
HOUSE....No. 51.

AN ACT
In addition to an Act concerning Coroner's Inquests.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whenever an inquisition shall be taken,
2 pursuant to the one hundred and fortieth chapter of
3 the Revised Statutes, the coroner, with the consent of
I a majority of the jury of inquest, may order that a
5 secret inquisition be taken; and in such case, the
6 coroner may, at his discretion, exclude from the place
7 where the inquisition is taken, any or all persons
8 other than those required to be present by the provis-
-9 ions of said chapter; and during the examination of

10 any witness, may, at his discretion, exclude from the
11 place of examination all the other witnesses, and may
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2 also, if lie see cause, direct the witnesses to be kept
3 separate, so that they cannot converse with each other
4 until they shall have been examined.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever the coroner shall require the
2 aid of any person, to reduce to writing the testimony
3 of witnesses examined before any jury of inquest,
4 pursuant to the provisions of the seventh section of
5 said chapter, such person shall be allowed for said
6 services, such sum as the coroner shall determine,
7 not exceeding one dollar and fifty cents for each
8 day’s actual attendance upon the jury, and whenever
9 more than one day’s attendance of the coroner upon

10 the jury of inquest shall be required, such coroner

11 shall be allowed the sum of one dollar and fifty cents
12 for each day of his actual attendance as aforesaid; and
13 whenever, in the course of any examination in any in-
-14 quest, the coroner shall determine that a necessity ex-

-15 ists for the aid of a surgeon or chemist, such surgeon
16 or chemist shall be entitled to such compensation for
17 services rendered, as shall be certified by the coroner to

, and approved and allowed as
General, or any of the Justices
ial Court, or Court of Common
not to exceed the rate of five
the fees hereinbefore provided,

18 be just and reasonable
19 such, by the Attorney
20 of the Supreme Judic
21 Pleas, such allowance
22 dollars a day ; —and
23 shall be certified and paid, in the same manner as

24 other expenses of an inquisition are now paid, ac-

-25 cording to the provisions of the eleventh section of
26 the one hundred and fortieth chapter of the Revised
27 Statutes provided, however, that in case an mqui-

-28 sition is taken upon more dead bodies than one, at the

29 same time, no additional compensation shall be al-
-30 lowed for the services therein rendered.
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