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House of Representatives, February 7th, 1850.

The Joint Standing Committee on Public Lands, to whom was
referred the petition of Nathaniel H. Dillingham, William H.
Dow, Theodore H. Dillingham & Co., and S. Parsons &

Co., for the equitable adjustment of the claims of the Com-
monwealth against them, submit the following

11 E P O R T ;

It was established, to the satisfaction of the committee, that,
at a land sale held at Bangor, in the State of Maine, on the
14th of September, 1847, the petitioners purchased of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and the State of Maine, a tract of
land, containing 33,107 acres, consisting of township, No. 5,
and the north half of township No. 4, in the thirteenth range
west from the east line of the State of Maine, and owned
jointly by said states, for the sum of $41,285 30; and that
they paid to each of said states the sura of $4,128 53 in money,
and gave their notes to each for the sum of $16,514 12, and
received a conditional deed of the land.

The petitioners placed six teams of their own on the land, in
the winter of 1847-8, and cut 4,508,172 feet of lumber. They
also granted permits for eight teams. These operations resulted
in loss to those engaged in them, but, as the petitioners received
sturnpage on those permits, the net profits of the whole trans-
action amounted to $5,923 74.

Their operations in the winter of 1848-9 were disastrous.
Fifteen hundred and fifty-two logs were then cut, scaling
329,717 feet. The trees were small, the larger ones having
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been cut prior to the purchase by the petitioners, under permits
from the states. It should be stated, in this connection, that
the petitioners expressly concede that the land agents of Massa-
chusetts and Maine did not influence them in making the pur-
chase, they acted on information from another source.

In consequence of this purchase, and other losses, the peti-
tioners became insolvent and unable to fulfil their obligations
to the states of Massachusetts and Maine. They, therefore,
petition to have their notes cancelled on the payment of such
sum, as damages, as shall be fixed by the land agents of Massa-
chusetts and Maine, the same not to be less than a fair stumpage
of the timber cut upon said land since their purchase,-—the
states retaining the land, and the petitioners to give a release to
the Commonwealth of all their right, title, and interest.

The committee are of opinion that it will tend to extricate
the petitioners from the embarrassments which surround them,
on account of their inability to meet their engagements with
the Commonwealth, (for until those are disposed of they cannot
compromise with their other creditors,) and conduce to the
interest of the Commonwealth, if the notes for this purchase
were cancelled. Most of the growth on this well-situated tract
is sapling, which yearly increases in value. The committee
consider it better for the Commonwealth to hold appreciating
land than depreciating paper.

The Legislature of the State of Maine, at its session in June,
1849, passed a resolve in favor of these petitioners. The com-
mittee are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners should
be granted, provided they shall pay as damages, such sum as
shall be fixed upon by the land agents of Massachusetts and
Maine, the same not to be less than the amount they have already
paid, towards which payment for damages the aforesaid per-
sons shall be allowed the money advanced by them towards
the purchase of said tracts of land, and provided they shall
execute a release to the Commonwealth of all their right, title,
and interest, in said lands, and all claims to stumpage. The
treasurer of this Commonwealth, on the delivery of the release
aforesaid, shall cancel said notes, retaining them on the files of
his office, for the purpose of upholding the title of (he Com-
monwealth to said lands.

For the committee,
FRANCIS BRINLEY.
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RESOLVE
For the Equitable Settlement of Claims against Nathaniel H.

Dillingham, William H. Dow, Josiah Towle, Solomon Par-
sons, William Parsons, Samuel L. Hunt, and Theodore H.
Dillingham.

Resolved, That Nathaniel H. Dillingham, William H. Dow,
Josiah Towle, Solomon Parsons, William Parsons, Samuel L.Hunt, and Theodore H. Dillingham, now or late of Bangor, in
the State of Maine, be, and they hereby are, released from their
personal liability to pay their four notes of hand given to the
treasurer of this Commonwealth, on the fourteenth day of Sep-
tember, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, each for the sum of
four thousand one hundred and twenty-eight dollars and fifty-three cents, and due in one, two, three, and four years, from
the date thereof, which were given for the purchase of town-ship numbered five, range thirteen, and the north part of num-
ber four, range thirteen, west from the east line of the State ofMaine, provided that the said Nathaniel H. Dillingham, Wil-liam 11. Dow, Josiah Towle, Solomon Parsons, William Par-
sons, Samuel L. Hunt, and Theodore H. Dillingham, shall pay
as damages, such sum as shall be fixed upon by the land agentsof Massachusetts and Maine, provided the same be not lessthan the amount they have already paid ; towards which pay-
ment for damages the aforesaid persons shall be allowed the
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money advanced by them towards the purchase of said tracts
of land, and shall execute a release to the Commonwealth of
all their right, title, and interest, in said lands, and all claim to
stumpage. And the treasurer of this Commonwealth, on the
delivery of the release aforesaid, shall cancel said notes, and
retain, them on the files of his office, for the purpose of uphold-
ing the title of the Commonwealth to said lands.


