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The Committee on Public Buildings, in discharge of the duties
imposed upon them by the first section of the act of March
18th, 1841, entitled “ An Act relating to the State House,”
submit the following

With the assistance of a competent mechanic, the commit-
tee have made a careful examination of the State House, and
of the dwelling-house owned by the Commonwealth on Han-
cock street ; and they find that some repairs upon the State
House have become necessary, if not indispensable, to its pre-
servation.

The cupola has long been out of repair, and has been the
subject, among other things, of two or three former reports.
It has been patched and mended, from time to time, but, for
want of sufficient appropriations, has never been thoroughly
repaired. The lead upon the top is cracked and broken, and
admits rains and melting snows through the wood-work, and
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into the interior of the dome. It should be newly coppered,
repaired and painted, without delay. The whole exterior of
the State House also requires painting. It is now about nine
years since it was painted. The coloring upon the walls begins
to wash off, and the wood-work has become dry and exposed
to decay. The best economy, which can be practised, is to
put on two coats of paint in the coming spring or autumn.
The fences in front of and around the building, should be
painted at the same time.

In the interior of the building, the committee have had their
attention earnestly directed to the water-closets. It is repre-
sented that the effluvia, ascending from these closets to the
office of the secretary over them, is exceedingly offensive, and
at times, during the session of the Legislature, almost intolera-
ble. The committee are advised and they believe, that a
remedy for this evil may be found in an entire separation of
the tops of the closets from the ceiling above them ; and, by
making this ceiling tight, all circulation of air from the cellar
to the office over it, may be prevented. They recommend
this alteration.

The Doric Hall in the State House, and the wood-work of
the entries adjoining, require painting. For want of paint,
this part of the interior wears a sorry appearance, and is now
wholly out of keeping with the adjoining recess. This hall
is constantly visited by citizens and strangers, and does but
poor credit to the taste of its owners. The committee cannot
but indulge the belief that the necessary expense, which is
not great, may be incurred for this item of repairs.

There are two wells appurtenant to the State House, from
neither of which can any water now be obtained. They have
been useless for 3 years past; and nearly all the spring water,
which is used in the State House, is brought from the house
on Hancock street. The failure of water in these wells, is
attributed to the sinking of other wells in the neighborhood to
a greater depth, and thereby diverting the springs which before
supplied these. To remedy this inconvenience, the committee
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think it reasonable that one of the wells should be lowered
and put in a condition for use

The estimated expense of making the above specified re-
pairs, is as follows :

Repairs of cupola, $344
Painting exterior of State House, and fences, including

all staging, 2604
Alteration of water-closets, ----- 75
Painting Doric hall, entries and contingent, - - 225
Sinking and repairing well, ----- 300

Total, $3,548
Some further repairs were suggested as desirable, on the

estate on Hancock street, and also on some of the furniture in
the Representatives’ Hall, which the committee do not deem it
advisable to recommend at this time,

If it shall be the pleasure of the Legislature to direct the
repairs to be made, of which the above estimate is given, the
committee would recommend, that all the paint stock be pur-
chased by the sergeant-at-arms, and the labor hired and per-
formed under his superintendence.

For the execution of the above repairs, the committee ask
leave to submit the accompanying Resolves.

SAM’L P. LOUD.For the Committee,
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RESOLVES
For Repairs upon the State House.

Resolved,
That the Sergeant-at-Arms cause the exterior

walls and wood-work of the State House, and the fences
in front of and around the same, to be painted with two
coats ; the cupola to be newly coppered, thoroughly re-
paired and painted; the water-closets to be altered ; the
Doric hall and the wood-work of the adjoining entries to
be painted, and one of the wells appurtenant to the State
House to be lowered and repaired.

Resolved , That the sum of thirty-five hundred and fifty
dollars be appropriated for the above repairs, which sum,
or so much thereof as may be necessary, to be expend-
ed, and the accounts thereof to be audited and paid, agree-
ably to the provisions of the act of March 18, 1841, entit-
led “ An Act relating to the State House.”

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
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