
Memorial 

The Hbnorable Thomas H. Connelly 

JUSTICE, :MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE BRIGHTON DISTRICT 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

1915 - 1957 

., 





Ponrait by JAcoB BINDER 

Boston 





MEMORIAL 

The Honorable Thomas H. Connelly 

COURT HOUSE, BRIGHTON, 

MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY, 
1 
MAY 25, 1958 

THREE O'CLOCK 



. IUL 1 1958 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 

• ._ L L • < ' ' I ' I ' I I .. • I ._ 

' . .. .~ ~- ... : ,._ .. . . : 
.. - ' . . . . 

• '- .. . . ' • ' ' ; ' . t • • • ••• 

', • ' ' ,, - ' • •• ' • . ..¥\.. :: ;: 
' •• ' '. : .. .. ' ,· •••• j ' ' : - .. , ... .... : .,_ .. ; 



PROGRAM 
~ 

Presiding: 

THE HoNORABLE JoHN J. SULLIVAN 

Special Justice, Municipal. Court of the Brighton District 

With him on the Bench 

THE HONORABLE KENNETH L. NASH 

Chairman of the A dministrative Committee of the 
District Courts of Massachusetts 

I. Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RIGHT REVEREND OscAR R. O'GoRMAN 

Pastor, St. Agnes' Church , A rlington 

Dear Savior of mankind, Lawgiver and Judge Supreme, bless us we beseech Thee as 
we unite this day to cherish and preserve the memory of Judge Thomas Connelly, late of 
this Court, whom we believe to have served Thee surpassingly well in his administration 
of Thy justice and in all his living. 

We give thanks for the gifts of nature and grace with which in Thy Providence Thou 
didst endow him and 'for the Divine guidance which Thou didst vouchsafe him. 

The keenness and breadth of his fine mind, his gentleness and generosity of soul, his 
great personal charm, his capacity for warmest friendship, for deepest loyalty, for extraor
dinary sympathy and understanding, these were Thy gifts to him, as were also the loftiness 
of his ideals, the solid foundations of his training, his sturdy strength and his wealth of 
experience. 

These and other talents Thou gavest him. By him were they well employed and 
multiplied in humble patience, in fidelity and perseverance. In such manner dost Thou 
admirably provide that for the heavier burdens and the more responsible tasks among us 
there shall be men of stature and integrity. 

Through Thy goodness and through the merits of Thy servant, Thomas, this com
munity has therefore been blessed these many years with a wise and upright judge, a man 
of compassion albeit with true force of character, a dignified and responsible leader whose 
strong but gentle influence has deeply affected human lives and events of moment within 
the jurisdiction of this court and far beyond. He was a true counsellor, a helper of men 
great and small, and thus were his days busy and rich and replete with human kindness. 

We cherish his memory in affection. We loved him for his greater virtues and his 
lesser ones: for his unfailing warmth, for the keenness of his practical judgment, his fine 
grasp of pertinent affairs, for the wit which constantly marked both his modesty and the 



wholesomeness of a well-stored mind. We who knew him well call attention to the 
manner of man he was that others may take strength from his happy achievement. Our 
knowledge of his merit impels us so to do. 

We give thee thanks therefore, dear Lord, very especially on this occasion and we ask 
You to bless our humble endeavor with fruitfulness. May the memory of Judge Connelly 
and the tradition of sagacity, of uprightness and compassion that he left here abide in the 
procedure of this court and in the hearts of many men to the benefit of all. 

And may his gentle and generous soul dwell forever with Thee, in peace and in 
Thy glory. Amen. 

2. Presentation of Portrait . THE HONORABLE PAUL G. KIRK 

Associate /ustice of the Superior Court, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

May it please your Honors:-

On behalf of the many friends and with the approbation of the family of the late 
Thomas H. Connelly, who was the presiding magistrate of this court for forty-two years, 
this portrait is presented. 

