
HOUSE No. 38.

The Select Committee, to whom was referred an order of the
14th January last, and to whom subsequently was referred

a large number of petitions from twelve towns in Norfolk
and Plymouth counties, bearing over 1000 signatures, and
praying for an investigation into the affairs of the Neponset
Bridge Corporation, have carefully considered the subject by
examination into certain books and papers of said corporation,
and by repeated hearings of the petitioners, as well as for
the defence, and ask leave to present the following

That the proprietors of the Neponset Bridge and Turnpike,
a highway of nearly 3J miles in length, located partly in Dor-
chester and partly in Quincy, and connecting these two towns
together by a bridge over Neponset River, received their char-
ter from the General Court of Massachusetts, March 11, 1802 ;

an additional act was passed February 7, 1803, changing
the location of the bridge further up the river, and establishing
the tolls at a lower rate. The distinguishing features of the
charter are as follows, viz : Corporate name is styled “ the
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Proprietors of Neponset Bridge ”—the clerk of said corporation
to be duly sworn to the faithful discharge of his office. In
section 3, relative to taking tolls, is the following :—“ and
the time when the toll-gatherer shall not attend to his duty,
the gate or gates (near the bridge) shall be left open. And the
said toll shall commence on the day of opening of said bridge
for passengers ; and shall continue for, and during the term of
seventy years; at the end of which time, the said bridge shall
be delivered up in good repair to, and for the use of this gov-
ernment : provided , that at the time of opening said bridge, the
said corporation shall cause a true and just account of the ex-
penses thereof, and at the end of every three years there-after-
wards, a just and true account of their receipts and disbursements,
to be returned into the office of the Secretary of this Common-
wealth ; and that after forty years from the opening said
bridge, the General Court may regulate the rates of toll receiv-
able at the said gate.”

Section 5 contains the following :—
<! the said bridge shall be

well built, at least thirty feet wide, and of good, suitable
materials ; and on the easterly side of channel, a part of the
bridge shall be high enough for a gondola loaded with hay to

pass at high tide ; and shall have, at a suitable place, a good
draw or passage-way thirty feet wide, which shall be constant-
ly attended, and all times be opened by the proprietors of said
bridge, when required, through which vessels may pass both by
day and by night, without toll. * # # # With sufficient
rails outside (of the bridge), planked three feet high on each
side, and on one side an inside railing, five feet distant from
the outside railing, for the safety of passengers. Corporation
to hold land not exceeding four thousand dollars in value.
Said road shall not be more than four, nor less than three rods
wide on the upland ; and five rods wide, at least, and not more
than six rods (including the canals,) on the marsh.”

The committee have the unpleasant duty to state, that evi-
dence of a highly respectable character from several individuals,
has been adduced on oath before them, that many provisions in
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the charter of the said corporation, as quoted above, have been
violated, or never complied with. The first and secondreturns
to the department of State, were defective in accuracy, as to
the cost of the bridge, turnpike, and land. From the year
1809 to 1818, there were no returns made to the office of sec-
retary of State ; these back returns have been made during the
present winter, having been on a tedious journey from Quincy
to Boston 24 years and upwards.

It was shown in evidence before the committee, that the con-
struction of the bridge and certain portions of the turnpike did
not conform to the requirements in the charter. No inner rail-
ings have ever been built; tolls have been taken from foot-pas-
sengers more than twenty years, without there being any inner
railing on the bridge to protect them from the danger of horses
and carriages ; the bridge ever has been, and is, imperfectly
lighted at night. Serious inconvenience and delay have re-
sulted by the invariable closing of the toll-gate at night, when
the toll-keeper was not on duty; this last has been represented
as a public annoyance, particularly to market-men. Navigation
has been detained in the night-time by the delays ofraising the
draw of said bridge, for a passage through. Other charges
were brought against said corporation, but less prominent and
less worthy of notice by the committee. The cost of the turn-
pike and bridge, as appears by assessments paid in, was $-34,000,
including over ten acres of land located near Neponset River,
and now owned and improved by said corporation. The
amount of receipts from October 28, A. D. 1803, to Dec. 31,
A. D. 1841, is $197,878. Disbursements in the same given
period, $52,506 ; leaving the balance of net proceeds to be
$145,372. It will thus appear, that the stockholders in said
corporation have been fully reimbursed for all outlays, and divi-
dends amounting to the immense sum of $150,000 and over,
besides, have been and will be received prior to October, 1843.
The spirit and intent of public grants like the one in question,
has evidently been met here ; the Legislature of Massachusetts
loaned this franchise to the enterprizing projectors and succes-
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sors of the Neponset Bridge, until a full reimbursement of prin-
cipal and a liberal rate of interest, as an indemnity meritori-
ously due to enterprize, had been received. On the 28lh Octo-
ber, 1843, if not now, the turnpike and bridge will have been
paid for, or an interest of about 12 per cent, from the begin-
ning received on the capital stock. The public have long been
the patrons of this successful corporation, particularly the towns
of duincy, Braintree, Weymouth, and the sea-board towns in
Plymouth and Barnstable counties ; bearing an onerous burden
of high taxation, imposed on every individual crossing Nepon-
set Bridge ; with a bright hope and belief, however, that this
taxation would in a great measure cease in 1843.

It is asked respectfully by a large number of petitioners, but
it is asked as an immunity due them ; —that if the Legislature
do not declare the charter of this corporation forfeited,by vio-
lations of its provisions, as set forth in evidence, the tolls should
be reduced at a very low rate. Taking into consideration hu-
man imperfection, and unintentional neglects or omissions,
common to grants of this character and age, the committee do
not recommend the charter of the Neponset Bridge Corporation
be forfeited, but they leave this subject open for the consider-
ation of the Legislature ; they unanimously recommend a re-
duction in the rates of tolls of said corporation, and respectfully
submit the accompanying bill.

WILLIAM B DUGGAN.

order of the committee
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Jn the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. That for the purpose of supporting the
2 Neponset Bridge, and turnpike connected with the
3 same, the establishment of the rates of toll on said
4 bridge shall, from and after October 28, A. D. 1843,
5 be as follows, viz : For each person and horse, one
6 cent; for each horse and cart, wagon, and sled, two
7 cents ; for each team drawn by more than one beast,
8 four cents : for each team drawn by three beasts, five
9 cents ; for each team drawn by more than three beasts,

10 six cents ; for each horse and chaise, sulkey, carryall
11 or sleigh, five cents ; lor each coach, chariot, phseton

AN ACT
In addition to an act relative to the Neponset Bridge

Corporation.

OCommonUjfiUtJ) of JHassadjusetts*
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12 and curricle, ten cents. And the General Court may
13 at any time regulate the rates of toll receivable at said
14 gate.

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that the inhab-
-2 itants of the town of Dorchester, residing on the east-
-3 erly side of Neponset River, shall have a right at all
4 times to pass and re-pass to any parts of the limits of
5 said town of Dorchester over said bridge free of toll.

1 Sec. 3. And he it further enacted,
that the said

2 corporation be required to make annual returns into
3 the secretary of state’s office, instead of triennial re-
-4 turns as now required by their charter.

1 Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, that the said
2 charter of incorporation, so far as it relates to the tak-
-3 ing of toll and making triennial returns, is hereby re-
-4 pealed, from and after the 28th day of October, in the
5 year eighteen hundred and forty-three.

4






