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The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of West Brookfield,
respectfully represents

That as the senators from this State, in the U. S. Senate, are
chosen by the General Court, and not directly by the people, it
is obviously proper, and may sometimes be a duty, in cases of
great emergency, for the General Court to advise such Senators
as to the course deemed best to be pursued by them in their
official capacity, thus increasing the weight and influence of
their voice and vote, and directly upholding their hands, in a
given course of procedure—

That, in the opinion of your memorialists, such an emergency
now exists, and therefore such advice is called for, in order that
the sentiments of the people of this Commonwealth, in regard
to prohibiting, by an express enactment, the extension of slavery
to the new territories, may be clearly understood and faithfully
maintained—

That as the Hon. Daniel Webster confesses, in his speech in
the U. S. Senate, that “no one needs instruction and advice
more than himself,” it is peculiarly incumbent on the General
Court to give such instruction or advice in his particular case—-
especially as, in the speech referred to, he virtually denies the
right of those electing him to the U. S. Senate to express any
opinion, at any time as to the manner in which he shall dis-
charge the duties of his office.

MEMORIAL.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts :



[April,2 HON. DANIEL WEBSTER.

That inasmuch as Mr. Webster has signified his determina-
tion not to vote for the. application of the Ordinance of’B7 to
the territories of California and New Mexico, on the specious
but dangerous pretence that it would be a superfluous act, be-
cause, in his opinion, slavery is for ever excluded from those
territories “by the will of God and the law of nature,”—

an opinion notoriously at variance with that entertained by the
great body of Southern slaveholders, and also with historical
facts in regard to the exercise of despotic power, which is not
absolutely dependant on either soil or climate,—and inasmuch
as the people of Massachusetts believe it to be equally expedient
and necessary that slavery should be expressly prohibited in
the territories aforesaid, by act of Congress,—it therefore be-
comes the duty of the General Court to express its surprise and
regret at this avowal of Mr Webster, and to admonish him that
he can carry out his purpose only by trampling beneath his feet
the feelings, wishes and votes of the people of Massachusetts.

That Mr Webster is deserving the censure of the General
Court, in unequivocal and earnest language, for having made
the extraordinary declaration, that he shall cordially sustain,
“with all its provisions, to its full extent,” the bill introduced
into the U. S. Senate, by Mr. Mason, of Virginia, whereby the
liberty of persons arrested as fugitive slaves is made dependant,
not on a trial by jury, but on the decision of “ any judge, com-
missioner, clerk, marshal, postmaster, or collector, as the case
may be, either by oral testimony or affidavit taken before and
certified by any person authorized to administer an oath under
the laws of the United States, or of any State.”

That the endorsement made by Mr. Webster, of the accusa-
tion of the South against the North, of being untrue to that por-
tion of the U. S. Constitution pertaining to the return of fugitive
slaves, is not warranted by any legislative or judicial action on
record up to the present hour; though, in the opinion of at
least a portion of your memorialists, if the fact were otherwise,
it would not be a matter to be deplored, but rather a proof that
the claims of humanity are felt to be stronger than the obliga-
tions of an immoral contract.
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