It does not depict him in the sunset of his life as all here present so fondly, and quite 
naturally, remember him. Nor does it picture him in the mid-morning of his manhood as 
some here can recall him, when the vitality of the athlete was still discernible in his face 
and figure. But it does portray him, and truly, when the course of his life had reached its 
meridian, when the serenity of his mind, the patience of his disposition and the kindness 
of his heart were fully registered upon the noble form in which his features had been 
fashioned by nature. 

Our Commonwealth forbids the conduct of court business on the Lord's Day. I there
fore respectfully request your Honors that at your next session formal notation be made 
that this portrait has been accepted by the court. I likewise respectfully suggest that a com
plete record of these proceedings be given a permanent place in the files of the court. All 
this to the end that, from the brush of the artist who was his neighbor, and from the words 
of the speakers who were long his friends, there may be made known to his successors 
and to ours the respect and affection in which we held him; and that he was, moreover, a 
good and a just man. 

3. Address THE HONORABLE w ALTER L. COLLINS 

Associate /ustice of the Superior Court, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

We are gathered here to memorialize the life of the late Thomas H. Connelly, the 
presiding Judge of the Municipal Court of the Brighton District for more than two score 
years. He was born on April 3, 1882 within the shades of historic Copp's Hill in the 
densely populated and cosmopolitan north end of Boston where so many generations from 
distant lands made their first American homes. 

He was one of six children, of whom two survive-Margaret, a lawyer in Boston, and 
his devoted sister Mary. His late brother Patrick rose from the ranks and for years was 
Postmaster of the City of Boston. 



As a boy in the old Eliot School he was an excellent scholar and a leader among his 
playmates in athletic activities. On graduation he entered the oldest public high school in 
America, The Boston English High, where he excelled in scholarship and athletics. In his 
day the north end did not abound in playgrounds, yet so strong and virile was he that he 
made the English High School Football Eleven in hisJunior year, and had the singular 
honor of being its Captain for two years-in 1?98 and 1899. 

After graduation he studied shorthand and became an expert in this field. He studied 
law and soon was admitted to the Bar. 

In 1907 sunshine came into his life. He married his boyhood sweetheart, the beautiful 
and talented vocalist Grace Gibbons. Sadne;s soon came into his life. She passed away 
within a year of his marriage, leaving an infant Thomas, now one of Boston's outstanding 
heart specialists. 

When a youthful lawyer, he became an intimate friend and adviser of the late Honor
able David I. Walsh. He was Governor Walsh's confidential secretary while the latter was 
Chief Executive of the Commonwealth. For his fidelity and conscientious devotion to the 
duties of his office he was appointed by Governor Walsh in 1915 to be the Judge of this, 
the Municipal Court of the Brighton District. 

Again joy and happiness was his. He married the talented and vivacious Isabel Curry 
one year after he donned the judicial robe. In 1951 she passed through nature to eternity. 
Two children were born of this union, the gracious Isabel and the manly John. They 
were his joy and comfort during his remaining years. 

For his outstanding ability in the administration of this Court he was chosen by the 
Association of District Court Judges to be their president. 

I had the singular opportunity during our sittings in Barnstable County, where he held 
the misdemeanor session, to observe his ability as a judge. He presided with fairness, firm
ness and kindness. He was merciful to those who had erred. In the words of the poet he 
exemplified this sentiment, "A little word in kindness spoken has often healed the heart 
that is broken and made a friend sincere." 

Well do I remember the pleasant evenings I passed with him in his summer home in 
Falmouth where the friendship of our youth was rekindled and we discussed events and 
men of yesteryear, many of whom have passed from this sphere. 

It may well be said of him that he was a true friend who assisted readily, defended his 
position courageously and yet continued a friend unchangeably. 

He lived an honorable and useful life. To him the vanities of the world made no 
appeal. He never embraced resentments nor treasured wrongs. He was without prejudice, 
racial or sectional. 

