
HOUSE....No. 13.

AN ACT

To ascertain the Ratable Estate within this Common-
wealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follotvs :

1 Sect. 1. The assessors for each town, district, and
2 other place within this Commonwealth, for the year
3 one thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall, on or be-
-4 fore the first day of September next, take and lodge
5 in the secretary’s office a true and perfect list con-
-6 formably to the list hereunto annexed, of all male
7 polls, of twenty-one years old and upwards, whether
8 at home or abroad, distinguishing such as are exempt-
-9 ed from taxation ; and of all ratable estate, both real

10 and personal, lying within their cities, towns, districts,
11 and other places not exempted by law from paying
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.
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12 State taxes, expressing by whom occupied or pos-
13 sessed, particularly mentioning dwelling-houses and
14 shops under the same roof, or adjoining thereto, shops
15 separate from them, distill-houses, tan-houses, ware'
16 houses and stores, wharves, oil factories of all kinds,
17 grist mills, fulling-mills, saw-mills, iron works and
18 furnaces, and all other buildings and edifices of the
19 value of twenty dollars and upwards, and the number
20 of tons of vessels and small craft of every kind, up-
21 wards of five tons burden, computing the same accord-
22 ing to the rules established by the laws of the United
23 States, whether at home or abroad, and the amount of
24 each person’s whole stock in trade, including all
25 goods, wares, merchandize, at home or abroad, paid
26 for, or not paid for; also, those in their hands by fac-
27 torage, also government securities of all kinds, par-
28 ticularly distinguishing securities of the United
29 States, and all other moneys at interest, more than
30 any creditor pays interest for; also, the whole amount
31 of moneys on hand, including such as may be deposit-
32 ed in any bank, or other incorporated company, or
33 with any agent, the amount of stock held by the
34 stockholders in any bank or insurance company, and
35 shares or property in any incorporated company for a
36 bridge, canal, turnpike, or railroad, and shares or
37 property in any other incorporated company posses:
38 ing taxable property ; the number of ounces of plate
39 of all kinds exceeding twenty dollars in value; the
40 number of horses, neat cattle, sheep and swine, of the
41 respective ages in the said list mentioned: provided,

42 however, that all the machinery employed in any
43 branch of manufactures, and belonging to any corpo-
44 ration, copartnership, person or persons, of this or
45 any other state, shall be taken and returned in the
46 respective cities, towns, districts, or other places
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-IT wherein such machinery may he situated or employed ;

48 and provided further, that in taking and returning the
49 shares in any manufacturing corporation, there shall
50 first be deducted therefrom the value of the machinery
51 and real estate belonging to such corporation. And
52 the said assessors, in taking the said valuation, shall
53 distinguish the different improvements of land, and
54 return the list in the following manner, viz., thenum-
-55 her of acres of pasture land, with the number of cows,
56 with the after-feed of the whole farm, the same land
5T will keep; the number of acres of tillage land, annu-
-58 ally, improved for that use; the number of bushels of
59 grain and corn of all sorts, the same will yearly pro-
-60 duce; the number of acres of English upland and
61 fresh meadow mowing land, with the tons of hay of
62 each sort annually produced therefrom; the number
63 of acres of salt marsh, with the tons of hay annually
64 produced therefrom; also, all cow rights, and all
65 wood-land of every sort, and lands belonging to any
66 town, or other proprietary, improved or unimproved;
6T also, the number of acres improved for roads, and
68 covered with water, according to the best estimation
69 of the assessors, and all such lands, the owners and
70 occupiers of which are holden to pay a quit-rent to
71 Harvard College, pursuant to the direction of the
72 original donor or donors, that the same may be con-
-73 sidered in the valuation which may be established in
74 pursuance of this act, excepting all the estates be-
-75 longing to Harvard, Williams, and Amherst colleges,
76 and to incorporated theological institutions and acad-
-77 emies; and also, the estate belonging to the Massa-
-78 chusetts General Hospital, and improved for the pur-
-79 poses of that institution: provided, always , that the
80 several articles of the produce of the lands, herein be-
-81 fore enumerated, shall not be taken into consideration
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82 in forming a valuation, for any other purpose than
83 for ascertaining the relative value of lands in the va-
84 rious parts of the Commonwealth. And the said as-
-85 sessors, in taking the valuation of the property afore-
-86 said, shall estimate the same at its fair, cash, market
87 value; and shall cause all the columns of the several
88 articles contained in the several lists, to be carefully
89 cast up and footed, and the lists of the polls and rata-
-90 hie estates, to be taken as aforesaid, shall be taken as
91 of the first day of May next.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the assessors of
2 the oldest incorporated town adjacent to any unin-
-3 corporated territory, within the same county, to make a
4 valuation of the polls and estates of such unincorpo-
-5 rated territory, agreeably to the provisions of this act,
6 and keep an account of the expenses incurred in
7 making the same, with a view to its future assessment
8 upon the polls and estates of such unincorporated
9 territory.

