
HOUSE....No. 41.

House of Representatives, February 16th, ISSO.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Re-
port of the Expenses of the Board of Education, and who
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing
the Board of Education to appoint agents for visiting school
districts and conventions, have attended to the subject, and
ask leave to

That, when the Board of Education was constituted, it was
made a duty of its secretary, which was esteemed second in
importance to no other, to give his personal attendance upon
all meetings of teachers held within the Commonwealth, to
call such meetings in the different counties, and by lectures,
oral instruction to school teachers, and personal communication
with parents, to endeavor to excite and maintain that general
interest in the subject of popular education, which is indispen-
sable to its permanent success and general usefulness. Accord-
ingly, the labors of the first secretary of the Board were vast
and unwearied in this department, of which he fully under-
stood the great importance, and he doubtless effected as much
as one man can be imagined capable of accomplishing. Re-
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markable, however, as were his powers of continued labor, it
was not within the limits of even his capacity to do all that
was requisite in this particular matter. It requires but little
consideration to satisfy any mind of the impossibility that a
single individual can perform the labor which is essential to
carry out the views of the people of Massachusetts, in estab-
lishing the present system of supervision of the schools.

There are now nearly, or quite, four thousand school dis-
tricts in the State, every one of which would probably derive
essential benefit from a visit of a single day from the secretary.
But even this visit of a day to each, would require for its com-
pletion, thirteen years of three hundred working days each.
Then, there are the numerous conventions of teachers, which
he is desired to attend, and which are becoming more numerous
and more important every year; the meetings also of parents,
where he can effect so much good by the information he can
communicate, and the zeal he may inspire; the Normal schools,
of which his supervision ought to be vigilant; the returns he
must make of the reports of school committees, the report he
must himself prepare, and the thousand details which necessa-
rily attend every part of his miscellaneous duties; and if all
these things be considered, it will be sufficiently manifest that
some aid should be given him, to enable him to attend to as
great a portion as possible of this most important duty of per-
sonal communication with teachers, parents, and pupils. Your
committee deem nothing more valuable, in the entire system,
than this bond of communication between all parts of the Com-
monwealth and the Board of Education. Uniformity and
equality of instruction can be secured in no other way so effect-
ively ; the interest of the community in education, will be kept
alive by it to an extent that cannot otherwise be expected;
towns and districts that are making good progress, will be en-
couraged, and the many who are yet behind the demands of
the age, will be stimulated to greater effort. It may be ima-
gined by some that the whole Commonwealth is effectually
roused on the subject of education; but it is within the knowl-
edge of your committee, that there are are many districts where
it is still difficult to persuade the inhabitants that the common
school is a common blessing, and where the disposition by no
means corresponds with the ability to support it. With these
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views, the committee deem it of very great importance to the
progress of general education, that competent persons should
be appointed by the Board of Education, not as permanent, but
occasional assistants to the secretary, in a branch of his duty
which is of such vital importance, who shall visit as many dis-
tricts, conventions, and public meetings, relating to common
school education, as is practicable during the period for which
they shall be appointed, in such parts of the Commonwealth as
the Board of Education may prescribe, while the secretary
shall still continue to attend like meetings in the remainder of
the State. The expenses of the Board of Education last year
were but three hundred dollars, none of which was in compen-
sation of their labors, but was only a reimbursement of their
actual expenditure; and while the State receives so much
gratuitous service, it will not surely be thought extravagant to
draw upon the school fund, for a species of labor, which will
return ten fold the amount expended upon it, in the improve-
ment of the system of universal education, which is dear to the
heart of every enlightened inhabitant of enlightened Massa-
chusetts.

They recommend the passage of the following Resolve

For the committee,

E. W. COBB,
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RESOLVE

Authorizing the Board of Education to appoint Agents.

Resolved, That the Board of Education be, and they are,
hereby authorized to appoint two suitable agents, to visit the
town and school districts, in such parts of the Commonwealth
as may seem expedient to the Board, for the purpose of inquir-
ing into the condition of the schools, lecturing upon subjects
connected with education, and, in general, of giving and re-
ceiving information, in the same manner as the secretary of the
Board would do if he were present; and that to defray the ex-
pense of the same, his excellency the governor, with the advice
and consent of the council, is authorized to draw his warrant
for a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars, to be charged
upon the income of the school fund.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.