He was beloved by the community and respected by the Bench and Bar. H is life may 
be likened to a vast lake that slowly filled with the stream of his years. His passing has left 
a void that will never be filled. 

This meeting bespeaks the appreciation, admiration and affection in which he was 
held by the Bar, the people of this community and his associates of the judiciary. 



As lawyers yet unborn gaze on that portrait, may they be inspired to attain the high 
standards of mind, heart and morality as exemplified by the life of the late Honorable 
Thomas H. Connelly. 

4. Address .. ... . . . . .. . ..... THE HoNORABLE EDWARD A. CouNIHAN ., Jr. 
Associate I ustice of the Supreme I udicial Court of Massachusetts 

May it please Your Honors, Mr. Justice Nash, Chairman of the Administrative Com
mittee of the District Courts, and Mr. Justice Sullivan, the acting presiding Justice of the 
Municipal Court of the Brighton District: 

We are gathered here this afternoon in the presence of many honorable justices of 
many courts, many distinguished members of the bar, the family of our dear friend, the 
late Judge Connelly of the Municipal Court of the Brighton District, and many other 
admirers and devoted friends, to witness the unveiling of this unusually fine portrait of 
this truly great gentleman, the honorable late justice of this court which he served with 
fidelity and distinction for so many years. 

Mr. Justice Collins of the Superior Court, a long time devoted friend of Justice 
Connelly, has given you his historical background and I shall not trespass upon what he 
has so sincerely said. 

This is indeed a very solemn occasion, but it is not a sad one. Rather it should be a 
joyful one for it gives all of us an opportunity to recall the ennobling quality of his char
acter and his high legal attainments. We feel again the warmth and depth of his all 
embracing friendship and we glory in the exalted position he held as a just and God-fearing 
justice of this court. 

Judge Connelly did not easily acquire the sound legal learning which he possessed. 
At the Boston English High School he studied so assiduously that upon graduation he was 
an expert stenographer. Not wishing to impose further on the sacrifices of his fond parents, 
he sought and found gainful employment and rose to a high position in one of the depart
ments of the City of Boston. Realizing his need for higher education he took up the study 
of law evenings. This was a hard and tiring task, but his ambition was consummated 
when he was admitted to practice at the bar of our Commonwealth on September 17, 1912. 

His success as a lawyer was assured from the start. Shortly thereafter he came to the 
attention of the Honorable David I. Walsh, then an ambitious young statesman. An inti
mate and fruitful association grew between them which continued until the death of 
Senator Walsh a few years ago. He became perhaps the closest political adviser of Senator 
Walsh who, when he became Governor, called upon him. to be his personal private secre
tary. Thereafter, he managed the political campaigns of the Senator until David I. retired 
from public life. The personal charm and the political sagacity of Judge Connelly contrib
uted to the success of Senator Walsh, who was the first member of his faith to be elected 
from Massachusetts to the august Senate of the United States. Senator Walsh always relied 
upon the advice of Judge Connelly as a faithful and devoted friend. He recognized this in 
a signal way by appointing him the Justice of the Brighton District Court. 



Later, without detracting from his judicial duties, he was the loyal friend and adviser 
of the late Paul A. Dever, former Governor of our Commonwealth. I know full well the 
respect and confidence which Governor Dever had for him and how much he relied upon 
the experience and always disinterested counsel which Judge Connelly gave him. 

lt is indeed most unfortunate that the Commonwealth lost the services of two such 
conspicuous public servants within a period of a few months. But we are all cognizant of 
the record of their public achievements although in different fields of endeavor. This record 
is indelibly stamped on our hearts and minds and will remain with us until we too respond 
to the last summons when we prayerfully hope to be reunited with them for all eternity. 

We know that whatever is said here this afternoon cannot add one cubit to the stature 
of _o~r,: beloved Judge. His place in the community has already been established upon 
imperishable foundations. 

