
HOUSE. ..No. 38.

To the honorable House of Representatives :

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whomwas
referred the Memorial of D. L. Dix, the Petition of Robert
Rantoul, Jr. and others, praying that further provision may
be made for the insane and idiotic persons of this Common-
wealth. have carefully considered the subject, and respect-
fully otfer the following Report, Resolves, and Bill.

According to the best authorities, the number of insane and
idiotic persons in this Commonwealth, is at least 1700. By the
last Pauper Abstract, and by other documents, it is clearly
shown, that 958 of these are paupers, and wards of the Com-
monwealth ; because, abandoned by their friends, and deserted
by their own reason, they are, in the providence of God, thrown
in trust upon the public ; and your committee have anxiously
inquired how this solemn trust has been discharged.

The hospital at Worcester has been, and is, nobly discharging
its high mission; restoring many to reason, bringing them back,
as it were, from the dead, and giving to widows and orphans
long mourned husbands and fathers,—and to the State long lost
and valuable citizens.

Commomucaltij of iHassacijusetts.

REPORT:
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Some, indeed, it cannot restore; but even the change it works
upon these is wonderful, and may be ranked among the proud-
est triumphs of science and of humanity. Those very p
who in the jails and almshouses were wild and ur
who stripped off theirclothing, and tore their flesh, who shocked
the eyes of the beholderby outrages of decency, and his ears by
blasphemies and obscenities, whofilled him with fear and almost
with hatred, are now the quiet members of a happy hous
hold, who respect others and respect themselves ; who go about
decently clad, pursuing useful callings, and enjoying imagi-
nary consequence; who contribute to each others’ happines;
and join in glad worship and praise of Him, through obedience
to whose Divine Precepts, all this change has been effected
But this is the happy lot of comparatively few; for, at most
only two hundred and fifty can be accommodated at Worcester
while most of the others are in a wretched and utter!
condition. Save those of the county of Suffolk, they are left in
the prisons and almshouses ; and, without any derogation from
these useful institutions, it may be said it were better for an
insane man that he were in his grave than consigned to some
of them. The keepers have not the means or the knowledge
necessary for their treatment; and when the unfortunate victims
of an awful malady become violent, they are bound with cords
or severely beaten, or shut up in close pens, or chained up to
the wall. After making allowance for the excited feelina
of witnesses, your committee, from their own knowledge of a
few cases, believe, that it is beyond all question, true, that
many, very many lunatics and idiots in this State, are in a con
dition at which humanity shudders.

The returns from jails and houses of correction, show that
there are eighty insane persons confined in those establishments,
The following extract of a letter from Dr. Woodward, of the
Massachusetts Hospital, will show what is sometimes their con-
dition : “In the jails, the insane are crowded together in
apartments badly warmed and ventilated, or they are secluded
in some solitary room, cold, dirty, ragged, without society, with
bad air to breathe, and scanty and bad food to eat. A jailor,

giving an account of one of the insane sent to this hospital
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thus writes :
‘ While in the jail hewas in the most pitiable, filthy

state, and covered with vermin. His beard was so long that it
would reach his knees when he sat downhe was then an old
man, and his hair and beard were very grey. During the whole
period of his confinement, he would not be prevailed upon to
wash or shave himself, or change his clothes. He changed his
prison, and afterwards lit was the practice to shave him every
three or four weeks, and to wash him and change his whole bed
and clothing every spring and fall!’ Yet the day after he
came to the hospital, this man washed himself willingly, and
made no objection to being shaved, or changing his clothes.”

It is to be hoped that such cases are rare; but still it is’true,
that eighty persons, whose only crime is misfortune, who are
thrown upon the tender mercies of the public, are, by thatpublic,
thrust into the cesspools of society, and confined withfelons and
outlaws, in those dismal abodes, which our whole course of edu-
cation makes us consider as tainted with an infamy, which at-
taches to all who are committed to them. It seems to your com-
mittee that society is false to its trust, that it violates an obligation
which God in his providence imposes upon it, when it so treats
those who are committed to its c
crying injustice of this procedure,
py victim, which is too often <
which the public is responsible,
ous, has not yet lost all his pi
tervals of quiet, when the light
cloud, sufficiently, at least, to pc

;are. Apart, however, from the
it has an effect upon the unhap-
)verlooked, but for the sin of
The insane man, though furi-

nceptions ; he has frequent in-
of reason breaks through the
lint out to him how utterly for-

lorn is his condition, to show him the gloomy stone walls, the
iron doors, and the grated windows, and to force upon him the
awful conviction that, deserted by all his friends, he is con-
signed to a place which, from his boyhood, he ever looked
loathingly upon as a den of infamy. The consciousness of
such a situation, which would be almost enough to drive a sane
man mad, must act most injuriously upon the diseased brain
of the poor lunatic ; it must shorten his lucid intervals, and
keep him in such a state of excitement, as will utterly extin-
guish the flickering light of reason, and leave him for life in
the hopeles darkness of idiocy.

