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House of Representatives. Jan. 31, 1840.

Ordered, That the following members, with such as the
Senate may join, be a committee to consider and report, at as
early a day as practicable, a bill for the suppression of intem-
perance, and the promotion of temperance, viz.

Messrs. Loring, of Hingham,
Dexter, of Boston,
Dodge, of Hamilton,
Pingree, of Topsfield,
Gourgas, of Concord,
Flagg, of Holden,
Stratton, of Northfield,
Platt, of Pittsfield,
Flower, of W. Springfield,
Fuller, of Newton,
Pratt, of Middleborough,
Mitchell, of Nantucket,

Sent up for concurrence.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Senate, Feb. 10, 1840.
Concurred, and Messrs. Parker,

Dwight,
S. Wood,
Lane,
Pratt,
Whitman, and
Wales

are joined on the part of this Board.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

Commontoealti) of
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The joint select committee, who were appointed by a joint
order, “ to consider and report, at as early a day as practicable,
a bill for the suppression of intemperance, and the promotion
of temperance,” and to whom have been referred sundry
other orders and papers, have attended to the duty assigned
them, and

That after a full consideration of the whole subject, they
have not been able to agree on a new bill, or any modification
of the existing laws ; and the Committee are of the opinion,
that it is not expedient to legislate on the subject at the present
time.

Which is respectfully submitted,

L. M. PARKER, Chairman.

order of the Committee,

REPORT:
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The subscribers, a minority of the Joint Committee, to
whom was referred the order to consider the question of pro-
viding by law for the suppression of intemperance, not concur-
ring in the opinions expressed in the report of the Committee,
but believing, that although the repeal of the law of 1838, has
indicated that the principle of total prohibition of the retail
trade in spirit cannot be sustained, yet that the previous laws
now revived by that repeal, are insufficient for the due regu-
lation of that trade, and otherwise objectionable, ask leave
respectfully to submit the following Resolution for the consid-
eration of the House. The minority have not presented a bill
in detail, because the difference of opinion that must exist
upon those details, would unnecessarily consume the time of
the House, if the general principles recommended by the reso-
lution, should not receive their approbation.

THOS. CORING,
FRANKLIN DEXTER,
ASA PINGREE,
SILAS FLAGG.

MINORITY REPORT.



4 SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE. [Feb. 1840

Resolved, That in the existing state of the community, it is
expedient to provide by law, that all persons who shall be suf-
ficiently certified to be suitable persons for that purpose, shall
be permitted to sell wine and spirits by retail, to be carried
away from the place of sale, first giving bonds with sufficient
surety, to observe all laws relating to the subject; But that no
person shall sell in less quantities than the same may be im-
ported by the laws of the United States, any wine or spirits to
be drunk in his or her shop or house, or any place connected
therewith, except innholders, giving like bonds, and by them
only to travellers and those persons having their home in the
inn.

CommontacaUi) of JHsssacijttseWs.

RESOLVE.


