
HOUSE... No. 53.

House of Representatives March 11, 1840.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Education,
to whom was referred an order of the 3d, instructing them to
inquire into the expediency of abolishing the Board of Edu-
cation, and the Normal Schools,—not concurring either in
the conclusions to which the majority of said committee
have come, nor in the course of reasoning which has led to
them, respectfully ask leave to submit a

As the undersigned were not allowed by the House the op-
portunity of examining the report of the majority,—except at
the clerk’s table, and amid the bustle of business, —they hope
to be excused for any mistake into which they may fall, re-
specting its contents. As the positions of the report seemed
to them erroneous, they were anxious, before attempting a re-
ply, to obtain a better knowledge of this document, than they
could be expected to possess, from only hearing it read.

The undersigned, presuming that every member of the House
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feels a lively interest in the cause of popular education, and in
the welfare of our common schools, cannot suppose that the
Representatives of the people are willing to arrest any meas-
urers which are designed for the intellectual elevation of the
whole community. This Legislature certainly will not pre-
vent the fair trial of any plan, recently devised by their prece-
cessors for the benefit of our common schools.

The majority of our committee do not specify a single
instance, so far as we can recollect, in which the Board of
Education have attempted to control, or in any way to inter-
fere with the rights of towns or school districts. They seem
to be in great fear of imaginary evils, but are not able to pro-
duce a single fact to justify their apprehensions. It is the al-
leged tendencies of the Board, to which they object. There is
a possibility, they think, of its doing wrong, of its usurping
powers which would endanger freedom of thought.

If every institution is to be abolished, which it is possible to
pervert to some evil purpose, we beg leave to ask, what one
would be left ? In all human affairs, the possibility to do
wrong, goes with thepporerw r er to do right. Take away the pow-
er of doing wrong, and the power of doing right will be de-
stroyed at the same time. Judging from what the Board have
hitherto done, we find it as difficult to foresee wherein they
are likely to interfere with the rights of towns, districts, or
any thing else, as the majority of the committee do, to tell
wherein they have already done it.

The Board of Education consists, as we believe, of upright
and intelligent men, who stand high in the esteem and confi-
dence of the community. It is well known, that they are of
different parties in politics, and that they also differ in senti-
ment on religious subjects. Entire unanimity exists among
them but upon one point, that of the welfare of the rising gen-
eration, through the improvement of our public schools. If
these men are worthy of confidence as individuals, much more
so are they, when taken collectively; for, when acting together
as a Board they are a mutual watch and check upon each oth-
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er’s sectarian or party preferences. This very organization of
the Board, is the surest defence that can be devised against
such dangerous tendencies, as seem to alarm a majority of our
committee. We think it will be quite time enough to suspect
a conspiracy against our political and religious rights, when the
suspected persons are bound together by some tie of a com-
mon interest. In such a body as the Board, there is more
danger that action will be paralyzed, than that it will encroach
upon the rights or welfare of the public.

What motive, we would ask, except the noble one of doing
good, can any man have to become a member of the Board of
Education ? They receive no compensation for their services,
nothing being paid them but their actual expenses, the amount
of which is but a few hundred dollars; and, owing to the la-
bor which is required by a new undertaking, and to the duties
imposed on them by the Legislature in regard to the fund for
the education of teachers, the members of the Board have, we
are informed, spent on an average not less than the third of a
year in its service. For this they receive no compensation but
the consciousness of doing good. Their Secretary receives a
salary; but we are informed that it has not been sufficient to
defray his travelling expenses, and other charges connected
with his office. What inducement can there be for occupying
such stations as these, except a desire to promote the best in-
terests of the rising generation ? And, nevertheless, a Board
of ten men thus constituted, with no power but that of giving
advice, with no emolument, but their daily bread while in ac-
tual service, is, in the estimation of some persons, a combina-
tion dangerous, not only to the liberties of the people, but to
the free action of their representatives ! As to the suggestion
in the majority's report that the Legislature will be always
ready to sanction whatever the Board may recommend, and
merely because they recommend it, we deem it disrespectful
to the intelligence and independence of this body.

The majority of the Committee say, that either the Board
has power, and then it is dangerous, or that it has no power,
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and then it is useless. This argument seems to be modeled
according to the reasoning of the Saracen Caliph, when he had
in hand a similar work of destruction ; not, it is true, the de-
struction of a Board of Education, and two or three Normal
Schools, but a kindred operation, the burning of the most
famous library of ancient times. “If these books contain
nothing but what is found in the Koran, they are useless, and
ought to be burnt. If they contain anything different from
the Koran, they are pernicious and ought to be burnt.” But
we would ask with all due soberness, whether the Board can-
not give their advice, whether they cannot submit their argu-
ments and their views to their fellow citizens, without any
aggression upon their rights, and still with great advantage ?

