
HOUSE No. 45.

The undersigned, dissenting from the report of the Comraitt ;e

on the Judiciary, on an order referred to the committee relating
to Divorce, asks leave to report the reasons for that dissent

The original order directed the attention of the committee to
a consideration of the duly of the Legislature to repeal such
laws as provide for the diss
where the offence of adultery has not been comm

1 he committee do not seem to have met this question direct
ly, by reporting that it is inexpedient to legislate upon the sub-
ject. The question seems to be one of graver import than that
of mere expediency

It is believed no government has a right to transcend th
divine law in its legislation, and that the legislatio
Commonwealth, upon this subject, in its tendency and e£
is to make void the law of God.

It any obligation can be enforced,
prohibition declared, in language full, clear, and free from all
ambiguity, it would seem that it has been so used in relation
this subject
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Man is not to put asunder those whom God has joined
together. The only exception to this general rule, is a viola-
tion of the contract in a single particular.

He who instituted this relation, and directed its duration
knew best what exception to make to a general rule.

The existing laws, it is believed, require our judges to do
that which is morally wrong.

The laws do not simply connive at iniquity, but enjoin and
enforce it.

To remove this evil, the undersigned asks leave to report the
accompanying bill.

Feb. 18, 1843
N. T LEONARD



1843.] .IHOUSE—No. 45.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 The one hundred and twenty-sixth chapter of the
2 statutes of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, entitled
3 “an act relating to divorce,” and also so much of the
4 fifth section of the seventy-sixth chapter of the Re-
-5 vised Statutes as authorizes a divorce from the bond
6 of matrimony, when either of the parties is sentenced
7 to confinement to hard labor, are hereby repealed.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

Repealing certain Laws relative to Divorce.
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