
HOUSE No. 27.

Council Chamber, Feb. 12, 1842.

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sir:—ln compliance with- a request of the House under*
date of the 11th instant, I transmit a communication from the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, covering all the information
which has been received by the Executive Department, from
the Massachusetts Humane Society, upon the subject to which
the request has reference.

J. DAVIS.

MESSAGE.
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Secretary’s Office, Feb. 12, 1842-

To His Excellency the Governor:

Sir :—I have the honor to place in your hands all the com-
munications which have been received by the Executive De-
partment, from the Massachusetts Humane Society, since the
passage of the Resolves appropriating moneys for the estab-
lishment of life-boats,—in order that Your Excellency may
comply with a request of the House of Representatives, under
date of the 11th instant.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN P. BIGELOW.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.

grommontoealUj of iHassartjttfmts.
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To His Excellency John Davis, and to the Honorable Council.

Agreeably to the resolve of the Legislature of Massachusetts,
passed March 17, 1841, allowing thirteen hundred and fifty
dollars from the treasury of the State for furnishing three Life-
Boats, to be stationed as follows; one near Race Point, one
at Nantucket, and one at Chatham, —1 beg leave to report to
your Excellency and to the honorable Council, that it has been
attended to. Houses have been built and the boats placed
therein, and suitable crews appointed by the selectmen of each
town for managing them. Finding another boat was absolutely
necessary, and being strongly solicited from the town of Ply-
mouth, I prevailed on the mechanics to give in a part of their
labor, and build the boats for fifty dollars less each, which
enabled me to provide a fourth boat for that situation, by
the Humane Society paying the balance, $175 86, as per ac-
count annexed. That boat has been delivered to the select-
men of Plymouth, who have had a house erected and men ap-
pointed to take charge of her. Thus sixteen life-boats are now
stationed between Martha’s Vineyard and Newburyport, fifteen
of them under the direction of the Massachusetts Humane So-
ciety, and the one on Plum Island under charge of the Marine
Society of Newburyport; and I have the satisfaction to state,
that they have already been the sole means, under Providence,
of saving the lives of twenty-eight shipwrecked mariners, who
otherwise must have met a watery grave, as no other boats
could have withstood the heavy sea.

In the gale of the 17th December last, the ship Mohawk was
cast on shore at Nantasket Beach, when the life-boat stationed
there was launched into the surf, and in endeavoring to save
the crew she was driven on the rocks and badly stove, since
which she has been brought to the city, and is now repairing ;



4 [Feb.LIFE-BOATS.

will be finished soon, and replaced in its proper station,—the
cost of which will be from sixty to eighty dollars.

These boats will be constantly wanting repairs, painting,
&c. &c., and it will be necessary that a small appropriation
should be made for that purpose, subject to the treasurer of the
Massachusetts Humane Society. The amount can be limited to,
say, seven or eight hundred dollars: no more will be drawn for
than is actually wanted, and a correct account will be rendered
of the expenditure.

I have the honor to be, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

BENJAMIN RICH,

President Massachusetts Humane Society.

Boston, January 11, 1842.

Cost of four life-boats, with the houses, fixtures, &c. $1,525 86

Cr.

Commonwealth, ....$1,350 00
Balance paid by the Humane Society, 175 86

$1,525 86

cash received of the treasurer of the



1842.] 5HOUSE—No. 27.

\

Boston, January 10, 1841.

Sir :—I have the honor to present to your Excellency and to
your honorable Council the accompanying report, in compli-
ance with the resolve of the Legislature, of March 21, 1840 ;

and

Have the honor to be,

With the highest respect,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

FRANCIS PARKMAN.
Governor Davis.
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Boston, Dec. 4, 1840.

To His Excellency , Marcus Morton, and to the Honorable
Council.

The Legislature of the Commonwealth, having, by a resolve
of March 21st, 1840, allowed from the treasury of the State
five thousand dollars to the President and Trustees of the Mas-
sachusetts Humane Society, “ for the purpose of furnishing
life-boats to be stationed at the most exposed parts of the sea-
coast, within this Commonwealth and the said trustees be-
ing requested in the same resolve to report to the Governor and
Council their expenditure of the funds thus appropriated :

The trustees of said society, in compliance with the said
request, beg leave to present to your Excellency and to the hon-
orable Council the following report, as submitted to their own
body, by a committee chosen from themselves to carry into ef-
fect the above-mentioned resolve :

The committee, in addition to a life-boat provided by the
Humane Society,” have built eleven, which are stationed in
the following places:

One boat at Nantucket; one do. at Martha’s Vineyard ; three
on Cape Cod, which are arranged by John Atkins, Esq., with
the approbation of the selectmen. One at Cohasset; one
at Nantasket Beach ; one at Lynn ; one at Gloucester; one at
Sandy Bay ; one at Plum Island, under the care of the Humane
Society of Newburyport; one on Scituate Beach,—and paid for
by the Massachusetts Humane Society.*

The whole number of boats thus provided is twelve, all of
which are furnished with oars, buckets, and four bars of iron
for ballast. These can be taken out, when it is necessary to

transport the boats to any distance. A house of twenty-five
feet long, eight and an half wide, shingled on the top, and
battened at the sides, has been built for each boat.