Take a single case. It is well known to every one who ever
went to a common public school, that a very large proportion
of the school-houses in this State have not been, in times past,
what they ought to be. In very many instances they have
been cold, cheerless, badly constructed and situated, and much
in need of repair, unfit either for study or health. Parents
have often kept their children at home, rather than send them
to such a place. During the first year of the Board, a report
on the subject of school-houses was prepared and published
by their secretary. That report has probably caused the re-
building or remodelling of hundreds of school-houses in the
State. It has been widely circulated in this country, reprinted
in England, and commended in the English journals. Now in
respect to this subject of school-houses, the Board have exer-
cised no control. Every district has followed its own inclina-
tion in building its new house, or repairing its old one. This
is one instance of their effecting much good, without exerting
any control, or attempting any interference. Similar remarks
might be offered in respect to the salutary influence which one
of these reports has had upon the art of reading, in our com-
mon schools. Its suggestions did much to correct the habit of
unintelligent reading, the habit of naming words without hav-
ing ideas connected with them, which was a few years since a
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very common fault. This was done without any assumption
of authority; and so may much more be done, in relation to
all the great subjects of education.

It is somewhere suggested in the report of the majority, that
certain voluntary associations of teachers, which existed before
the formation of the Board, would be more efficient than the
Board, in collecting and diffusing information on the subject of
common school instruction. This opinion we think is erron-
eous. At the time the Board was established, there were, as
we believe, but three such associations in the State, and they
having but few members. Two of the associations imme-
diately sought the co-operation of the Board, and have acted
with it on equal terms ; and we deem the insinuation unjust
to all the parties, that these institutions have been subjected
to foreign control.

As the majority approve of these voluntary associations, it
may be well to inquire, what effect has been produced, so far
as they are concerned, by the establishment of the Board.
County associations for the improvement of common schools,
have, since that time, been formed in every county of the
State, except one. More than fifty county conventions have
been held, many of them being fully attended by school com-
mittee men, teachers, and others interested in the great cause
of common school education. More common school conven-
tions have been held in any one year, since the establishment
of the Board, than for twenty years before. It is hardly ne-
cessary to say, that there was no coercion in producing these
movements, that the Board exercised no control. At one of
these conventions, held in Worcester, in 1838, a committee was
appointed to have lectures delivered in every town in the coun-
ty. Similar measures have been adopted to some extent in
other counties. The efficiency, therefore, of the very mode,
approved by the majority, has been increased by the action of
the Board, and this not by control, but by advice.

The American Institute of Instruction, which stands far
above all other associations, formed for the aid of popular edu-
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cation, at their annual meeting in 1837, passed the following
Resolve.

“ Resolved, That the American Institute of Instruction, con-
gratulate the friends of education in our country, upon the es-
tablishment of the Board of Education in this Commonwealth,
whose co-operation in the cause in which this Institution is
engaged, is a strong guaranty of its ultimate success and tri-
umph.”

The Institute has, every year, requested that arrangements
might be made for the holding of a county convention, at the
same time and place of their annual meeting ; and it is known
to every person, who is at all conversant with what has been
done within a few years, relative to popular education, that the
Secretary of the Board is expected to address these annual con-
ventions. The American Institute and all other similar associ-
ations, as far as we are informed, have ever exhibited towards
the Board and its measures, the spirit manifested in the resolve
just quoted.

The allegation that the Board are attempting to fasten upon
our schools the compulsory system of Prussia or France, is an
extraordinary one. They say, if our recollection be correct,
that evidence of this is to be found in the reports of the Board.
Having read these reports as they were published, from time
to time, we will confidently say, we do not believe that the
majority of our committee, or any one else, can point out a sin-
gle word which would show that the Board possesses or desires
any authoritative control over our school system. So far is
this charge from being true, that the reports expressly disclaim
all interference. In the last two reports of the Secretary, he
points out the difference between the Prussian system, which
is arbitrary, and the Massachusetts, which is voluntary, much
to the advantage of the latter. We need only refer to the 28th
page of his second report, and the 36th page of his third.
Though the undersigned wish to correct so great a mistake,
they do not wish to make the least intimation, that any im-
provement is to be rejected, merely because it originated in
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Prussia or any other foreign land. Such a narrow prejudice
would shut out a thousand blessings. Where did the noble
art of teaching the blind originate ? In France. The accom-
plished director of the institution for the blind, in this city,
visited England, France and Prussia, the better to qualify him-
self to take charge of it. W hence came the sister art of teach-
ing the deaf and dumb ? That also came from France. What
would be thought of a man who should propose to abolish
these, or any other reliefs to suffering humanity, because they
were not of American origin ?