I like to think that the outstanding characteristics of Judge Connelly were patience 
and understanding, without which no one can be a worthy judge called upon to pass upon 
the fortunes and liberty of his fellow citizens. He was essentially a friendly, courteous and 
neighborly judge who fully recognized and appreciated the problems of the men and 
women who came before him on the criminal or civil side of the court over which he 
presided with dignity and forbearance. 

I have often said, and I truly believe it, that the District Courts are among the most 
important in our judicial system. It is there that most persons form their first impressions 
of justice as it is dispensed in our Commonwealth. If the judge who is presiding is kindly, 
patient and understanding, no one leaves the courtroom with bitterness in his heart. A 
criminal defendant or a litigant may be disappointed but he comes away with a sense of 
satisfaction that he has been fairly dealt with. A judge not possessed of the attributes with 
which Judge Connelly was endowed might well lodge a feeling of resentment which may 
affect the course of his entire life. It is from such persons that juvenile delinquents, habitual 
criminals and even communists are born. I am confident that no one ever left the confines 
of Judge Connelly's courtroom with any such feelings. 

Judge Connelly was a sound lawyer and his legal learning fortified by good common 
sense won him the respect and admiration of all of the members of the bar. In my nine 
years of service in the Supreme Judicial Court, I recall no case of his which came before 
us by exceptions or appeal. In these days of protracted and exacting litigation, this is indeed 
an unusual and enviable record. 

Although of serious demeanor Judge Connelly was by nature a sociable and gregarious 
person. In his house on Cape Cod which was his favorite haunt, he relaxed with ease and 
comfort. He had recourse to it whenever he could get away from his official duties. There 
he enjoyed meeting his friends and reminiscing about his experiences in earlier days when 
he was so active in the political life of the community. It was a rare privilege to listen 

to him. 

The unveiling of this beautiful and lifelike portrait will always remain as an inspira
tion not only to us who are here, but especially to the younger generation who are to follow. 
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I cannot close my remarks without paying a tribute to the fond affection and devotion 
which the members of his family always had for him. Special mention must be made of 
his daughter Isabel for the tender and loving care she gave him during his last illness. 

I must also speak of Mr. Justice Paul G. Kirk of the Superior Court who conceived 
the idea of this portrait and carried it through to its fruition. We owe him a debt of great 
gratitude. 

I am certain that this afternoon will live long in our memories. We all must feel a 
sense of exaltation that we had the pleasure of knowing Judge Connelly and that we 
enjoyed his respect and regard. We shall leave here uplifted in heart, mind and spirit. 
His like we shall not soon find again. The many and worthy services he rendered his 
community and in his judicial capacity constitute a monument to his memory which is 
epitomized in this portrait. I hope it may become a shrine for the edification of all of 
the judiciary and members of the bar. 

5. Response . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . ... . .. . . . THE HoNoRABLE JoHN J. SULLIVAN 

Special Justice of the Municipal Court of the Brighton District 

Forty-two years is a long time. It is a long time looking ahead but it is not such a long 
time looking backward. Forty-two is the number of years that Judge Connelly presided 
over this Court. In 1949 in one of his rare appearances as a speaker at a testimonial dinner 
he looked back along the road he had travelled, and estimated that from 1915 to 1949, 
100,000 persons had appeared before him. On his arithmetic it is fair to say that by 
November, 1957 that figure had increased to 125,000. 

For many of these people, it was their first and their last and their only contact with 
any Court. Whatever impression they formed of a Judge and the workings of a Court, 
they formed from him. They obtained as we do today an unobstructed view of the subject. 

They studied him as he studied them and found him a calm jurist, a forthright man, 
possessing neither prejudice nor guile and endowed with qualities of common sense. 

No attorney who ever appeared before Judge Connelly will forget his fairness, his 
solid legal talents, his grasp of the issues, his temperate approach to problems and his 
balanced judgment. 

With him there was never a slanted outlook, or a spirit that would leave the impression 
he was a partisan. He never avoided responsibility. He heard every type of case, civil or 
criminal. Before him each attorney stood equal. 