1 Sect. 3. The said assessors, before they enter on
2 this work, shall take the following oath or affirma-
-3 tion, viz., You, A. 8., being chosen an assessor for
4 the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty, do
5 swear, (or affirm,) that you will faithfully and impar-
-6 tially, according to your best skill and judgment, do
7 and perform the whole duty of an assessor, as direct-
-8 ed and enjoined by an act of this Commonwealth,
9 made in the present year, entitled, “ An Act to ascer-

10 tain the Ratable Estate within this Commonwealth,”
11 without favor or prejudice. So help you God. Which
12 oath or affirmation may be administered by such of-
-13 ficers as are now authorized by law to administer the
14 usual oaths to town officers. And each and every
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15 assessor shall be allowed by the town, city, district ox-
-16 other place to which he belongs, the sum of one dol-
-17 lar and twenty-five cents, for every day which he shall
18 be necessarily employed in doing the duties enjoined
19 by this act.

1 Sect. 4. If any assessor of any city, town, dis-
-2 trict, or other place, within this Commonwealth, for
3 the year aforesaid, shall refuse to take sxxch oath or
4 affirmation, or, having taken the same, shall neglect
5 or refuse to do or perform all the duties required by
6 this act, or shall act in any way fraudulently or de-
-7 ceitfully therein, he shall, for each of those offences,
8 forfeit and pay a fine ofnot less than one hundred dol-
-9 lars, nor more than two thousand dollars, at the dis-

-10 cretion of the court before whom trial shall be had.
11 And every person liable to be taxed, and not out of
12 this Commonwealth, on and from the first day of
13 May next, to the first day of August next, who shall
14 refuse, or wilfully neglect to give the assessors in wri-
-15 ting, and on oath or affirmation, if required, (which
16 oath or affirmation the said assessors are hereby re-
-17 spectively empowered to administer,) a true account of
18 all his or her ratable estate, according to the true in-
-19 tent and meaning of this act, shall be doomed by the
20 said assessors, according to their best skill and judg-
-21 ment, to the full amount of his or her ratable estate ;

22 and the oath last mentioned shall be in the following
23 form, viz., You, C. D., do swear, (or affirm,) that all
24 your ratable estate conformable to this list, here shown
25 by you, doth not exceed this account, by you now ex-
-26 hibited, according to your best knowledge and judg-
-27 ment. So help you God; —-provided, nevertheless , that
28 every person conscientiously scrupulous of taking an
29 oath, in the form required by law, who shall be re-
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30 quired to take either of the oaths aforesaid, shall be
31 excused therefrom, upon solemnly and sincerely af-
-32 firming the truth of the declarations therein con-
-33 tained, under the pains and penalties of perjury.

1 Sect. 5. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall
2 cause to be printed blank tables, conveniently ar-
-3 ranged with columns headed with appropriate denom-
-4 inations, for the returns of the particulars indicated in
5 this act, and shall furnish a sufficient number of
6 copies thereof, together with a copy of this act, to the
7 assessors of each town.

1 Sect. 6. The assessors in each town, district, or
2 other place in this Commonwealth, for the year one
3 thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall, on or before
4 the said first day of September next, transmit to the
5 secretary’s office a true and attested copy of the valu-
-6 ation by which the assessors of the said towns, dis-
-7 tricts, and other places, made the town and county
8 taxes in their respective towns, districts, or other
9 places, for the year one thousand eight hundred and

10 forty-nine. And all fines and forfeitures, arising by
11 this act, may be recovered in the supreme judicial
12 court of this Commonwealth, by action of debt, one
13 moiety to him or them who shall sue for the same,
14 and the other moiety to the use of the Commonwealth,
15 or by information filed in the same court by the at-
-16 torney general, in which case, the forfeiture shall
17 wholly accrue to the Commonwealth. And the secre-
-18 tary is hereby required to furnish the attorney gener-
-19 al with a list of the towns, districts, and other places,
20 the assessors of which shall neglect to lodge in his
21 office a list of the polls and estates, agreeably to the
22 provisions of the first section of this act, to the end
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23 that they may be prosecuted at the discretion of said
24 officers.