The effect of confinement in a jail is exemplified in the
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following case, which occurred within a few months. Eliz-
abeth Stevens, aged about forty years, was formerly con-
fined as a lunatic in a jail, and was as wretched, wild
and ungovernable, as such persons usually are in such pla-
ces. Five years ago she was sent to Worcester, where she
was quiet and comfortable, decent and happy. She kept her
room and her person tidy, was never violent, would employ
herself in knitting, attended church regularly, and, up to the
9th of October last, behaved with propriety. On the 12th, she
was removed to make way for others, and carried to the jail of
the town of Concord. The sight of this roused her to fury, and
she refused to enter: but she was carried in by force, and be-
came again a raving maniac. Since then she has been furious
has broken up her bucket, burned her straw bed, smashed her
bedstead and her windows, stripped off her clothes, attacked the
keeper with an iron grate, and committed every possible out-
rage. The result probably will be, that she must be chained
up, or confined in a cage.

It is true that the inhumanity and injustice of confining the
innocent insane in the same apartment with the convicts, is so
obvious, that officers seldom allow it; but the wretched ar-
rangements of the buildings seem to make it necessary in some
cases; and it certainly is not uncommon that the only attend-
ants upon the insane are convicts who are selected for that
duty.

Your committee have knowledge of at least one case where
the only attendantof a young unmarried female, who, at time
was quiet and lucid, was a woman of bad character, who had
been committed for adultery. What would be thought of an
individual who should thus treat a girl committed to his guard
ianship 7 And shall the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
proud of its justice and humanity, thus, with unclean hands,
acquit itself of its duty to those unfortunate females whom God
in his providence, constitutes its ward

In view of all these circumstances, your committee earnestly
recommend that provision be made by which it shall never be
necessary to confine lunatics in jails or houses of correction.

Your committee have also considered the condition of the
insane and idiotic persons in the almshouses of the State, and
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regret to be obliged to report that, in many instances, it is de-
plorable.

In answer to a question on this point, Dr. Woodward
writes : “On this subject my experience is ample ; no
class of the poor and no class of prisoners are so badly
provided for as the insane. In the poor-houses, they oc-
cupy the coldest, darkest, worst-ventilated apartments, are
dirty, filthy, covered with vermin, and neglected in many
ways. This is by no means unusually the case; there are
many exceptions, but the rule is too true.” Some of your com-
mittee have had opportunity of knowing, from personal obser-
vation, that it is too true; they have seen both men and women
sometimes chained up like wild beasts, and sometimes confined
in cages ; not in all cases because they were dangerous, but be-
cause the poor creatures, if not chained, would wander about!
—that is, to save the expense of an attendant, with whom they
could gratify their longing to enjoy God’s light and air, and
stroll about in his pleasant fields, they are chained, or cooped
up in narrow, cold, and filthy pens, where they become en-
raged, and vent their fury in obscenities, curses, and blas-
phemies.

Is it possible that there are men who hold the momentary
popularity of keeping the town’s poor for little less than their
predecessors did, higher than their duty to God and to human-
ity? Can it be that there is a town in this Commonwealth so
poor as to be unable to afford for the insane such attendants as
will enable them to enjoy, to some extent at least, that freedom
of earth, and air, and sunshine, without which even the brute
beasts pine away and die? We trust not, and that it is often
through mistaken views of insanity that such unnecessary cruel-
ty is practised. It is not generally known that chains, and cages,
and violence of any kind, have been proved incontestably to
be very rarely, if ever, needed; it is not considered that the
fury of the maniac is often caused and kept up by the very cir-
cumstances with which others surround him, and who are
therefore responsible for every pang which he suffers, and every
blasphemy which he utters.

