not then the desired arrangement
prove, but “as the letting out of waters?” And is it ex-
pedient or justifiable, to put a society actuated by such
dispositions, and under such an influence, into a position
by which they might effect the extinction of an ancient
order of Christianity, and of a church of Christ, dating its
era from the venerable Eliot ?

Myself and society feel ourselves under deep obligation
to the Hon. Legislature for their late grant. Through
their liberality, we have placed the ancient house of wor-
ship in excellent repair—we have done something for its
embellishment at our own private expense. We have
enjoyed a few months’ quietude, and w'e hoped we might
“ go on our way rejoicing,” and, living in peace with all
men, grow in grace, and seek the prosperity of Zion.—
And we most humbly and ardently beseech those who
have the power over us, not to tantalize us by barely al-
lowing us to taste the cup of comfort, and then dash it
suddenly to the ground !

I solemnly protest my unfeigned wish for peace. I
declare that I cherish no vengeful feelings, and that I
have a love and hearty good will even towards those of
whom truth and a just self-defence has compelled me to

state some unsavory truths. It is my firm belief, that,
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under paternal counsel from your honorable body, and
through a provision granted to each to move without col-
lision, each portion of this community in their several
appropriate spheres, great good may yet be done, and
great happiness be enjoyed. I therefore humbly and ar-
dently entreat, that the petitioners may be helped to a
place of worship by themselves. There will then be no
cause of provocation or interference with each other.—
The two societies, beneficiaries of the same charity, will
no longer either offer or receive uncharitable measure—-
and it will no longer be remarked, to our disgrace, that
the seamless coat of our Saviour is rent by us, and that,
through the misuse of his bounty, the venerable Dr. Wil-
liams is fclo de se!

In fine, myself and society cannot but remonstrate, with
our whole heart, against the prayer of our opponents.
Grant their first request, and we shall feel it as the seal-
ing of our doom. We shall never afterward enter that
house without a feeling that we have been supplanted.
We shall not indeed ever be able so much as to look
toward that house, so long the seat of our solemnities.
In surrendering this, we cannot but feel we shall surren-
der all. And we plead exemption from any charge of
disrespect, when we finally entreat your honors—give our

opponents no use in the meeting-house, or give them all!
And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

PHINEAS FISH,

Missionary at Marshpee.




