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RESOLVES
Concerning Slavery.

Whereas, The people of Massachusetts, acting under a solemnsense of duty, have deliberately and repeatedly avowed their
purpose to resist the extension of slavery into the nationalterritories, or the admission of new slave states into theUnion, and, for these ends, to apply, in every practicable
mode, the principles of the ordinance of 1757; also, to seekthe abolition of slavery, and the slave trade, in the’Districtof Columbia, and the withdrawal of the power and the influ-
ence of the general government from the support of slavery,so far as the same may be constitutionally done; and whereas
the important questions, now before the country, make it
desirable that these convictions should be reaffirmed, there-
fore,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.

Resolved , That the people of Massachusetts regret the exist-ence of such questions as are now agitating the public mind.
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threatening the Union, impeding appropriate legislation, and
alienating those who should live under one constitution and
union as brethren ; that they feel no share in the responsibility
of raising those questions, against which, when foreseen, they
have uniformly lifted up their voice of warning and protest:
that, since they must assume their share of responsibility in
deciding questions which they have earnestly sought to avoid,
they can discharge their duty in no other way than by a re-
newed expression of their determination to adhere to the views
and sentiments repeatedly and deliberately affirmed by them,
and, in their furtherance, to use every constitutional means
with untiring assiduity.

Resolved , That did the questions in controversy merely con-
cern sectional interests, or abstractions, propositions of conces-
sion and arrangement might be properly and generously enter-
tained ; but since they are questions, appealing to our deepest
sense of justice, involving a contest between right and wrong,
between freedom and slavery,—a contest wrongfully provoked
by the latter,—Massachusetts can never become a willing party
to any proposition or form of compromise.

Resolved. That the people of Massachusetts claim for the
territories of the United States, and the people now inhabiting,
and hereafter to inhabit them, the protection of the principles
of the ordinance of 1787, and that the said ordinance be applied
to the said territories, with all possible sanctions and solemni-
ties of promulgation and taw; and, borrowing the language of
a former Legislature, (Resolves of 1845.) “ That no territory,
hereafter applying to be admitted to the Union, as a State,

should be admitted without a condition, that domestic slavery
should be utterly extinguished within its borders, and Massa-
chusetts denies the validity of any compromise whatsoever,
that may have been, or that hereafter may be, entered into by
persons in the government of the Union, intended to preclude
the future application of such a condition by the people acting
through their representatives in the Congress of the United
States.”

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts cherish the
Union with unabated attachment; that they will support the



1850.] 3HOUSE—No. 87.

Constitution: that, appreciating all the inestimable benefi
t, they believe it preferable for all parties andflowing from

ference to any existing evils, to wait and work;ections, with
patiently under and through the Constitution than to destroy

and they have no doubt that they hold these sentiments in
whelming majorities of the people of thesecommon wit

nt, in any event, they will follow their princi-United Stat
ples, deterred bv no threats of disunion, or any fear that a

course of truth and righteousness can have any other ultimate
to strengthen and consolidate a nation againtendency than

all who seek to overthrow it.he attacks of