Nevertheless, your committee do not believe that, by any
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means, can the almshouses be made proper receptacles for any
but the idiotic and the hopelessly demented; for it is in the
very nature of things that there must often be abuse in those
establishments, and if any suffer neglect, and privation, and
abuse, it will be the insane man, who knows not how to ad-
dress the overseers of the poor, whose complaints to his keeper
are met with mockery, and whose remonstrances are checked
by the scourge, the cage, or the chain.

These words are not used without consideration of their
meaning ; perhaps they convey not the whole truth : for some
of your committee have recently heard a keeper of an alms-
house boast, concerning an insane man, “ that he had not been

;d to lick him for more than a yearf having then knocked
him down several times, and
never forgotten it. And yet th

injured him so much that he had
,s almshouse was in amoral and re-
fers were doubtless humane men,
no harm in employing brute force
taught, by the usages of society, to

ligtous community; its overs*
and its keeper evidently saw
upon those whom he had been
consider as outcasts of less u than the cattle of the field. He
doubtless carefully littered down straw for the horses at night
and cleansed them in the morning, and when they had been
idle fora few days, he would take them out to exercise; but

poor insane patient had lain for months in a narrow pen,
n straw which he had worn to powder, unwashed, un-

even, and almost n
It should be said, in justice to overseers of poor and keepers

f almshouses, that the condition of the insane is no criterion
of the condition of the rest of the inmates. The very aim,
house above alluded to was neat, and the other inmates seemed
comfortable, but the keepers knew not how to treat the insane
man; and the very means which, in their ignorance, they
adopted, rendered him more furious, and perhaps made him
dangerous. It should be stated, moreover, that when the over-
seers heard of the keeper’s whipping the insane man they for-
bade him to do so again ; but suppose the keeper did not choose
to tell how often he beat him, how were the overseers to
know it I



1843. j 7HOUSE—No. 38

In making allusions, therefore, to the abuses and enormities
which arise under the present system of confining lunatics in
the almshouses, your committee do not wish by any implica-
tion to throw discredit on the many excellent establishments of
that kind which, supervised by vigilant overseers, and directed
by humane keepers, furnish as much of comfort and enjoyment
to the inmates as they can be made to do without becoming
premiums upon pauperism; nevertheless, the duty of the com-
mittee cannot be discharged without such allusion

Among the abuses, the committee would allude to the prac-
tice still prevalent in some parts of the Commonwealth, of put-
ting up the lunatics at public auction, and farming out their
keeping for a year to the lowest bidder. And this, too. in open
town meeting; before the eyes of the youth, who, coming up,
to make for the first time, the declaration, 11 1 am a man !” is
prevented from adding, in the words of the ancient, that, without
which such declaration is rather a disgrace than an honor, —

“Nothing relating to humanity shall be indifferent to me!”
Every act ot man is a lesson for good or for evil to the
young; and it cannot be doubted that this selling the care of
the unfortunate insane—this discharge of a sacred public trust
by transferring it as cheaply as possible, not to the most respon
sible and humane, but perhaps to t tons and hard-
hearted this unholy union of charity with mammon, must
have a demoralizing tendency on the whole rising generation
Sometimes a lunatic can be made useful, and then the pure
ser takes him for what he can get out of him in work
which condition he has even more inducement to over-work
him, than the slave-owner, whose interest it is to feed and
clothe his negroes well, in order to economize his own property,

in other words, their life and strength. Other lunatics cannot
be made useful, and their keeping is sold to those who will keepbody and soul together a year, for the lowest sum.

It is in vain to plead that they are only farmed out to known
and responsible people, and that in a Christian community n
abuses will be committed upon the poorauuses win oe committed upon the poor insane; for we know
that other states and countries, as Christian and civilized as ourown, do daily witness outrages upon humanity: and the whole
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history of our race shows that irresponsible power, lodged in
the hands of those whose interest it is to abuse it, will be abused.
There is good reason to believe that, deplorable as is the condi-
tion of lunatics in some of the worst-managed almshouses in
the State, that cases of still more deplorable neglect and suffer-
ing can be found among those farmed out to individuals. On
this subject, Dr. Woodward writes thus : “In private families,
this class of the insane are scarcely less wretched; they are in
cages, cellars, garrets and cold chambers, in rags and without
fire, suitable bedding, sustenance, or care.

