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House of Representatives, March 2, 1850.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Me-
morial of Benjamin Peirce and others, in behalf of theAmeri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, for aid in making Obser-
vations in Meteorology, have attended to the subject, and ask
leave to

That, in their judgment, the importance of the study of
meteorology to the progress of useful knowledge has not been
over-stated by the memorialists. There are many ways in
which a knowledge of atmospheric phenomena will prove val-
uable to the interests of the farmer, the sailor, the merchant,
the manufacturer, and, indeed, of all classes of men; while its
influence upon the health and comfort of every member of the
community renders it a universal interest, intelligible to all and
appreciable by all. It is unnecessary to do more than refer
to these facts, connecting accurate and scientific knowledge in
meteorology directly with material interests. The truth must
be immediately acknowledged. And it is also true, that there
is no single department of knowledge which, when carefully
pursued, does not lead to an acquaintance with other associated
departments, and to the most unexpected and important results.
Instances of this are too frequent and familiar to require men-
tion, and there can be little doubt that an acquaintance with
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the true laws of atmospheric phenomena would lead, both
directly and indirectly, to the promotion of the prosperity and
comfort of the entire community in many ways which are not
now foreseen, as well as in those where its beneficial influence
can be predicted. Among those subjects of investigation which
may bo mentioned as especially interesting, are the laws of
storms, bearing so directly upon all the relations of commerce,
the rules which regulate the relative quantity of moisture and
dryness, in which the farmer is most deeply concerned; the
changes in the gravity and the temperature of the atmosphere,
in which every body has a direct interest. The universal and
constant influence of the atmosphere upon the life, health, and
comfort, of every individual, is the cause and the explanation
of the unceasing interest expressed in its changes. It cannot
be otherwise; and the investigation of the laws, according to
which those changes are produced, will never fail to be inter-
esting to the whole public.

It has been prosecuted by great numbers of individuals, in a
disconnected and sometimes desultory manner, and with such
uncertain results as to have given little satisfaction either to
inquirers or the community. Of late years, however, a more
systematic plan of simultaneous observation at many different
stations has been adopted, which has led at once to important
conclusions, and has proved the necessity of continuing and
extending the plan, in order to obtain all the benefits which
can be derived from this kind of knowledge. Accordingly, the
Smithsonian Institute has recommended its adoption wherever
practicable; and the State of New York has, in compliance
with that recommendation, furnished some twenty or more
stations with suitable instruments, and placed them in the care
of competent observers. The entire set of observations is to

be compared, and the results obtained will be communicated to
the world; and the memorialists pray that Massachusetts may
contribute to the progress of knowledge, by establishing and
supplying with instruments, ten or twelve similar stations, in
which should be included the three Normal schools and the
three Colleges, at an expense not exceeding one hundred dollars
for each station. The observations will be made by pupils, or

volunteer observers, without charge.
The importance of the cooperation of this Commonwealth in
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the enterprise, may be estimated by the fact stated to the com-
mittee, that, unless such cooperation can be obtained, the gov-
ernment of Great Britain will probably discontinue the stations
it has heretofore established in Canada for this purpose. The
value of the whole depends upon the extent to which simulta-
neous observations can be carried. Not doubting the import-
ance of this plan of investigating the laws of nature and of
Providence in this department, and persuaded that Massachu-
setts is always ready to perform her part in “ increasing and
diffusing knowledge among men,” the committee recommend
the passage of the following Resolve.

For the committee,

SAM’L A. ELIOT.
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RESOLVE

Relating to Meteorological Observations.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be authorized and
requested to fix upon suitable stations, not exceeding twelve in
number, in which shall be included the three Normal schools
and the three Colleges in this Commonwealth, where shall be
deposited the instruments necessary for making systematic
observations in meteorology, according to the plan recommended
by the Smithsonian Institute, at an expense not exceeding one
hundred dollars for each station, to be defrayed from the school
fund, and that he be authorized to draw his warrant therefor
accordingly.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.


