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House of Representatives Feb. 24, 1843

The Select Committee, appointed under an order of February
6th instant, to ascertain the amount for which the fran-
chise and structure of both of the bridges leading from
Cambridge to Boston can be purchased, and to consider the
expediency of adopting measures similar to those which have
been adopted by the Commonwealth, relating to Charles
River and Warren Bridges, for the eventual freedom from
toll of both of said bridges. And to whom was also referred
the petition-of Mansir W. Marsh, and fifty other inhabitants
of West Cambridge, of Abel Whitney, and three hundred
and forty-five others, of Samuel Rindge, and two hundred
others, inhabitants of Cambridge, of Caleb W. Leland, and
eighty-seven others, inhabitants of Somerville, of Nehemiah
Willington, and seventy-five others, inhabitants ofLexington,
all on the same subject, have had the same under consi-
deration, and submit the subjoined

The Committee addressed a note to the President of the
West Boston Bridge Corporation, and also to the President of
the Canal Bridge Corporation, stating in each the inquiries
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contained in the foregoing order and petitions, and received
the following answers, viz. ;

James Russell, I
A meeting of theDirectors of the West Boston Bridge was held

yesterday, when they instructed me to say, in reply to your
letter of Saturday last, that although not authorized to name
any price at which the proprietors would sell their bridge and
right of taking toll, yet they can have no doubt that any fair
proposition for the purchase of their property by the Common-
wealth, would be received by them in a just and conciliatory
spirit, and that they would unquestionably adhere to the offer
of reference of the subject to impartial persons, which they
have made on former occasions, in reply to similar inquiries,
and which was proposed by the Commonwealth itself in the
charter of the Hancock Bridge, some years ago. The cost of
the bridge, together with the roads the proprietors have made
and purchased, constituting no small portion of the whole
expense, is, I believe, somewhere about $130,000.

The Directors would call a meeting of the proprietors, if
desired by the committee; but as this requires a fortnight’s
notice, it was supposed that the delay would be too great
for the contemplated duration of the present session of the
Legislature.

Respectfully your obedient servant,

SAMUEL E. ELIOT.

Boston, February 16, 1843.
James Russell, Esq., Chairman

I have received your letter of 13th instant, inquiring at
what price the Canal Bridge would be sold to the State, and
have since conversed with a majority of the Stockholders, who,
I am convinced, would accept an offer of fifty dollars per share,
being the same price that was named to a committee of the
Legislature last season.

M ith most respect, your obedient servant
ELIJAH LORING,

President of the CanalBridge Corporation

Boston, Feb. 14, 1843.
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Thus it will be seen that, although the charter of each of
said bridges has one year less to run, and the said proprietors
having a full knowledge that the two bridges leading from
Charlestown to Boston, will, during the present year, and prob-
ably as early as October next, be wholly exempted from toll,
and will therefore, as a matter of course, divert no small por-
tion of the travel from the said bridges; yet each of said corpo-
rations see no cause to offer more favorable terms on which
they will transfer their interest in said bridges to the said Com-
monwealth, than those proposed the last year.

It is no doubt true, that, since the imposition of toll on the
Charles River and Warren Bridges, under the act of 1841, the
receipt of each of said corporations has been greatly enhanced,
from more causes than one; and among the rest, an indigna-
tion which a portion of the community felt, that tolls should
again be imposed on the Warren Bridge, when it had once
been paid for, and a fund raised sufficient, as was believed by
many, to keep the same in repair for many years then to come.

Entertaining such feelings, it was natural that both the
Charles River and Warren Bridges should be shunned, and
consequently the travel over the other bridges on the same river
be increased. Much of this travel will again be turned over
the Charles River and Warren Bridges, when the same shall
again become free from toll, and consequently the receipts from
the other bridges be greatly diminished.

This fact, as the committee believe, will begin to be made
apparent before the session of the next General Court.

That one portion of the community, similarly circumstanced
with another, should enjoy advantages and have benefits con-
ferred, which result in the direct injury of that other, and this
too by acts of legislation, is a principle which cannot obtain in
this Commonwealth. That such will be the case if the Legis-
lature long refuse to lend their aid in furtherance of the wishes
of the numerous petitioners, for the constant exemption from
toll of the two bridges mentioned in this report, is most true.

The committee are fully sensible of the importance of free
avenues in every direction to the metropolis of the Common-
wealth, and that, if they can be obtained by theaid of the Com-
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monwealth, without impairing the rights of individuals, and
without the risk of any pecuniary sacrifice, on the part of said
Commonwealth, such aid should be freely granted.

It is believed by the committee, that the most favorable time
for the said Commonwealth to proffer such aid, has not yet
arrived. They therefore recommend a reference of the whole
matter to the next General Court.

JAMES RUSSELL, Chairman.


