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House of Representatives. Jan. 31, 1840.

Ordered, That the Report of the Surveyor, in relation
to the progress of the State Map, be referred to the
Committee on Education, with instructions to cause the
same to be printed.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Coimnontijcaltl) of CHassacJjuetttai.
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Boston, Bth of Jan. 1840.

In answer to your Excellency’s note of this day, re-
questing “ information respecting the delineation of the
Map of the State,—its progress, and the time when (if
no unexpected cause of delay occurs) it will be complet-
ed ?” I have to state that the first section of the map,
viz. the map of that portion of the Commonwealth which
lies to the west of the Connecticut river, has nearly all
been reduced from the scale which it has been necessary
to make a first draught upon, to the scale of the map
for publication and the same delineated. There is, how-
ever, a small portion of the first draught of the first sec-
tion incomplete. This draught has been allowed to re-
main in this condition on account of the inaccurate sur-

veys of Sandisfield. I think early in May last, I wrote
to the Selectmen of Sandisfield concerning a resurvey of
that town. A new map of the town was received a few
days ago. I have since reduced it to the scale ol the
first draught, and find the map an improvement upon
the original, which had been sent the Secretary ot the
State, but, nevertheless, a considerable number of the
roads in the town are not delineated at all upon the new
map, nor do I think there have ever been any surveys of
the unddineated roads made for the purposes of making

this town map. Had the roads been all carefully meas-

ured, and those measurements used in delineating the

map of the town, it would have been difficult to produce
a map so erroneous. I know not what to do with this
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map of Sandisfield ; a portion of the roads which have
been delineated are very far from accurate ; and should
the remaining be surveyed, doubtless the whole work
might easily be materially corrected thereby. For the
present, I will leave this part of the map a blank, or
until I can obtain the opinion of your Excellency or the
Committee, who may be charged with an examination
of this subject ; being unwilling without directions, to
leave this portion of the map in such an incomplete state
as it must necessarily be, were the present erroneous
materials which we now possess, to be used without fur-
ther correction.

The first draught of the second division may be said
to be completed ; two towns only remain to be correct-
ed, by being redrawn with the aid of that very useful,
and I might say almost indispensible instrument for these
operations, the Camera Lncida. This labor, which I al-
ways perform with my own hands, I am now engaged
upon. This division includes the town of Uxbridge,
upon the Rhode Island line, and thence extends across
the State in as direct a manner as can well be selected
without deviating from the boundary lines of towns to
New Hampshire line, including the town of Peppered.

The materials of the third section are all collected and
the first draught of the section is in a good state of pre-
paration. I would, however, mention that I think I may
have occasion to visit Lowell, for the purpose of meas-
uring a few angles from the steeple of a meeting-house
in that city, it will probably occupy two fair days.

Many of the calculations for the remaining sections
have been made, and it is thought there will be less dif-
ficulty in compiling the maps of this section than there
has been in the previous sections, as the detail survey-
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ing appears to have been better done the farther our
work advances eastward. I know not, however, how
much of this work will prove good upon trial. Proba-
bly it may not be amiss to state in this place, that I have
found it absolutely necessary for the purpose of produc-
ing satisfactory results, to reduce a much greater portion
of the secondary work to strict mathematical calculation
than I had contemplated. This extra work of calcula-
tion has fully occupied the time of one assistant.

With respect to the completion of the map, I think
that the work of making the skeleton map, that is, a map
without topography, (and your Excellency is aware that
the materials which we possess, are sufficient only to
delineate a small portion of the topography of the State)
may be finished by the first of October next. To com-
plete the whole work in the manner that the present ad-
vanced state of science and civilization would seem to de-
mand, would probably occupy some time longer, probably
until the meeting of the next Legislature. In a suc-

ceeding communication, which I contemplate making in
a few days, I will endeavor to describe and explain the
additional tabor of completing the scientific part of the
work in an unexceptionable manner, hoping that this
communication may be sufficiently particular in its de-
tails to answer your Excellency’s present purpose.
Should your Excellency wish for additional information,
I will endeavor to furnish it without delay.

With much respect your Excellency’s

Humble serv’t.
SIMEON BORDEN

To His Excellency Edward Everett,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts'