In the Revolutionary war, our fathers had no hesitation in
borrowing their system of military tactics from Prussia; but
to take any instruction from the same quarter, when searching
for the best modes of advancing public education, some persons
seem to think, is fraught with danger. The State of Ohio a
few years since, with an enlightened liberality, commissioned
the Rev. Dr. Stowe to examine, while in Prussia, its school
system. On his return, he made a Report to the Legislature
of that State, which was afterwards republished by our own
Legislature. Let any one examine that Report, and he will
have no further fears on this subject.

An enlightened community would disdain the contracted
view that forbids men to look abroad for improvement. Have
not commissioners from Great Britain, France, and this same
Prussia, been sent out by their governments to examine our in-
stitutions, especially our prisons ? Would that the same espe-
cial honor could have been shown to our schools! The ma-
jority of our committee even quote one of these foreign com-
missioners, De Tocqueville, in support of their argument.

Though our system of free schools is properly called a vol-
untary system, yet there have always been laws to regulate
and uphold it. And we can just as easily have a Board of Ed-
ucation without the centralization of Prussia, as we can have
school laws without its despotism. The existing laws threaten
us with despotism, just as much as a Board of Education, with
no power but the power of giving advice, threatens us with
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centralization, monopoly, and mental tyranny. That it pos-
sesses any other power in regard to school-houses, taxes, teach-
ers, books, or modes of instruction, as some have incorrectly
supposed, we here explicitly deny. So careful has the Board
been, not to assume any questionable power, that, when the
school committees of more than seven-eighths of the people of
the State, requested them to recommend, not prescribe, what
school books were best fitted for general use,—the Board de-
clined to act, even so far as to recommend.

Another objection is, that the Board abruptly sends out new
regulations respecting school returns, and gives school commit-
tees needless trouble. That the House may know the extent
of this offence we have annexed to this report two copies of
said blank returns, one for the year 1837, which was the form
prescribed by law, and in existence before the Board was es-
tablished, and the other for 1839, as directed by the Board,
after the Legislature had authorized them to do so.* When
any one sees the slight difference between them, he will be
able to appreciate the weight of this objection ; and even a part
of this slight difference was caused by intermediate legislation.

It is also said that the blanks sent out by the Secretary of
the Board are so unintelligible, that he is obliged to send along
with them an explanatory commentary. Of this charge, it is
only necessary to say, that similar explanations, by notes a line
or two long, were formerly made by the Secretary of State, while
it was his duty to superintend the blanks, years before a Board
of Education was thought of.

As it respects the school register, your Committee were in-
formed, a few days since, by the Secretary of the Board, that
before the first form of register was sent out, many persons
were consulted, especially teachers, as to what would be the
best form. Manuscript copies were sent for the same purpose,
into all parts of the State. He informed the Committee, that,
the next year, there were as many school committees who
desired to have it include more items, as there were who

* See Appendix A.
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thought it too minute. To meet the wishes of the latter class,
it was immediately altered, and since that time no complaint
has been heard. This is the amount of troublesome interfer-
ence, so far as the register is concerned ; and this statement
was made by the Secretary, when, we believe, all our commit-
tee, with one exception, were present.

The majority, when speaking of school libraries, maintain,
as well as we can recollect, that books on politics, morals, or
religion, can be of no value, unless they are to some extent of
a partizan or sectarian character, and consequently, that the
books, which have lately been introduced to th«_ notice of the
public, at the expense of much care and labor on the part of
the Board, are either worthless, or, on the other hand, not free
from such peculiarities as the Board pretend to avoid. But let
us test the accuracy of this reasoning by applying it to one of
these books, by way of example, viz. Palev’s Natural Theol-
ogy. This is well known to be one of the soundest treatises
ever written, and yet it has been well said ot it, that no one
could tell whether its author were orthodox or heterodox,
churchman or dissenter. The same can be said of the several
authors who have made additions to it.

