
HOUSE .No. 3.

The following Order being moved by Mr Stevenson, of Boston, viz ;

House of Representatives, Jan. ,
1842,

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance, inquire into the
expediency of providing by law, that all moneys which shall be
received by this Commonwealth under the act of Congress, to
distribute the proceeds of Sales of Public Lands among the sev-
eral States, shall be appropriated in the first instance to the
payment of any debts due from, or to become due from, this
Commonwealth, and to report by Bill or otherwise.

Mr Thomas, of Charlestown, moves to add thereto the fol-
lowing, viz :

With instructions to report Resolutions of the following effect
and tenor, to wit:

First, That the federal government is a government of en-
umerated powers, all powers not delegated to the United States
by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, being
expressly reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Second, That the constitution has not given to the federal
government the power to divide the contents of the treasury
jf the United States, or any part thereof, among the States, or
itherwise, or to raise money, or to appropriate revenue for any
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other purpose than to pay the debts and provide for the neces-
sary expenses of the Union ; and that, therefore, the proposed
distribution of a part of the revenue of the United States is
unconstitutional.

Third, That even if the measure in question were constitu-
tional, no justification could be found for it in the plea of ex-
pediency, now, when the federal government is, day by day,
unable to meet its necessary expenses.

Fourth, That its obvious tendency and inevitable result, if
persisted in, will be to subvert our free institutions, by making
the States pensioners of the federal government, and consoli-
dating all power in the central head.

Fifth, That having sworn to obey the constitution of the
United States, and being bound to regard the interests and
honor of Massachusetts, we ought not to receive any portion
of the moneys unconstitutionally and unjustly abstracted from
the public treasury, and that Massachusetts will not receive the
same.