* See Appendix to this Report.
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The following is a copy of the letter addressed in the name
of the trustees, to the selectmen of the different towns :

Boston, August 10, 1840.

Hon. George B. Upton, and the Selectmen of Nantucket,

With the money granted by the State, the Massachusetts
Humane Society have a life-boat finished, which they wish
placed in the best situation, to relieve ship-wrecked mariners
on your island. They wish you to select ten active men, one
of whom to be appointed as chairman, (sending to us theirnames,
that they may be recorded in the books of the society,) to take
charge of said boat. Any five or six of such individuals, be-
ing present, can manage her. Their services, however, must
be considered as granted voluntarily for humane and charitable
purposes; and whenever any meritorious act is performed by
these volunteers in the boat in rescuing lives, they shall be suit-
ably rewarded, on a full representation of the same to this so-
ciety.

It is necessary that a suitable house should be built to pro-
tect the boat from the weather. It should be, &c. &c. [Here
follow certain directions for the construction of the boats, and
an engagement on the part of the trustees for the payment of
the same ;] and the letter is signed by

BENJAMIN RICH,

President of the Massachusetts Humane Society.
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The amount expended for the boats, houses, &c., is as
follows;
Paid Whitman and Holbrook for 8 boats, . . $1,936 00
“ To Fernald for working copper, . . . 414 91
“ Revere copper company for copper, . . 738 90
“ Josiah Gifford, through John Atkins, Esq.,

Cape Cod, for three boats and houses, . . 867 55
“ Henry N. Hooper, for spikes, nails, &c., . 216 00
“ Hosea Ashley for painting, . . . 126 90
“ Curtis and Learned, for ballast, (pig iron,) . 67 19
“ A. Fearing, for buckets, dippers and leather, 39 56
“ for five houses, ...... 325 70
“ “ rope, dbc. ...... 40 00

$4772 72
One house at the Vineyard, }

“ “ “ Rockport, > estimated at cost
“ “ “ Cohasset. J

190 00

$4962 72

From the foregoing statement, it will appear, that of the five
thousand dollars received by the trustees from the treasury of
the Commonwealth, there have been expended, for the pur-
poses for which it was granted, four thousand nine hundred
and sixty-two dollars seventy-two cents—leaving a balance
unexpended of said grant, of thirty-seven dollars twenty-eight
cents: which, together with the sum of two hundred dollars
received from the Newburyport Marine Society, leaves a bal-
ance of $237 28 in the hands of our treasurer, for the above-
named purposes.

All which is respectfully submitted, agreeably to the direc-
tion of the trustees.

FRANCIS PARKMAN,
HENRY OXNARD,

Committee of the Trustees,
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The following is a more particular statement of the location or station
of each life-boat, with the name of the captain, or “ headman,” haying
charge of the same.

Headman.
Edward H. Barker.North Beach Street,

On the beach below Tower Hill in Edgartown
harbor, Benjamin Worth.

Southerly end of the second cliff, about three quar-
ters of a mile south of the harbor, Luther Prouty.

George Nickerson.North side of the entrance to the harbor,

Hull Beach, Robert Gould.

Long Beach, James Phillips.

GLOUCESTER.
Fort Point Doane Ryder

2

APPENDIX.

NANTUCKET.

MARTHA’S VINEYARD.

SCITUATE.

COHASSET.

NANTASKET BEACH

LYNN.

Station
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Station. Headman.

At the Light-house, Wigwam Point, Samuel Witham.

Cape Cod.—Three Boats, viz.

Nausett Beach, one mile south of the Light-house, Henry Hatch.

Three-quarters of a mile north of the northern
light, John Knowles.

Stout’s Creek, Henry Atkins.

To these are to he added a life-boat stationed at Rockport, on Sandy
Bay, Long Cove, under the charge of Ebenezer Lowe ; and another,
(making in all thirteen,) at Plum Island,, under the care of the New-
buryport Marine Society,

FRANCIS PARKMAN,

Vice-President of Massachusetts Humane Society.

ANNISQUAM.

EASTHAM.

TRURO.

PROVINCETOWN.