“ One man came to us within two years, who had not felt the
influence of a fire for four winters, nor taken food in a more
decent manner than the dogs of the same establishment: a be-
nevolent neighbor urged upon his friends the propriety of send-
ing him to the hospital, that a trial might be made to enable
him at least to observe the decencies of society and enjoy some
of the comforts of life. In one week after he was admitted, he
was able to labor, and in six months he was restored to health

,

and a sound mind ! ”

But besides these cases of misery arising from neglect, and
from the fearful and hardening influence of the habitual sight
of suffering upon persons of natural insensibility, others of a
worse nature do occasionally occur; and there is occasion to fear,
that the following case, which, there is good reason to suppose,
recently occurred in a neighboring town, is not the only one
of a similar character that could be quoted. An insane pau-
per, an unfortunate wanderer, whose proper residence was un-
known, had been received in an almshouse. The keeper of it,
after vainly endeavoring to get rid of the lunatic legally, caused
her to be carried in the night-time to another town, and dropped
in the public highway. He expected, perhaps, that she would
betaken into the almshouse; but the poor woman wandered
away, and no tidings were heard of her for some time after-
wards, and she might indeed have perished from exposure.

Another appalling abuse, consequent upon this loose manner
of keeping the insane, is the ill treatment of females by those
who, taking advantage of the mental darkness of the poor
victim, indulge their brutal appetites, and, with cowardice
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equalled only by their brutality, leave her to suffer the conse
It is true, that such abuses may by possibility happenqu

well managed hospitals, especially if recently organ-
t in these, at least, precautions are taken against them

vhiie in some almshouses, the arrangements, owing to the na-
me of the buildings, are such as to give every facility for their

ice. This ought not to be. Other pauper females are
free moral agents : they see tl ; sin and its consequences; but

nor the consequences ; and the
ation of parent, should surround
at virtue and innocence, which

the insane, see neither the sin
State, who is to them in the rel
them with strict guardians of th
are at all times above all price:
brightest endowments of in teller
of scrupulous care, when the int

which add fresh lustre to the
t, but are none the less worthy
illect is beclouded, and the cold

shadows of insanity have settled upon it. Of all the great gifts
of God to woman, they alone remain to the poor maniac, and
shall they not be held in watchful guardianship?

Your committee have thus performed the easiest part of
their task, that of pointing out some of the evils and abuses
of the present system of treating the insane;—a system
which is grounded upon no higher principle than that reco:
nized by barbarous nations—the confinement of lunatics only
through selfish regard to one’s own safety, without any view to
their cure. In doing this, the committee have not lost sight of,
or underrated, the provisions which have been made for a cer-a cer-
tain proportion of the insane, in the State Hospital at Worce
ter, in the McLean Asylum, and in the hospital at South Bos-
ton—establishments which, it is believed, are second to none in
the world, for humane, scientific, and successful treatment of the

aese establishments together cannot accommo-insane.
date quite 500 patients, while there are 958 pauper insane and
idioticpersons in the Commonwealth, to say nothing of about 800
at private charge, and for whom a wise and humane policy
would suggest that the State should establish hospital accom-
modations, which they might enjoy by paying a low rate of
board.

But the first duty is to provide for the paupers; and with
this view your committee would recommend that a change be
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made in the mode of receiving patients at Worcester, so that
the paupers shall have, in all cases, the preference over paying
patients; and that greater vigilance be used to prevent the ad-
mission of persons said to be dangerous to be at large, but who
are not in reality so. It is notorious that the hospital is continu-
ally full to overflowing, and that paupers are often sent away to
their miserable cells in prisons and almshouses, while other
patients, whose friends could pay for their treatment in other
hospitals, are enjoying the advantage of the State bounty.
Your committee believe, also, that patients are sometimes
brought from distant places to Worcester by their friends, with
a view to entering them as paying boarders; but on finding
that they cannot be received unless they are committed by a
justice, they leave them in the hospital, and go and procure such
committal. Your committee cannot help fearing, that the pres-
ent practice of admitting private paying patients, at cost, and
even, as is sometimes the case, at less than cost, may, in some
cases, operate injuriously. It is true that contingencies may
arise in which it will be desirable and just to receive paying pa-
tients at cost; but it can hardly be the case when there are over
900 pauper insane in the Commonwealth; especially if the
charges can be made low to the towns; and your committee
would recommend that the charges to paying patients should, in
all cases, be at least as high as the charges in the McLean Asy-
lum, and that the sum received over and above their cost be
deducted from the amount charged to towns for the support of
paupers, and that, in no case, shall a private patient be retained,
to the exclusion of a pauper whose insanity is of less than four
years’ duration.

