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House of Representatives, Jan. 20, 1840.
Ordered, That Messrs. Leach, of Boston,

Durfee, of Fall River
Nelson, of Plymouth,

be a Committee to consider and report what measures
are necessary to be adopted for the preservation of the
first four volumes of the Colony Records, now deposited
in the Library of the General Court.

House of Representatives, Feb. 5, 1840.
The Committee appointed in compliance with an order

passed January 20lh, “to consider and report what
measures were necessary to be adopted for the pre-
servation of the early volumes of the colonial re-
cords,”ask leave to submit the following

The committee are gratified to find that the attention
of the last legislature was directed to these volumes in
a report on the papers in the public archives, submitted
March 11, 1839, in which they recommend that the ear-
liest volumes of the General Court Records, w'hich are
fast going to decay, be immediately copied ; and they
are happy to be able to state, that the second volume in
accordance with the above recommendation, was accu-
rately transcribed, and is entrusted to the care of the
Secretary of this Commomvealth.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

CtommonVuealtt) of jfHssgacljUfiirttis.
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On examination however, of the first and succeeding
volumes, your committee report them to be in as bad a
condition, as the one transcribed. Their leaves are
many of them so mutilated, by frequent examinations,
as to be scarcely legible ; and their great value, as
original documents, are daily diminishing, and the whole
in constantly increasing hazard of destruction.

The value of these original volumes, now limited to
the researches of the antiquarian, demands, as the best
and only sure means of preservation, that they be printed
and circulated, and made accessible to the entire people of
this Commonwealth.

But in the present embarassed condition of our public
finances, we do not expect that this expense can or will
be undertaken ; and your committee recommend on
this account, that no action be had by this legislature on
the subject. They deem it part of their duty, however,
to advert to the reasons, why it is for the best interest of
Massachusetts, that her legislature at a more propitious
period, should no longer defer entering on this important
and long neglected duty.

The actual condition of these records loudly demands,
that this process of wasting be arrested, and their con-
tents preserved by publication. They are daily becom-
ing worse from frequent and needful examinations, and
their general appearance forcibly proclaims that time
has been doing its appropriate work of decay.

Your Committee will also state that the transcript of
these volumes, now in the public library, is exceedingly
erroneous, as has been determined by scrutinizing com-
parison, and of course is not entitled to the confidence
of the historian of Massachusetts,—and they would ad-
vise an accurate copy be made, were they not satisfied,
that the publication would be more economical consid-
ered in point of public benefit and information. For a
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sum, a slight advance above what a single transcript
would cost, these volumes can be distributed throughout
the Commonwealth, whereas a copy would be shut up
in our public archives, destined to undergo the same
wasting process from which we are anxious to arrest
these manuscript volumes.

Although obliged to forego these advantages for the
present, still your Committee feel assured that the work
will be accomplished, if the citizens of Massachusetts
are not willing that a large portion of their most sacred
and valuable history shall irrecoverably perish. The
contents of these precious documents need but be stated
to be duly appreciated by the representatives assembled.

They contain the doings of the company of Massachu-
setts Bay, under their first charter, beginning with the
transactions in London, 1628, before the charter was
transferred to the colony,—and contain a minute record
of events from this period, down to the usurpation and
loss of their charter in 1686 ; and as such they give a
fyr more particular history of the early legislative pro-
ceedings of this Commonwealth, than can be derived
from any or all other sources. They embrace numer-
ous important facts in relation to our primitive towns
and churches, which are no where else to be found.
They furnish the particulars of the early wars of the col-
onists with the Pequods and the forces of Philip. They
are very full in their history of the troublous times ofRo-
ger Williams, Ann Hutchinson, and John Wheelwright,
and the consequent persecutions which shook this early
Commonwealth to its centre. No where else can we
find a faithful account of the efforts made by our fathers,
to retain their charter against the powerful influence of
Bishop Laud and his supporters,—or of the wise policy
of Massachusetts in relation to the measures of the ad-
ministration of Charles I., —the parliament and Charles
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11. against their liberties. Indeed we have exhibited
the gradual progress of popular rights in New England,
from their origin until arrested by the usurpation com-
menced under Dudley and continued under Andrass.

Your Committee do not hesitate to say that no manu-
script records in our entire Union supply so full and
rich materials for history during the same period, as
these original volumes. For under our first charter
more than subsequently, our government extended its
care over political, ecclesiastical and individual concerns.
And in these records of their doings we are carried back
to the very foundation of our political heritage.

It would be well for us, to learn to trace our present
condition, to its remote as well as proximate causes;
and endeavor to ascertain the obligations we are under
to those from whom we derive the principles and insti-
tutions which render political freedom a blessing. In
these unpublished, and fast wasting documents, you have
the memorial of their lofty spirit,—untiring fortitude
and inflexible virtues. Who they were,—what they
did,—what influence they had on their own age, or in
guiding the destiny that awaited their posterity, are
questions your Committee would have every citizen of
the Commonwealth able to answer, from his own exami-
nation of a published record of their doing:

For more than two centuries these records have been
exposed to fire, war, popular commotions and other
calamities, which have buried many valuable reposito-
ries of our public documents,—and have come down to
us, to be preserved according to their true purpose and
value,—or consigned over to the wasting elements that
have been so long besieging them with their destructive

Respectfully submittedpowers.
For the Committee

E. W. LEACH, Chairman


