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Council Chamber February 11, 1843

In compliance with the request of the House, I herewith
transmit to them copies of all “ the papers now on file in the
Executive Department, written since the year 1834, touching
the recovery of citizens of Massachusetts unlawfully imprisoned
in any of the southern States.”

Copies of the “ Resolves relating to the imprisonment of citi-
zens of this Commonwealth in other States,” approved March
3, 1842, were “duly transmitted to the governors of the several
States, to be communicated to the Legislatures thereof.” But
I do not find on the files, or records, of this department, any
evidence that any other measures have been taken by the exec-
utive, under the power conferred by said resolves.

To the House of Representatives.

MARCUS MORTON

<£ommontotaltij af JHassacijusmts.
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ouncil Chamber, Boston, 22d Feb., 1836.
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a condition of perpetual bondage, in the peculiarly disastrou
manner set forth in the papers transmitted.
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licity, which might stronglymg to this communication a pu

tend to defeat

1 have the honor to
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EDWARD EVERETT.

tkict of Ocracock, N. C., /Portsmouth, Di
April 29, 1836. $

To His Excellency Edward Ev> •rett.

•achusetts

Sir,—I have received a letter from his excellency Richard D,
Spaight, Governor of this State iclosing me a copy of a com-

V, under date of the 22d Feb-munication from your excellenc
;d female by the name of Maryruary last, in regard to a colore

Smith, stated to be detained in this neighborhood as a slave
having been cast away on he from New Orleans to
New York. I believe lam acquainted with the circumstances
of this case in part, and it is very different from the manner in
which it has been stated to your excellency. The vessel was
wrecked about 50 miles north of this place: the master, with
the female named above in company, passing by this district
stopped at Ocracock Island. Mr. John Pike, a magistrate, ob-

woman, inquired where she was from, and if she
had free papers. It appears she had none, nor had the master

at N t

ger. rl
into it, to have free papers, or some proof at least ot their free-

dom ; there being some suspicious circumstances connected with

Governor of Mas.
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this case, besides—Mr. Pike concluded to detain her until he
could get some information from Boston, where, she stated, she
was born, or from New Orleans. Mr. Thomas H. Blount, col-
lector of Washington, in this State, was here at the time, and
offered to write himself on the subject, which he did, and
from Boston got an answer from the post-master of that place,
I believe, stating he had made,
ular inquiry about this woman,

had, and the persons she hers'
found ; I have not heard whelhi
ed from New Orleans or not.
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altogether misrepresented, and

The woman never was held
son here, as a slave. The char
forbid even the most remote ide
known in Boston, New York,
towns, as a merchant of the be:
of the insurance companies. I
lately she has gone to the nt
heard any thing satisfactory, ei
suffered her to go where she pb
stating this account has been
Mr. Pike will make it appear S'

cellency and the public general
to the satisfaction of your ex-

¥■

I have the honor to be very respectfully

Your obedient servant,

SILVESTER BROWN.

May 2d.
Since writing the foregoing, I have called on Captain Pike,

and found the woman still at his house ; as no proof whatever
of her freedom, before your letter or a copy of it reached this
place, had been produced, Capt. Pike, very properly, as he had
taken her in charge, kept her, but not confined at all; went
where she pleased, and could have made her escape without
any serious difficulty; she informed me herself, she was well
treated by Capt. Pike and his lady. I presume she will soon
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be in Boston, as Capt. Pike informed me, he should find her the
first passage. I have resided at this place for nearly four years,
as collector of this port, and can say, without fearing contradic-
tion, that Capt. Pike’s character, where he is known, stands as
fair as any man’s; but in a community like this, immediately
on the seaboard, and generally ignorant, persons are very liable
to be slandered and have their enemies—Capt. Pike has, unfor-
tunately, by doing his duty as a magistrate, and endeavoring
to prevent the peace of the community from being constantly
disturbed by drunkenness and quarrelling, incurred the dis-
pleasure of many-—this has no doubt led to the falsehood
against him in the case of the colored person named above.

