
HOUSE No. 31.

House of Representatives,

The Special Committee to whom was referred the order of the
House directing them to ascertain for what sum the West
Boston and Canal Bridges can be purchased ; also to con-
sider the expediency of purchasing one or both of said
bridges, and collecting tolls upon them until a sum shall be
raised to pay for them, and a fund accumulated, the interest
of which shall be sufficient to keep them in repair, respect-
fully submit the following

The committee are of opinion that the interests of a large
portion of the community would be advanced and promoted by
making these two great avenues free as soon as practicable.
Their charters have about thirty-six years to run, and if the
Commonwealth shall adopt the same policy towards these
bridges it has already adopted in regard to the Warren and
Charles River Bridges, they may be free long before their char-
ters shall expire. The committee believe that the State may
purchase these avenues without detriment to the public inter-
ests. The directors of both companies twice appeared before
the committee, and gave such information in regard to the re-
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ceipts, expenditures and dividends, as was deemed essential to
a full understanding of the subject. The corporations were
also called together, to decide upon the price for which they
would dispose of their franchises and corporate property to the
Commonwealth. The corporators of the West Boston Bridge
were unable to fix the price of their property, but they voted
to sell to the State for a just and equitable sum, to be deter-
mined by disinterested persons. The committee have there-
fore reported a resolve for the appointment of commissioners
for that purpose. The average receipts for the last five years
have been twenty-four thousand seventy-nine dollars and sixty-
one cents per annum ; average expenses eleven thousand one
hundred and forty-nine dollars and ten cents ; and average div-
idends twelve thousand nine hundred thirty dollars fifty-one
cents.

The corporators of the Canal Bridge voted to dispose of their
property to the Commonwealth for the sum of sixty thousand
dollars, but the committee believed the sum too high, and they
have reported a bill giving them fifty-four thousand dollars for
their franchise and property. The average receipts for the
three last years have been nine thousand four hundred and
eighty-two dollars and sixty-seven cents; average expenses
twenty-nine hundred and thirteen dollars and seventy-four
cents ; and the average dividends have been six thousand five
hundred and sixty-eight dollars and ninety-three cents.

Since the tolls were put upon Charles River and Warren
Bridges, the receipts of the Canal Bridge have nearly doubled
in amount; and the committee believe that the dividends for
some years will be as high as eight thousand per annum ;

so that the bridge may be made free, and a sum raised to keep
it in repair, in about one third of the time the charter has to

run.
HENRY WILSON, Chairman.
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AN ACT
Relating to the Canal Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. The treasurer of the Commonwealth is
2 hereby authorized and directed to issue scrip or certifi-
-3 cates of debt in the name and in behalf of the Com-
-4 monwealth for the sum of fifty-four thousand dollars,
5 in sums of one thousand dollars each, payable to bearer,
6 and bearing an interest of five per cent, per annum,
7 payable semi-annually at the office of the treasurer of
8 the Commonwealth, on the first days of January and
9 July, and said scrip or certificate of debt shall be re-

-10 deemable at the pleasure of the Commonwealth after
11 eight years ; and the treasurer of the Commonwealth
12 shall deliver said scrip or certificates of debt to the
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13 treasurer of the proprietors of Canal Bridge, to be di-
-14 vided, or the proceeds thereof to be divided among said
15 proprietors, according to the number of shares they
16 may respectively "hold, whenever said proprietors shall
17 deliver to the treasurer of the Commonwealth afore-
-18 said a good and sufficient instrument in form, to be
19 approved by the governor and council, surrendering to
20 the Commonwealth all their right and title in and to
21 said Canal Bridge, to the materials of which it is con-
22 structed, and the franchise or right to take tolls as
23 heretofore granted to them ; provided, said proprietors
24 shall be released from all liabilities and obligations
25 imposed by their charter and acts relating thereto, and
26 be allowed to have the powers of a corporation, for the
27 purpose of closing and settling their concerns, as pro-
-28 vided in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Sta-
-29 tutes.

1 Sec. 2. For the purpose of redeeming the said
Q COIMD Al* ODidifionfocl nf rlcihf nv*/~»mrlnrl m fFo2 scrip or certificates of debt, provided for in the above
3 section, and for the further purpose of repairing and
4 keeping in repair the said Canal Bridge as a free pub-
5 lie avenue, there shall he levied and paid the same
6 rates of toll upon said bridge as heretofore granted and
7 received by the proprietors thereof, and the same shall
8 be paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth, ac
9 cording to the provisions of this a
1 Sec. 3. The agent of the Commonwealth for the
9 P D I'A a( f Cl WOiM’on Kvurl O’A olioll Ko onnAintAr] of tliAcare of the Warren bridge, shall be appointed at the
3 proper time by the governor and council, to superin-
4 tend said bridge, with full power to keep the same in
5 repair ; to appoint toll gatherers, and all other suitable
6 persons, from time to time, to collect and receive
7 said tolls, and to do all necessary things in regard to
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8 said bridge ; and said agent shall render to the gov-
-9 ernor and council a quarterly account of all receipts of

10 toll at said bridge, and of all other receipts on account
11 ol said bridge, and of all expenditures in relation
12 thereto ; and shall at the same time pay over to the
13 treasurer of the Commonwealth the balance of said
14 quarterly account remaining in his hands. And the
15 said agent shall, on the second Wednesday of Janu-
-16 ary in each year, make a report to the Legislature of
17 all his doings as such agent, and shall add thereto a
18 full account of all his receipts and expenditures dur-
-19 ing the year preceding.

1 Sec. 4. The governor, with the advice and consent
2 of the council, shall demand and receive from such
3 agent, a bond with sureties in such sum, as they shall
4 deem sufficient for the faithful performance of his du-
-5 ties as agent, and shall also fix the annual compensa-
-6 tion to be allowed to such agent out of said tolls ;

7 and said agent shall be removable at the pleasure of
8 the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
9 the council.

1 Sec. 5. Whenever the tolls collected on said bridge
2 shall be sufficient to reimburse the Commonwealth
3 for all sums paid or to be paid, for the redemption of
4 said scrip or certificates of debt, with interest thereon,
5 and for all current and incidental expenses ot its su-
-6 perintendence, management and repairs with interest,
7 leaving a fund of thirty thousand dollars for the future
8 support of said bridge, then the tolls on said bridge
9 shall cease.



RESOLVE

Concerning the West Boston Bridge.

Resolved , That his Excellency, the Governor, by and
with the advice and consent of the Council, appoint three
Commissioners to appraise the West Boston Bridge, and
report to the next Legislature.
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