
HOUSE... .No. 44.

RESOLVES
In favor of Cheap Postage.

1. Resolved
,

That a tax on the correspondence of Massachu-
setts of more than one hundred thousand dollars per annum
beyond the cost of mail service in her behalf, entitles her to
call upon the General Government for a reduced rate of postage.

2. Resolved, That in granting Congress the power “ to estab-
lish post offices and post roads,” the Constitution does not
intend to authorize a monopoly of the letter carrying business
by the General Government, but only to secure to the people a
safer, cheaper, and more efficient mail service than could be
had from private resources, enterprise, and competition; there-
fore, the rate of postage should be so low as to secure the United
States mail against competition in every part of the country,
without the aid of prohibitory laws.

3. Resolved
, That, inasmuch as the post office returns prove

that a uniform rate of postage of two cents, for the half ounce,
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would abundantly support the expenses of the post office de-
partment, if all parts of the country were like the settled free
states, such should be the rate for the whole country, and that
if, owing to unsettled laud in some states, and slavery in others,
there should be a deficiency of revenue, it should be supplied
from the general treasury.

4. Resolved , That, inasmuch as the stability of our free insti-
tutions depends on the intelligence of our people, and the
permanence of our Union on the good understanding of the
different portions of our widely extended country, the rate of
letter postage should be as low as it can be and preserve the
privilege from abuse, while ordinary newspapers should not be
charged more than one cent each for any distance; and that
any excess of expense over income, which might arise from
carrying out these principles, ought to be paid out of the gen-
eral treasury.


