
HOUSE No. 7.

Chatham.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the remon-
strance of Thomas Smith and others, against the right of
the sitting member from Chatham, Ephraim Taylor, Esq.,
beg leave to

That the following statement of facts appeared before them.
On the first day of election, after several votes had been re-

ceived, two clergymen deposited their ballots, their names be-
ing on the check 1ist,——but they were challenged on the spot,
and admitted that they had never been taxed ; a discussion en-
sued as to what was to be done, illegal votes having been ad-
mitted, and the chairman of the selectmen removed all the
votes which had been given in, and called upon the voters to
bring in their ballots anew.

At this ballot no choice was effected. When this was known
a motion was made to adjourn to the next day : but the chair-
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man declined putting it then to the meeting, as the votes for
governor, &c. were not yet sealed up. The warrant for the
meeting contained an item of town business. The voters
therefore proceeded to choose a moderator and transact the
town business; after the conclusion of which, the member,
Mr. Taylor, declares that the motion of adjournment was put
and carried. The remonstrants, in their memorial, declare that
it was not put. Neither party offered any testimony. The
certificate of the silting member, with the signature of the se-
lectmen, bears date the 9th. On the 9th, Mr, Taylor was
elected at the first ballot.

Mr. Taylor, the sitting member, was chairman of the select-
men, but was not a candidate the first day. On the first day
one hundred and forty-four voters answered to their names,—
on the second day one hundred and seventy-one citizens voted,

and Mr. Taylor then had one hundred and nine vote

The committee are aware that the emptying of the ballot-
box was an irregularity ; and some citizens might have voted
and gone home. In fact, the remonstrants alleged that such
was the case, but offered no proof of the fact; still the com-
mittee see plainly that the selectmen had discovered that ille-
gal votes had been thrown, and being anxious to avoid future
embarrassments, adopted a course not objected to at the time,
and which was undoubtedly based upon honest and conscien-
tious motives.

As there was no proof offered that any voter had voted and
retired, —as there was no choice among three candidates, upon
the other trial on the same day,—and as a new candidate was
set up and elected the next day, when there were twenty-seven
more voters present, the committee believe that the will of the
majority of the town is fairly, legally and constitutionally rep-
resented by the sitting member, and therefore recommend that
the remonstrants have leave to withdraw their petition.

For the committee

JOHN C. PARK. Chairman