It is believed that this arrangement is calculated not only
to benefit paupers, but to do strict justice to the McLean
Asylum. That noble establishment was opened more than
twenty-four years ago, and was intended especially for the
insane of Massachusetts; since then, it has received over 2000
lunatics, ot whom a very large proportion have been restored
to reason and to society. By a communication from the pres-
ent able superintendent of that establishment, it appears that
it 11 received, during the five years preceding the establishment
of the State Hospital, 409 patients, of whom only 51, or one
eighth, were from without the State; while, during the last five
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years, it received 702 patients, of whom 237, or one third of the
whole, were from without the State, no application having been
refused in either period.”

Now, although some will give preference to one hospital, and
some to another, and the popularity of the Worcester Hospital
has been very great, yet it is apparent that many patients from
Massachusetts, who would have gone to the McLean Asylum
and paid $3 or $4 per week, have been sent to Worcester, be-
cause they could be received much cheaper. And yet, during
this very time,pauper patients were every month sent away from
the State Hospital for wantofroom, and consigned to almshouses
and jails, perhaps to cages and chains. It may be said they
were incurable; but the first duty of the State is to the pauper,
and he should not be consigned to a cage, though he be incura-
ble, to make way for a curable patient, who is able to pay.
Your committee do not know the views of the trustees of the
McLean Asylum, but it is believed that, should the State Hos-
pital be made difficult of access by paying patients, there would
be a steady demand for admission to the former-named estab-
lishment, by patients from Massachusetts, and that arrange-
ments for 50 more would be made, which (by changing, on an
average, once in six months) would accommodate 100 yearly.*

But though, by this arrangement, the State Hospital will be de-
voted more exclusively to the pauper insane, and possibly one
hundred more may annually receive proper care and treatment,
this will be very imperfect relief; for more than five hundred will
be still unprovided for. Of these, there are a considerable pro-
portion who are harmless idiots, or old and hopelessly demented
insane persons; but, allowing the latter to be one half of the
whole, there remain at least two hundred and fifty for whom
there is urgent necessity of immediate provision. How shall
it he made I

County hospitals have been proposed; indeed, in Essex
county, the house of correction now building has one wing, with
sixty apartments, intended for the instme. But, apart from
the impropriety and injustice of connecting the innocent insane
m any way with convicts, there are many very grave objec-

This is inferred from a communication made by the superintendent of that
establishment.
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Dr. Woodward, Dr. Bell, andtions to small county asylums
many others, most competent
with one voice in condemning

to speak on this subject, unite

the plan.
sane must be a thing by itself; it
ganization ; it should have a med-
der of talent, and a corps of offi-
devoted to it. Now, in the small

An establishment for the in;

must have its own peculiar or

ical superintendent of high or
cers who shall be exclusively
counties this could not be effected; the number of patients
would be too small, and the expense would be very great. A
physician would be hired to come in occasionally, and the hos-
pital would degenerate from a curative establishment into a
place of mere safe-keepim

County asylums, then, being out of the question, what shall
be done? Your committee have reflected anxiously upon
this subject, and sought for advice from various quarters
There are grave objections to very large hospitals; and
probably, the greatest possible amount of good cannot bt
obtained by patients in an establishment larger than that at
Worcester. When the number of patients becomes so large
that the Superintendent cannot bring the influence of his
sane mind to bear every day upon every curable patient,
then he must depute his power to another, and probably to a
second-rate man. The Superintendent should be the personal
friend of every lunatic, and possess his entire confidence ; and
neither he nor his relatives would be willing that he should be
treated by an assistant. Any one, who will suppose he has a
brother or a sister to commit to an asylum, can easily imagine
the desire naturally felt to have the personal care and attend-
ance, not of the assistant, be he ever so able a man, but of the
principal physician. But your committee will not urge the ad-
vantages of hospitals of a moderate size, say of two hundred to
two hundred and fifty patients; for they are restrained by the
present financial situation of the State, from advising the erec-
tion of a new hospital; not that they would shrink from the
unpopular recommendation of a sum sufficient to erect a new
one, or fail to press it as a thing called for by every consider
tion of justice and humanity, provided no other remedy could
be found; but fortunately there is a way by which great relief
can be had, without any considerable burden upon the treasury