This portrait hanging on the wall is a memorial to him. But if we separate the man 
from the portrait, it should be remarked and remembered that these very walls, the build
ing itself, also constitute a monument to him. When he was inducted as a Judge and for 
ten years thereafter, his Court was housed in a small wing or room attached to the present 
local police station. He was proud of being a Judge, proud that he was the presiding Judge 
of the Municipal Court of the Brighton District and he was determined this Court should 
have adequate facilities. In 1925, the cornerstone of the building was laid. It was he who 



selected the site of the Court House, who planned and dreamed and arranged for its 
construction. 

In contemplation of this portrait on the wall and of this building he caused to be 
erected one is reminded of three little words from the Latin, "non omnis moriar." That 
was written two thousand years ago by the poet Horace. Horace was a pagan and yet he 
had a sense of immortality. He knew his works would live after him and he said: "I shall 
not altogether die." And so for Judge Connelly this portrait and this building will keep 
green his memory. Unlike the soldier he will not fade away. 

One of the Justices of the Superior Court speaking recently in an adjoining County 
commented on the fact that most lawyers are not conversant with the memorial proceedings 
found in the Supplements to the Massachusetts Reports and he cited the exercises held in 
memory of Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw and Chief Justice Arthur P. Rugg. 

One of the memorial exercises with which Judge Connelly was most familiar was that 
for Judge James B. Carroll. One of the speakers was Senator David I. Walsh. Between 
the Senator and Judge Connelly there was a long, strong, enduring bond of affection. 
Senator Walsh, Judge Carroll and Judge Connelly each held a degree from Holy Cross 
College. 

Some of the phrases that David I. Walsh used on that occasion might well apply to 
Judge Connelly: 

"Integrity is the word I would choose to typify the dominating influence of his being." 

"He was always a student but a student of those life problems and that legal lore 
that developed in him acquirements that constituted more than a mere fund of legal 
knowledge." 

"To be easy of approach; to be a loyal friend; to acknowledge the human tie and be 
swift to take the charitable view; to be slow to judge; to hold personal honor with another 
higher than any written bond; to speak the plain truth if one speaks at all-all these 
personal qualities were characteristic of him." 

The record of those proceedings in memory of Judge Carroll is found in 280 Mass. 
589. In that record Chief Justice Rugg, a man of a different persuasion and of a different 
background remarked that Judge Carroll, told on his last day that there was little chance 
for recovery, replied with a smile: "I have lived for this day." 

If one might be permitted a free paraphrase of what Chief Justice Rugg quoted, one 
likes to think, and these words voice the thought, that this man of integrity, this just 
man, Judge Connelly, could say on Our Lady's Day in December, 1957: "I too have lived 
for this day." 

The request that the portrait be accepted and that the memorial be spread upon the 
records of the court will be granted. 

Following the exercises, all repaired to Boston College Alumni Hall, Chestnut Hill, 

where a collation was served. 
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SPONSORS 
MR. AND MRS. CONSTANTINE W. AKSTENS 

DwrGHT L. ALLISON, EsQ. 

JOHN M. ANDERSON 

CHARLES J. ARTESANr, EsQ. 

BERNARD R. BALDWIN 

HoN. RAouL H. BEAUDREAU 

JoHN S. BEGLEY, EsQ. 

ELIZABETII JOYCE BRODERICK 

DR. THOMAS F. BRODERICK, JR. 

HoN. VINCENT BROGNA 

JosEPH H. BuRKE 

HoN. HoRACE T. CAHILL 

RoBERT D. CALLAHAN, EsQ. 

THOMAS E. CARGILL, JR., EsQ. 

NrcHOLAS G. CHRONIS 

HoN. WALTER L. CoLLINS 

HoN. JoHN T. COMERFORD 

JAMES N. CONDOS 

MR. AND MRs. JoHN E . CoNNELLY 

DR. AND MRs. THOMAS G. CoNNELLY 

MARGARET I. CoNNOLLY, EsQ. 