1 Sect. 7. The following shall be the form of the
2 lists for the valuation of the year one thousand eight
3 hundred and fifty:—A list of the polls and estates,
4 real and personal, of the several proprietors and in-
-5 habitants of , in the county of , taken
6 pursuant to an act of the Legislature of this Com-
-7 monwealth, passed in the year one thousand eight
8 hundred and fifty, entitled “an act to ascertain the
9 ratable estate within this Commonwealth,” by the

10 subscribers, assessors of the town of , duly
11 elected and sworn. Number of polls ratable,
12 twenty-one years old and upwards. Number of
13 male polls not taxed nor supported by the town.
14 Number of male polls supported by the town. Num-
-15 ber of dwelling-houses. Number of shops within or
16 adjoining to dwelling-houses. Number of other
17 shops. Number of distill-houses. Number of brew-

-18 eries. Number of tan-houses. Number of ware-
-19 houses and stores. Number of rope-walks. Number
20 of grist-mills. Number of carding-machines, with
21 their buildings. Number of fulling-mills. Number
22 of saw-mills. Number of small-arm manufactories,
23 with their buildings. Number of slitting-mills and
24 nail-machines. Number of cotton factories. Num-
-25 ber of spindles in the same. Number of looms in
26 the same. Number of woollen factories. Number
27 of spindles in the same. Number of looms in the same.
28 Number of linen factories. Number of spindles in the
29 same. Number of looms in the same. Number of
30 establishments for printing silks and calico. Number
31 of bleacheries. Number of paper-mills. Number of
32 other mills. Number of iron works and furnaces.
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33 Number of oil factories of all kinds. Number of
glass factories. Number of card factories. Number
of barns. Number of superficial feet of saltworks.
Number of all other works, buildings and edifices, of
the value of twenty dollars and upwards. Number
of superficial feet of wharf. Number of tons of ves-
sels and small craft, of five tons and upwards, at
home or abroad. The amount of every person’s
whole stock in trade, including all goods, wares and
merchandise, at borne and abroad, paid for or not
paid for, and also, those in their hands by factorage.
The amount of securities of the United States, of this
State, or any other government, and at what rate of
interest. The amount of money at interest, more
than any creditor pays interest for. The amount of
money on hand, including such as may be deposited
in any bank or incorporated company, or with any
agent. The amount of stock held by the stockhold-
ers in any bank or insurance company. Number of
shares in any bridge, canal, turnpike or railroad, and
the value of such shares, with the annual income
thereof. The number and value of shares, or the
amount of property in any other incorporated com-
pany possessing taxable property. Number of ounces
of plate of all kinds, exceeding twenty dollars in val-
ue. Number of acres of tillage land, including or-
chards tilled. Number of bushels of wheat. Num-
ber of bushels of rye. Number of bushels of oats.
Number of bushels of Indian corn. Number of bush-
els of barley, raised on the said tillage land by the

year. Number of pounds of hops. Number of tons
of hemp. Number of tons of flax. Number of
tons of broom corn. Number of acres of English
and upland mowing, including orcharding mowed.
Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the

34
35
36
37
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39
40
41
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44
45
46
47
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51
52
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54
55
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60
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63
64
65
66
67



91850 ] HOUSE—No. 13.

68 same. Number of acres of salt-marsh. Number of
69 tons of hay, the yearly produce of the same. Num-
-70 her of acres of fresh meadow. Number of tons
71 of hay, the yearly produce of the same. Number
72 of acres of pasturage, including orcharding pas-
-73 tured. Number of cows the same will keep, with
74 the after-feed of the whole farm. Number of cow
75 rights. Number of acres of wood-land, exclusive of
76 pasture land enclosed. Number of acres of unim-
-77 proved land. Number of acres of land unimprova-
-78 ble. Number of acres of land owned by the town, or
79 other proprietary. Number of acres of land used for
80 roads. Number of acres of land covered with water.
81 Number of horses one year old and upwards. Num-
-82 ber of mules and asses one year old and upwards.
83 Number of oxen four years old and upwards. Num-
-84 ber of cows three years old and upwards. Number
85 of steers and heifers of one year old and upwards.
86 Number of sheep six months old and upwards. Num-
-87 ber of swine six months old and upwards. The value
88 and description of all other ratable estates, not be-
-89 fore enumerated. The amount of real estates doomed.
90 The amount of personal estates doomed.
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