
HOUSE...No. 167.

House of Representatives, February 13th, ISSO.

The Joint Standing Committee on Public Lands, to whom was
referred the petition of Cyrus S. Clark, for an equitable ad-
justment of certain claims of the Commonwealth against
him, submit the following

That, in the autumn of 1847, the petitioner purchased, of the
states of Maine and Massachusetts, a township of land in
Maine, being No. 7, in the 11th range, west of the east line of
the State.

The price agreed upon, was $1 37 per acre, which was con-
sidered a fair price for a well timbered township; the petitioner
made the usual cash payment towards said purchase, amount-
ing to $6,248 02, and gave his four notes of hand, each for the
sum of $3,124 01, to Massachusetts, and four notes for like
amount to Maine, and received a conditional deed of the land.

Since said purchase, the petitioner has taken considerable of
timber from the land, and the minute explorations consequent
upon actual lumbering operations, have induced him to aban-
don his operations upon this land, for the want of available
timber. Of these facts the committee are well satisfied, and
have no doubt that an erroneous estimate was formed, at the
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time of the sale, of the quantity of timber upon said land,
both by the petitioner and the land agents of Maine and Mas-
sachusetts.

The petitioner now asks, that, in consequence of this mis-
take, his notes given for this land may be cancelled, upon his
paying a fair price for the stumpage of the lumber cut since
his purchase, and forfeiting the cash payment he made at the
time of the purchase, the Commonwealth retaining the land.

The Legislature of Maine, at its last session, upon a similar
petition, passed a resolve to relieve said petitioner upon the
above conditions; and your committee are of opinion that the
prayer of said petitioner should be granted, and report the
accompanying Resolve.

For the committee,

GEO. 0. BRASTOW-
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RESOLVE
For the Equitable Settlement of certain Claims against Cyrus

S. Clark.

Resolved, That Cyrus S. Clark is hereby released from his
personal liability to pay the balance due on four certain notes
of hand, bearing date, September fourteenth, eighteen hundred
and forty-seven, given to the treasurer of this Commonwealth,
each for the sum of three thousand one hundred and twenty-
four dollars and one cent, and due in one, two, three, and four
years from the date thereof, which said notes were given for
part of the purchase-money of township number seven, in the
eleventh range of townships west of the east line of the State of
Maine, upon condition that the said Clark shall reconvey the
land so purchased to the Commonwealth, and shall also pay to
the Commonwealth a sum which shall be equal to three dollars
per thousand feet, board measure, for the stumpage for all the
lumber cut on said land since the purchase thereof, by said
Clark; and said Clark shall be allowed towards that sum, any
and all sums of money he may have paid on account of stump-
age cut thereon ; but the advance money paid, on account of
the purchase of said land, is not to be allowed him.

And the treasurer of this Commonwealth, on the delivery of
the release aforesaid, and the payment for the stumpage, as
before named, shall cancel said notes, and retain them on file
in his office for the purpose of upholding the title of the Com-
monwealth to said land.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.