HoN. EowARD A. CouNIHAN, JR. 

RoGER B. CouLTER, EsQ. 

MARY CuRRY 

RoBERT N. DALEY, EsQ. 

MARGARET A . DALY 

MARY C. DALY, EsQ.* 

RT. REV. WILLIAM J. DALY, P.P. 

HoN. PAUL A. DEVER 

HoN. EDMUND R. DEWING 

HoN. FRANK J. DoNAHUE 

JosEPH P. DoNAHUE, EsQ. 

HoN. THOMAS H. Down 

CHARLES P. DoYLE, EsQ. 

CHARLES J. DuNN, EsQ. 

JAMES L. DUNN 

MR. AND MRS. FRANK D. ELBERY 

CLIFFORD L. ERVING 

J. NEWTON EsoAILE, EsQ. 

RrcHARD C. EvARTs, EsQ. 

JOHN H. FITZPATRICK 

EowARD P. FoRD 

THOMAS A. FULHAM 

WILLIAM G. GAVIN 

HoN. FRANCIS J. Goon 

JosEPH P. GRAHAM, EsQ. 

EDWARD B. HANIFY, EsQ. 

MARY HARTIGAN 

WALTER F. HENNEBERRY, EsQ. 

REV. THOMAS M. HERLIHY, S.J. 

JosEPH C. HIGGINS 

LEO A. HORRIGAN 

HoN. EuGENE A. HuosoN 

JOSEPH p. JORDAN 

DOROTHY V. KELLY 

M. JOSEPH KENNEY 

JOHN R. KEwER, EsQ. 

CHARLES J. KILEY 

EDWARD T. KILEY 

HoN. PAUL G. KrRK 

RT. REV. FRANCIS J. LALLY 

MALCOLM J. LOGAN 

MARTHA LOGAN 

THEODORE M. LOGAN 

JAMES H. LowELL, EsQ. 

EuGENE LYNE, EsQ. 

MAURICE M. LYONS, EsQ. 

JEREMIAH W. MAHONEY, EsQ. 

DR. AND MRS. WALTER F. MAHONEY 

GEORGE G. MARQUIS 

CHARLES A. McCARRON, EsQ. 

RoBERT P. McGouRTY 

JAMES F. McLAUGHLIN 

J osEPH McKENNEY 

HoN. JOHN H. MEAGHER 

MYER MosKow 

HoN. FRANK J. MuRRAY 

HoN. DAVID G. NAGLE 

fosEPH D. O'BRIEN 

THOMAS C. O'BRIEN 

HoN. DANIEL T. O'CoNNELL 

MARIAN O'DONNELL 

RT. REv. OscAR R. O'GoRMAN, P.P. 
KENNETH C. PARKER, E sQ. 

JAMES A. P ARRrsH, EsQ. 

HoN. WrLFRED J. PAQUET 

HoN. EowARD A. PEccE 

HAROLD A. PHEENY 

HoN. PHILIP H. PHILBIN 

Lours RAFFIO 

JAMES J. ROURKE 

JOHN H. ROURKE 

RAYMOND A. RouRKE, Eso 

JOHN J. RYAN, JR. 

MARYE. RYAN 

ABNER R. SrssoN, EsQ. 

HoN. JoHN J. SuLLIVAN 

HoN. JoHN V. SuLLIVAN 

MAURICE H. SULLIVAN, EsQ. 

RAYMOND C. SULLIVAN, EsQ. 

HoN. JoHN E. SwrFT 

HoN. GEORGE E. THOMPSON 

JAMES E. WALL 

JAMES H. WALSH 

H. CHESTER WEBSTER 

JoHN W. WHITE, EsQ. 

*Secretary to the Committee 



HT.I d d • '' .IJ..e was a goo man, an a ;ust 
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