Respectfully

S. BROWN

Council Chamber, 4th May, 1836

To His Excellency Richaed D. Spaight

Governor' of the State of North Carolina

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
excellency’s communication of the 26th ultimo, informing me
of the transmission of the fir: t number of Devereux and Bat-

ised at the last session of the Le-fies’ Reports, and the laws pa
gislature of North Carolina,
portion of these works have
others are duly expected, and
faction.

three copies of each work. A
already come to hand, and the
will be received with great satis-

In reply to the request made in your excellency'-’s letter, in
compliance with the wish of the General Assembly of North
Carolina, I have to regret that no authority at present exists for
the transmission of theTerm Reports of this Commonwealth to
any other State; but it is confidently believed that the Legis-
lature, at its next session, will authorize their interchange with
the Reports of North Carolina.

Three copies of the acts of the last session of our Legislature
will be duly transmitted, as soon as their publication is com-
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plete. Three copies of the volume containing the Revised
Statutes of this Commonwealth, were despatched to your ad-
dress before the receipt of your excellency’s letter.

On the 22d of February, I had the honor of addressing a let-
ter to your excellency, accompanied by sundry documents set-
ting forth the unfortunate case of a free woman, a native of
this State, alleged to be held in slavery in North Carolina, and
respectfully invoking your interference, as far as it could be
exerted, to procure her liberation. The great anxiety felt by
her friends, leads to frequent inquiries as to the success of this
application : and it would be highly gratifying to me, to be
able to inform them that it had received your excellency’s
favorable consideration.

I have the honor to be, with high respect,

Your excellency’s obedient servant,

EDWARD EVERETT.

Executive Department, N. C.,
Raleigh, May 6, 1836. \
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ed ; from him I have obtained the following information : The
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1vessel bringing Mary Smith from New Orleans, was wreckc
near Beaufort, and not at or near Ocracock; she, on her way
northwardly with the master, went to Ocracock, where she
was arrested upon the suspicion of her being a slave, by Capt
Pike, who is a ;ould exhibit no frc

freedom, and was accordinglypapers, nor other evider
detained. A letter was written he postmaster at Boston

he could obtain ncwho, in reply to the questions as

•matiou. nor were thinto: ms rclerr

Pi! an of correct and moral deport-a m
men
sucl

rate, aian active n
n Boston, N

nown asbusmm

her plak, an
t of several in,agei urance omc

) whom I u te happened to have informa-
nan was arrested

and detained, ai hich Capt. Pi 1mean

ion and character. The gen-

the character of Capt. Piketleman informs me, that, 1t, know
that he was above all suspicion of trying to run her off, he

showed him the copy of your letter to me. Capt. Pike, theyour

utleman states, will send the woroman to Boston by the first
ves,

11 ave delayed w i until I could get some infor-ntmg to y
cate. It i: only a few davs since I receivedmal! m to comm

the answer to my letter. I hope this will be deemed a suffi-
cient apology for not writing soone

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

You iient servant

RICHARD D. SPAIGHT.

Cap
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Executive Department, )

Boston, 24 th Oct., 1839. (

Sir,-—I have received your letter of the 11th of October,
in for declining an unconditional
3 requisition, for the surrender of
;d with the crime of kidnapping:

acquainting me with the rc
compliance with the executiv
Wilkinson and Shearer, charg
and informing me that you ha
rickshurg, in the event of th<
tribunal before which they m
against the laws of Virginia,

ve directed the sheriff of Frede-
ir acquittal or discharge, by the
»w stand indicted, for an offence

surrender them to Mr. Ivers
Phillips, the agent of this Commonwealth, or to retain them in
custody till further order.

