
HOUSE... No. 103.

House of Representatives, March 20, 1850.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Peti-
tion of Homer Foot, and a large number of others, inhabitants
of Springfield and the vicinity, for the establishment of a
Medical School in that town, and the Petition of Samuel
Gregg, and many others, in various parts of the Common-
wealth, praying that such school, if chartered, should be re-
quired to maintain a Professorship of Homoeopathy, have
attended to the subject, have heard all parties interested, and
now ask leave to

That, in their judgment, there are many circumstances which
are connected with the numbers, the business, and the prospects
of the town of Springfield, that indicate its peculiar fitness for
the establishment of an institution of the character desired by
the first petitioners, and that, probably, all would agree in this
opinion, but for the fact that a Medical School already exists in
the western part of the State, which is supposed to be sufficient
for all the purposes of that kind of instruction, in that portion
of the Commonwealth, while the multiplication of such institu-
tions is thought to have a tendency to lower the standard of
medical education.

On the first point the committee do not feel it necessary for
them to decide. Whether the excellent school at Pittsfield is, or
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is not, sufficient to meet the reasonable wants and wishes of
that part of the country, may safely be left to the decision of
the inhabitants themselves; unless the tendency to an inferior
character should be so strong, from the mere increase of schools,
as to deter the Legislature from granting any facilities for the
multiplication of them. It is quite obvious that the character
of the rivalry between different institutions, Avhether it shall be
a competition in the excellence or the cheapness of instruction,
depends upon the character of those who sustain the school,
and give the education; and though the committee have reason
to believe that in some instances competition has produced de-
generacy, yet the cases are too numerous in which the reverse
has occurred, to leave any great doubt on their minds as to the
general benefit to be derived from competition in this, as well
as in all other departments of human progress. The character
of the gentlemen who would, doubtless, have charge of the in-
stitution prajmd for, if established, is all that could be desired
to insure that generous rivalry which is certain to result in good
to the public; and while they are willing to take the pecuniary
risks of the school, and ask no financial aid of the Legislature,
the committee are of opinion that the best interests of the com-
munity will be advanced, without injustice to any party, by the
grant of a charter, and accordingly report the accompanying
Bill.

They have not thought it advisable to require the establish-
ment of a Professorship of Homoeopathy in the school, inas-
much as they are aware that irreconcilable differences exist in
the theories and practice of the two branches of the medical
profession; and the superiority of one over the other can be
made more manifest by separate institutions, than by the wran-
gling discussions which would probably take place in one where
opposing systems were unnaturally forced together. They rec-
ommend, therefore, that the petitioners for a Professorship of
Homoeopathy, have leave to withdraw their petition.

For the Committee,
SAMUEL A. ELIOT.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Springfield Medical School.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. William B. Calhoun, Reuben A. Chap-
-2 man, James M. Smith, Clifford C. Chaffee, their asso-
-3 ciates and successors, are hereby made a corporation,
4 by the name of the Springfield Medical School, to
5 be established in the town of Springfield, in the
6 county of Hampden; with all the powers and priv-
-7 ileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and
8 liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the
9 Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real and
2 personal estate to the amount of one hundred thou-
-3 sand dollars, to be devoted exclusively to the pur-
-4 poses of medical education.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.




