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House of Representatives

The Select Committee, who were ordered to consider and
report upon the expediency of a participation, on the part of
the State, in the expenses of the hospital establishment upon
Rainsford Island, have attended to that duty, and

The Committee find that the island, called Rainsford Island,
was purchased by the selectmenof Boston in 1736, with money
furnished by the Commonwealth, in accordance with an order
which passed in the House of Representatives, on the 2nd of
December, of the above named year; and that a deed of the
same was executed, in agreement with the requisitions of the
order aforesaid, to William Foy, Treasurer and Receiver Gene-
ral, and his successsors, “in trust, to and for the use of the
Governor, Council and Assembly of the Province of Massachu-
setts Bay, and their successors forever, to be used and improved
as a hospital for the said Province.”

The Committee find that this island has been used as a
quarantine, or hospital station, almost from the period of its
purchase to the present time, and that the expense of support-
ing the same has been borne, jointly, by the Commonwealth
and the city ofBoston, except for the last two years. The ex-
penses which the State has incurred, in the support of this in-
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stitution, have principally resulted from the erection of the
buildings upon the island, the construction of two wharves,
and the repairs upon the property which have since become
necessary. Two years since, however, the State declined fur-
ther contributions for repairs upon the island.

The Committee are of opinion that the benefits arising from
the support of a quarantine, or hospital establishment, upon
Rainsford Island, are regarded by the public, at the present
day, as comparatively unimportant; and, on this account, they
believe the State would be disinclined to take an increased in-
terest in sustaining it. There is, however, a feature in the
case which the Committee suppose has not, at least for many
years, been presented to the Legislature; and this is the condi-
tion upon which the State appears to hold this property, which
is expressed above.

The Committee suppose, if the hospital should be removed
from Rainsford Island —that is, if other buildings, on other
property, should hereafter be used for the purposes to which
the island aforesaid has been, and is now devoted—that a ques-
tion might arise which, perhaps, would put in peril the title of
the Commonwealth to this property. But a majority of the
Committee, after a careful examination of the matter, espe-
cially in relation to the tenure by which the State holds the
island, are of opinion that it is inexpedient to legislate upon
the subject; and they ask to be discharged from a further con-
sideration of the question.

ABRAHAM T. LOWE,
Chairman.






