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House of Representatives, Jan. 28th, 1840.

Ordered , That,
Messrs. Atkins, of Provincetown,

Willet, of Boston,
Basset, of Barnstable,
Pulsifer, of Salem,
Gifford, of Westport,

be a committee, to consider and report, whether any, and if
any, what measures should be taken by the Commonwealth, to
furnish Life Boats for certain dangerous parts of our coast, more
effectually to secure the lives of persons who may be wrecked
thereon.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 1840.

The special committee to whom was referred an order directing
them to consider and report whether any, and if any, what
measures should be taken by the Commonwealth, to furnish
Life Boats for certain dangerous parts of our coast, more ef-
fectually to secure the lives of persons who may be wrecked
thereon, have attended to the subject, and ask leave respect-
fully to

That life-boats were first introduced in England by Mr.
Henry Greatheed in the year 1790, under the following circum-
stances. In the year 1789, the ship Adventure, of Newcastle,
was stranded on the south side of Tymmouth Haven, in the

<£ommontoealt!j of jHassadjuaertts.
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midst of tremendous breakers. The crew climbed up into the
shrouds for safety, from whence they dropped into the sea, in
the presence of thousands of spectators, not one of whom dared
to venture out to their assistance, in the common description of
boats. The inhabitants of South Shields were so strongly
affected by this melancholy occurrence, that a public meeting
was called, at which a committee was formed and empowered
to offer premiums for plans of a boat on a principle which would
render it impossible to sink in the heaviest sea. Among many
which were laid before the committee, that of Mr. Greatheed
obtained the most general approbation, and in pursuance of
their orders, the first life-boat was constructed by him, and
launched on the 30th of January, 1790. The value of this
invention was soon fully proved, and its importance acknow-
ledged. In 1802, the British Parliament voted Mr. Greatheed
the sum of £1,200 Twelve years had then elapsed since the
invention, and it was ascertained, that at least three hundred
persons had been brought on shore from wrecks and ships in
distress, off Shields alone, by means of the life-boat.

The life-boat having been thus successfully used, and its
value appreciated, large sums of money was furnished by indi-
viduals in England, to bring them into general use.

This spirit of philanthropy very soon found its way across
the Atlantic, and the life-boat was found on the shores of
America, constructed, (as we believe,) upon the principles of
Mr. Greatheed’s invention, with some improvement.

Mr. Joseph Francis, of New York, claims to have been the
inventor of life-boats in 1816, and to have made some improve-
ment in 1837, for which in 1839, he obtained a patent.

Upon investigation, the committee find that others have, for
years, been in the practice of building boats, constructed upon
the principle of Mr. Greatheed’s invention. Messrs. Whitmore
& Holbrook, of this city, stated to the Committee, that they had,
for several years, built boats constructed upon this principle, of
having confined air in the bottom, by the use of copper cylin-
ders or boxes. The Committee were shown by those gentle-
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men, a life-boat that they have recently built for the Massa-
chusetts Humane Society, which we were satisfied would,
with some little alteration or improvement, fully answer the
purpose for which it is intended. The Humane Society was
formed in 1786, and incorporated in 1791, at which time, the
funds of the society amounted to about five thousand dollars ;

the society at that time commenced building humane houses
at several places along the shore about Cape Cod, and other
parts of the sea-coast within this Commonwealth, furnishing
them with fire-works, wood, &c., to protect the ship-wrecked
mariner from the rage of the storm, if fortunately he might
gain the shore, and many have been saved by means of those
houses.

As the funds of the society have increased, their acts of
benevolence have also increased. In the years of 1817 and
1820, the society gave five thousand seven hundred and
fifty dollars, to the Massachusetts General Hospital, and in
1830. five thousand dollars for the establishment of the Lying-
in-Hospital, and to each of those institutions, have granted an-
nually, three hundred dollars for free beds.

A few years since, they granted four hundred dollars to ---s
sist the gentlemen of Nantucket in building a number of hu-
mane houses on that island, and since, one hundred dollars to-
wards a life-boat, built there.

The president of the society, (Benjamin Rich, Esq.,) stated
that in addition to those several sums, the amount annually
paid out to individuals, who had risked their lives to save their
fellow-creatures, could not be estimated at less than one thou-
sand dollars.

They have now commenced building life-boats, but in con-
sequence of the insufficiency of their funds cannot furnish
one half the number that is needed, there can be no doubt, if
those boats had been in readiness, many valuable lives might
have been saved at Cape Cod, Gloucester, Nautasket beach,
and other places, during the severe gales of December last.

The boat that was shown to us by Messrs. Whitmore &. Hoi-
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brook, cost about four hundred dollars ; we think they can be
built for something less, and yet equally as good.

Your Committee are of the opinion that, while this Common-
wealth is annually paying out large sums of money for the
encouragement of the production of wheat, the growing of
silk, surveying, &c., a small sum given for the preserva-
tion of human life, will not be objected to by the Legislature ;

they therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying
resolve.

RESOLVE
For Furnishing Life-Boats.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treas-

ury of this Commonwealth, to the president and trustees of the
Massachusetts Humane Society, the sum of three thousand dol-
lars, for the purpose of furnishing Life-Boats to be stationed at

the most exposed parts of the sea-coast within this Common-
wealth.

JOHN ATKINS,

Per order.

<£ommontoealttj or jHasKacijusctts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.


