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Commontuesltt) of iHasoacJjusttts.

H ouse of R epr esen ta tiv es , Feb. 7th, 1843.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred an order 
of the House, of the 31st ultimo, directing them to “ inquire, 
as far as practicable, into the character of the books furnished 
to the School District Libraries, under the law of 1842, in 
that regard,” have had the same under consideration, and 
ask leave to

R E P O R T :
That the resolve of March 3d, 1842, making pecuniary pro

vision for the establishment of school district libraries, imposes 
no obligation in respect to the books of which said libraries 
shall be composed. It has not been the policy of the Common
wealth to give to any department of its government a control 
over the sentiments of its youth, through the dictation to them 
of a course of reading. In order to aid committees, who might 
be distrustful of their qualifications for a selection of suitable 
books for the contemplated libraries, the gentlemen composing 
the Board of Education have, from time to time, given their 
certificate to a publishing house, that certain works were 
well adapted to that use. But it has still remained entirely at 
the option of committees to apply the money raised in the dis
tricts and received from the Commonwealth, to the purchase of 
the books thus recommended, or of any other books, wherever
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found, which the committees might see cause to prefer. Reliance 
has been placed upon the prudent care of the committees, not 
to frustrate the liberal design of the Commonwealth, by an in
judicious selection.

The Committee, however, considered it due to the gentleman 
offering the order, to obtain from him information respecting its 
object; and, on inquiry, they were referred by him to certain 
complaints which had been made against one or more volumes, 
published by a bookselling house in the city of Boston, and 
offered for sale among other works, designed by them for the 
supply of school district libraries. At the hazard of appearing 
to go beyond their province, the committee made some exami
nation of a volume thus complained of, and found it to contain 
certain matter objectionable in point of taste, decency and mo
rality. On the other hand, the Committee were informed, by 
two members of the publishing house, who appeared before 
them, that the existence of these offensive passages, in one vol
ume of two hundred and fifty, which they represented them
selves to have issued, was entirely unknown to them ; that the 
work had been highly recommended to them by the most ap
proved judges ; and that only thirty-two copies had been sold, 
which, immediately on discovery of the error, they had taken 
measures to recall, paying back the cost, or substituting for 
them other books.

The Committee have ventured to make these representations 
for the better satisfaction of the House, and now ask to be dis
charged from further consideration of the subject.

By order of the committee,

JOHN G. PALFREY.