I beg leave to suggest for your consideration, inasmuch as it
is understood not to be certain that evidence can be had of the
commission of a crime in Virginia, and there is little doubt that
ample evidence exists of its perpetration, in its most aggravated
form, in this State, whether it might not be expedient for the
prosecuting officer of Virginia, to enter a nol pros, in order to
their more speedy trial within the jurisdiction where the kid-

I understand from Col. Phillips, that, after his arrival in Vir-
ginia, an action was brought on a note of hand against Wilkin-
son, with a view no doubt to
of the 7th section of the law
1819. Such a process, it is b
within the letter of the 7th se

King his case within the purview
if Virginia, passed 28th January,
lieved, would not bring the case
hion of the law; but if this were

otherwise, it would no doubt be deemed by the executive of
Virginia worthy of grave consideration, whether an enactment
be constitutional, which renders completely nugatory the pro-
visions of the constitution of the United States and the laws
of the Federal Government relative to the surrender of fugitives
from justice.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

napping took pla
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I am informed by Col. Phillips, that Wilkinson and Shearer
are confined in a prison, stated by the jailer to be so insecure,
that a guard is necessary for the safe-keeping of its inmates.
On the representation of the jailer, that he had no authority to
employ a guard at the public expense, and that if he did it, the
expense would not probably be allowed, Col. Phillips requested
him to employ a suitable guard, and promised to be responsible
for the expense, which I believe was to be one dollar per diem.
It will readily occur to you, that, under these circumstances,
escape from prison can only be prevented by unusual vigilance.

The extreme atrocity of the crime which has been committed,
and the just excitement which it has created, in this commu-
nity, will, I am sure, be deemed by you to account sufficiently,
for the interest here shown, to secure the trial of the persons
charged with the offence. Great satisfaction has been felt here
at the promptness of the authorities in Virginia, in giving infor-
mation of the arrest of the kidnappers, and entire confidence is
felt, that no proper steps will be omitted by her government, to
secure their being effectually brought to justice.

Whenever information shall be received, that the persons
above-named, or any others included in the executive requisi-
tion of the sth inst., will be surrendered on demand, an au-
thorized agent will again be dispatched to receive them.

Your honor’s obedient servant

EDWARD EVERETT.
His Honor H. L. Hopkins, Acting Governor of Virginia

I am, sir, with great respect
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A.SSACHUSETIOF MCOMMONWEALTH

Ex dutive Department. )

Boston , 28 th Oct.. 1839. \

TSir,—You may remember that on the 2d May last. I request-
r from you to Mr. Stevenson, the Americaned an ofl

Rev. Mr. Felt, whom itminister in London, in favor of
was then proposed to send to England i
copies from the public officers of C
uments pertaining to the history of M T

:f that the
niently be

sign has, for the present, been
most important part of the documents can moreconven

iin another wav. No use has been made of the letter
to Mr. Stevenson, which you were good enough, at my rere

to forward to Mr
The most important portion of the documents which we

desire to obtain, are the public records of the council of Massa-
765 to 1775 inclusive. It is snpjchusetts, from the year 1765 to 1775 in

that these, very valuable documents fell into the hands of some
officer under the command of General Gage, in the early periodf General Gage, in t

London.f the war of the Revolution, and were by him sent to Lc
In this case, they would be brought within the provisiory

1783. which stipulates that histhe 7tl
Majesty shall order all archives, records, deeds and

f tl
the war may have fallen into the handswhich ir

of his officers, to be forthwith restored and delivered to the
whomproper States and persons to whom they 1

It may be proper to state, that the absence of these recorc
from our archives, though known, has been particularly noticed
for the first time, of late, in consequence of a thorough exami-
nation and arrangement of the pub

This circumstance wil tint for the fact, that the effort to
recover them is now first made. The omission of the British
pvernment to comply with the stipulations of the treaty, (sup-

posing these records to have fallen into their possession,) is

been part
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cheerfully ascribed to the fact, that they may have been con-
cealed among the mass of the papers in the public offices at
London—where it was not to be expected that a search should
he instituted for that for which no application had been made.

I have now to request that you would be pleased to instruct
the minister of the United States
tion in due form, for the restorati
fled, agreeably to the 7th article
they be found to be in the posses

at London, to mak
n of the records at

:e applica-
)ove speci-
'B3. shouldif the treaty of 17

on of her maiestv avern-
ment

With great respect,

Your ob’t serv’t,

EDWARD EVE :rett.
Hon. John Forsyth,

I have the honor to be, Sir

Secretary of State




