
HOUSE .No. 46.

House of Representatives, Jan. 18, 1843.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed
to consider the expediency of requesting our Senators and Rep-
resentatives in the Congress of the United States, to use their
influence for the immediate repeal of the Bankrupt Law of the
United States.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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House of Representatives, Feb. 20, 1843.

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were directed by an
order of the 18th January last “to consider the expediency of
requesting our Senators and Representatives in the Congress of
the United States to use their influence for the immediate repeal
of the Bankrupt Law of the United States,” have considered
the same, and report the accompanying resolutions.

JAMES RUSSELL.

order of the Committee.
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Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Legislature, the
bankrupt law of the United States ought to be repealed.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be request-
ed to transmit copies of the foregoing resolution to the
respective senators and representatives in Congress from
this Commonwealth.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

erowmontocaltJj of iHassacJjusctts.

Three.

RESOLVES

Concerning the Bankrupt Law of the United States.
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House of Representatives, Feb. 20th, 1843.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on the Judiciary,
who were instructed by an order of January to consider
the expediency of instructing our senators and requesting our
representatives in Congress, to vote for a repeal of the Bank-
rupt Law, respectfully

That the enactment or repeal of a bankrupt law is a power
which has been granted by the States and by the people to the
Congress of the United States, and with which the State Legis-
latures have no absolute right to intermeddle. There are, un-
doubtedly, certain great occasions, —there are certain grave
subjects,, upon which it is proper and becoming for the Legis-
lature of this State to express its opinion to the Congress of the
United btates; but it is perfectly obvious, that such opinions to
be influential must be rare, —worthy of the subject and the oc-
casion, and expressed with great unanimity. On all ordinary
subjects ot legislation, it is not only the most economical but
the wisest course for each department of our complex system of
government, to confine itself strictly within the sphere of its
own peculiar duties. It is found, by experience, that if the
labors ol the Legislature o( this Commonwealth are limited
strictly to its own State concerns, that they are vast enough to
lequire the closest attention, and the expenditure of a large
sum of money annually; and the expediency of increasing these
labors and expenses, by attempting to direct the affairs of the
general government, is somewhat questionable.

In this particular case, too, it is to be considered, that how-ever proper the expression of an opinion might be from theLegislature as individuals, in regard to the repeal of the bauk-mpt law, that they were not elected with any reference to thissubject; that the people have not expressed a wish that they
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should act upon it. And it may well be doubted, therefore,
whether the Legislature would be a safe or proper exponent
of the public feeling. It is certainly no part of their official
duty as representatives. The proper and most influential mode
of addressing Congress upon this subject is in the form of peti-
tions and memorials, directly from the people.

Our senators and representatives in Congress have the means,
from official reports and otherwise, of ascertaining the practical
operation of this law throughout the whole Union. And we
have the confidence to believe that they will possess themselves
of all the information within their reach, as well as of the wishes
of their constituents, and discharge the duty, which they owe
to them, with fidelity.

The committee beg leave, in conclusion, to express the opinion,
that the present bankrupt law is extremely imperfect, in many
respects, and that it ought, in their opinion, to be repealed or
substantially amended. How far their opinion coincides with
that of the community upon the subject, they have no means
whatever of ascertaining. And for these reasons they respect-
fully state, that it is not expedient to pass any resolutions upon
the subject.

For the Minority of the Committee,

H, G. 0. COLBY.








