
HOUSE....No. 23.

House of Representatives January 30th, 1850.

The Special Committee on the “ Petition of the Massachusetts
Medical Society for leave to make certain by-laws, and to
use the income of the permanent fund of said society for cer-
tain purposes,”

That the said society has been divided into various district
societies, each having a separate and distinct organization, yet
subject to, and forming a part of, the original corporation ; that
the statute now in force requires the counsellors of the society,
from all the districts or sections of the Commonwealth, to be
elected at the annual meeting of the parent society by the gen-
eral vote of its members, and that the censors for each district
shall be subsequently chosen by the counsellors.

The petitioners desire that each district society may be au-
thorized to elect its own counsellors and censors, at a meeting
holden within its own section.

They also ask permission to use the income of the permanent
fund of the society for its current expenses. This fund was
obtained from the sale of a township of land, granted to them
by the Legislature in the year 1810, for the purpose of enabling
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them “to erect a suitable building in the town of Boston, for
the use of said society.”

It was sold in the year 1823, and the proceeds were placed
in the Massachusetts Life Insurance Office. The interest ac-
cruing therefrom has been annually added to the principal
until it now amounts to something more than $lO,OOO,—a sum
inadequate for the accomplishment of the original design, but
yet affording a sufficient annual income to defray the expense
of the rent of rooms for the accommodation of the society.

The accompanying bill is therefore respectfully submitted.

For the committee,

JOHN W. WARREN, Jr.



1850.] HOUSE—No. 23

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Each of the district societies into which
2 the Massachusetts Medical Society has been, or may
3 be divided, may elect, annually, by ballot, from among
I its members, the counsellors and censors, to which,
5 by the by-laws of the society, it may be entitled.
6 And such counsellors and censors shall hold their
7 respective offices for the year next ensuing, and until
8 others have been elected in their places.

AN ACT
In addition to the several acts in relation to the Massa-

chusetts Medical Society.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.

1 Sect. 2. The annual meeting of the society may
2 be held in such one of the principal towns or cities
3 of the Commonwealth as the society, or the counsel-
I lors, shall, from year to year, determine; and the
•5 first stated or annual meeting of the counsellors shall
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be held in the same place, and within thirty days,
before or after said annual meeting, as the society
shall, in their by-laws, direct.

Sect. 3. The Massachusetts Medical Society is
hereby authorized to use the annual income of their
permanent fund to defray their current expenses.

Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.


