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House of Representatives, March 18, 1850.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom
was referred the petition of the Boston Wharf Company, for
authority to complete their wharf, and the remonstrance of
Prentiss Hobbs and others, against the prayer of said peti-
tion, have considered the same, and

The Boston Wharf Company was originally incorporated in
1836. Additional acts were passed in 1837 and in 1838.
Under these acts the company commenced and prosecuted their
operations until the legislative session of 1845, when they ob-
tained a further grant authorizing the extension of their wharf,
with a proviso, introduced as an amendment, that they should
not pass any creek or channel.

The proceedings of the company, under authority of this
last act, were arrested, in December, 1845, by an indictment in
the Municipal Court, and, in January, 1846, by an injunction
granted by the Supreme Judicial Court. This indictment and
injunction were founded on the fact of the company’s having
attempted to cross a creek or channel, in contravention, as was
assumed, of a provision of the act of 1845.

That, at the time of finding the indictment and of applying
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for the injunction, there was a depression or gully in the flats,
and that the company were proceeding to pass over it, and
continue the construction of their wharf beyond it, to the ex-
treme limit of the grant of 1845, is admitted. But it is incon-
testably proved, that this was not a creek or channel valuable
for any purposes of navigation, but merely a gully, or passage
into Fore Point Channel, cut by the tide waters, after they
were prevented, by the company’s wharf, from flowing into
said channel, as they formerly had done, over the whole length
of the flats.

The company have been subjected to heavy legal costs in
answering to the Municipal Court and to the Supreme Judicial
Court. The completion of their work has been prevented, and,
from year to year, they have presented themselves as petition-
ers to the General Court, appearing before committees, by coun-
sel, at a very considerable expense of time and money.

Notwithstanding the heretofore strenuous opposition of re-
monstrants, every committee, which has investigated the subject,
after patiently hearing the parties, by themselves, and their
counsel, and viewing the premises, have reported favorably to
the prayer of the petitioners.

The vehemence of the opposition has abated. It is believed
that the opponents are wearied by repeated calls upon them to
sustain the position first assumed ; and also, that many, who,
originally, were active in their efforts to defeat the prayer of the
petitioners, have become convinced, that the granting it will
not affect their interests so injuriously as they feared, if, indeed,
it will injuriously affect them at all. Convinced that the time
has arrived when the Legislature is called upon to settle this
question, and thus relieve future legislatures from attending to

it, and the petitioners and remonstrants from further labor and
expense in regard to it, your committee have unanimously
directed the accompanying bill to be reported. It will be seen

that it confirms, in part, the act of 1845, and authorizes the

company to construct their wharf to a point in the commission-
er’s line, on the easterly side of Fore Point Channel, twelve

hundred and fifty feet distant from a certain angle. This is

one hundred and fifty feet short of the point to which they

would have been permitted to go, under the act of 1845, had

not the depression or gully, above referred to, intervened.
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The extent of this grant, should it be made, will fall short of
any line that has been proposed as the limit beyond which, in
a northerly direction, no construction should be authorized on
the flats adjacent to this wharf, by any board of commission-
ers, except that appointed under the resolve of 1848. This
last board of commissioners, whose report has been laid before
this Legislature, recommends, as their first choice, a line about
one hundred and fifty feet within the point, to which it is now
proposed to authorize this company to extend their wharf.
They also recommend that, if this wharf be extended beyond
its present limit, the commissioner’s line for this part of the
harbor of Boston shall commence on the easterly side of said
wharf, and pursue a designated course.

Your committee are persuaded that, by the passage of this
act, no public interests will be prejudiced, and no private rights
will be infringed, while a large and valuable property will be
extricated from circumstances of great embarrassment, and
rendered available for public accommodation and individual
benefit.

GEO. H. KUHN, for the Committee.
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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

,
as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Boston Wharf Company are hereby
2 authorized to extend and maintain their wharf, in
3 that part of Boston commonly called South Boston,
4 in the direction in which it now runs, as follows, to
5 wit:—On the westerly side thereof, by the line estab-
-6 lished by an act, entitled “An Act concerning the
7 Harbor of Boston,” passed on the seventeenth day of
8 March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
9 forty, running from the southerly angle of the above

10 mentioned line to a point in said line, twelve hun-
-11 dred and fifty feet, instead of fourteen hundred feet,
12 as is provided in the act to which this is in addition ;

13 northerly from said angle, and thence easterly to the
14 easterly line of their wharf continued, the provision
15 in said last mentioned act relating to a creek or

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.

AN ACT
In addition to “ An Act to authorize the Boston Wharf

Company to extend their Wharf.”
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16 channel to the contrary notwithstanding; and said
17 last mentioned act, except as herein modified, is here-
-18 by confirmed : provided, that this grant shall not be
19 construed to extend to any land or flats of this Com-
-20 monwealth lying in front of lands or flats other than
21 those belonging to said company, or which would be
22 comprehended by the true lines of such other lands
23 or flats, extended northerly, as far as the point to
24 which said company are hereby authorized to con-
-25 struct their wharf: and provided, also, that this grant
26 shall not impair the legal rights of any person.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall not take effect, unless it
2 shall be accepted by said company, within sixty days

from the date of its passage.