13;8,1843. HOUSE—No,

The fund left to the State for the use of the insane, by Mrs.
Johonnot, amounts to about $40,000: it is, however, burdened
with annuities which amount to about $2500. These, how
ever, must, in the natural course of events, in a few years ex
pire. The management of this fund is left to the trustees of
the Worcester Hospital, who pay over the interest to the treas-
urer of the Commonwealth, who pays the annuitants. Your
committee therefore recommend that the trustees of the State
Lunatic Asylum, in whose hands the Johonnot fund is now
lodged, be authorized to expend it, under certain restrictions.
for the enlarging the present hospital, so that two hundred ad-
ditional patients may be received. And moreover, as the fund
will not be sufficient to enlarge the hospital to the requisit
extent, your committee further advise that dollars be
appropriated from the State treasury for that purpose, and they
report bills to that effect

Your committee are aware that a more unpalatable propo-
sition could hardly be made at this time, than that of an
appropriation from the treasury ; nevertheless, in view of the
great misery of the sufferers; of the solemn duty of the State,
and of the entire readiness of the people to discharge it, they
cannot shrink from the task. If the General Court will reflect
that the Worcester Hospital, the happy home of the insane, is
full to overflowing; that one hundred and eighty-seven lunatics
have, within the last year, knocked in vain at its doors for ad-
mission ; that some fourscore innocent insane persons are in-
carcerated in the jails and he
are bound with chains or cords

uses ol correction: that many
; that several hundred men andchains or cord

women are in a state of wret
day becoming more hopelessly iit is in its power to bring re
that the whole responsibility of
it; and if each individual legi

chedness and woe, and every

nsider that,n

f to many, if not to all-
denymg aid to them rests upon
ilator will reflect, that none of

his responsibility is lost by his sharing it with many others-
that upon his individual vole perhaps, depends the weal or tlweal or tl
woe of the poor insane—then your committee believe that their
recommendation will be adopted.

All of which is respectfully submitted
For the Committee, S. G. HOWE
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RESOLVES
For enlarging the State Lunatic Hospital.

Resolved, That the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hos-
pital at Worcester, together with the Superintendent and
Treasurer thereof, be, and they are hereby authorized to

erect, in such manner as they shall deem most expedient,
additional buildings, adjoining or near to the existing
buildings of said Hospital, sufficiently large for the accom-
modation of two hundred insane patients, and to provide all
necessary accommodations and furniture for the same.

Resolved, That, to defray the expenses of erecting said
additional buildings, and all the requisite appurtenances
thereto, and of providing the necessary accommodations
and furniture for the same, the Trustees aforesaid are
hereby authorized and directed to appropriate and make
use of the principal of the devise and bequest made by
Martha Johonnot, late of Salem, deceased, to the Trus-
tees of said Hospital, and placed under the control of said

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Three.

Cotittnontotaltlj of
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Trustees by resolves approved March eighteenth, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one ; and, for
this purpose, to sell and convey the stocks and property,
and to collect and convert into money the obligations
or securities in which the fund of said devise and bequest
now exists, or is invested.

Resolved , That, for the purpose of defraying the bal-
ance of the expenses aforesaid, there be granted and
appropriated, from the Treasury of this Commonwealth,
the sum of thousand dollars, and that warrants
be drawn therefor by the Governor, in favor of said Trus-
tees, at such times, and in such sums, as may be neces-
sary for the accomplishment of the object aforesaid.

Resolved, That so much of the resolves concerning the
will of Martha Johonnot, and the State Lunatic Hospital
at Worcester, passed on the eighteenth of March, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, as is in-
consistent with these resolves, be, and the same is hereby
repealed.
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Three.

Concerning the State Lunatic Hospital.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 The trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital, at Wor-
-2 cester, shall, after the first day of April next, charge
3 for the support of each patient at said Hospital, who
4 is not maintained there at the expense of the Com-
-5 monwealth, or of any city or town of the State, a sum
6 not less than three dollars per week ; and that in no
7 case shall any private patient be retained in the Hos-
-8 pital to the exclusion of any insane pauper, the unin-
-9 terrupted duration of whose insanity is less than four

10 years, and for whose admission application may be

11 made by the authorities of any city, or town, of this
12 Commonwealth.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

(Kommonteralti) of iEasfsattjwssctts.

A.N ACT