If this doctrine be true, what would become of our school
law ? The seventh section of that law, enacted in 1826, com-
mands all instructors of youth to teach them the principles of
piety, justice, and a sound regard to truth, love to their coun-
try, humanity, «fcc., and the twenty-third section forbids the
use of any book inculcating the tenets of any particular sect of
Christians. Here pjiety is to be taught, and nevertheless sec-
tarianism is forbidden—a thing which the majority seem to
consider morally impossible ! In this connexion, we will quote
a sentence or two from Professor Stowe :—!£ I pity the poor
bigot,” says he, “or the narrow souled unbeliever, who can
form no idea of religious principle, except as a ssetarian thing ;

who is himself so utterly unsusceptible of ennobling emotions,
(hat he cannot even conceive it possible that any man should
have a principle of virtue and piety superior to all external

2
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forms, and untrammeled by metaphysical systems. From the
aid of such men we have nothing to hope in the cause of
sound education; and their hostility we may as well encounter
in one form as another, provided we make sure of the ground
on which we stand, and hold up the right principles in the
right shape.”

On the subject of the Normal Schools, the undersigned feel
obliged to enter into some details. By the donation of an indi-
vidual, and a public grant to an equal amount, the sum of
twenty thousand dollars was placed at the disposal of the Board,
subject to only one condition, that it should be expended in
qualifying teachers for our common schools. By the very
terms, both of the private gift and the public grant, they were
to have entire control of it, as to the timeand manner in which
it should be expended, the number of schools, course of study,
&c. The report of the Board in 1839, informed the public of
the course proposed. Three schools at least were to be estab-
lished, for three years each, in different parts of the State. As
the money was not sufficient to provide for buildings, the Board
made known that they would establish them at suitable places,
as soon as they should receive the requisite assistance. Citi-
zens from the county of Plymouth, and from several towns in
other parts of the State, came forward with their offers. That
from Plymouth county was among the first. When the citi-
zens of that county inquired of the Board, on what terms they
would establish a school within its limits, they passed the fol-
lowing resolve :

“ Resolved, That this Board will establish a
school for the education of school teachers, at a point to be
hereafter selected, within the county of Plymouth, and provide
suitable teachers therefor, for a time not less than three years,
so soon as suitable buildings, fixtures and furniture, and the
means of carrying on the school, (exclusive ot the compensa-
tion of teachers,) shall be provided and placed under the control
of the Board.”

Proposals substantially alike being made by many towns in

different parts of the State, the Board selected Lexington and
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Barre as the most eligible places for the two other schools.
The citizens of Lexington procured a lease and placed at the
disposal of the Board a good academical building and boarding
house, for the term of three years, and raised by contribution
the sum of a thousand dollars, to be expended in library, appa-
ratus, &c., for the benefit of the school. The Board leased the
boarding house, for the accommodation of pupils. They en-
gaged Cyrus Pierce, Esq., then the teacher of a public school
in Nantucket, where he was receiving fourteen hundred dollars
a year, to become Principal of this school. Mr. Pierce left
Nantucket at a pecuniary loss, and removed with his family to
Lexington. The school has been open about eight months.
Two letters from distinguished teachers, annexed to this report,
will shew what we believe to be its true character.*

The town of Barre voted to offer the Board, for the term of
three years, a spacious apartment in its town hall; and indi-
viduals raised by subscription fourteen hundred dollars, to pay
the rent of a boarding house for three years, to purchase libra-
ry, apparatus, (fee. The boarding house has been let, for the
term of three years, for the accommodation of the school. The
Rev. Professor Newman of Bowdoin College, Maine, and for
several years acting president of that institution, was engaged
as Principal. He has disposed of his property in Maine, and
removed with his family to Barre. The school has been open
six months.

The friends of common school education in Plymouth coun-
ty, with a spirit worthy the descendants of the pilgrims, pro-
jected their plan on a still more liberal scale. Towns in their
corporate capacity, and private individuals, have together con-
tributed the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the erection of
buildings, and other necessary expenses. An act of incorpora-
tion was given them last winter, upon the faith of which they
have thus far proceeded. A committee of gentlemen residing
out of the county, had already agreed on a day for going thith-
er and selecting a site for the school, when the report of our
committee was made.

See Appendix, B.
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The majority of our committee propose in one short bill to
violate all these contracts,—to break their faith with the gener-
ous donor of ten thousand dollars, to turn out the boarding-
house keepers, to disperse the pupils and discharge the teachers
of the schools, and to annul a charter under which, at much
expense and labor, the sum of ten thousand dollars has been
raised.

For a period of two hundred years preceding the liberal do-
nation of Mr. Dwight, nothing was given by wealthy individ-
uals, so far as we can learn, for the general benefit of the com-
mon schools of our State. Hundreds of thousands of dollars
have been given to colleges. Academies have been liberally
endowed. But before this donation, the bounty of the rich had
never been expended for the benefit of the whole people; and
this first sum ever given to promote the great cause of common
education, it is now proposed to treat with contempt and cast
back into the face of the generous donor. Let this benefaction
be thus contemned, and far distant is the day when any one
else will expose himself to be treated in a similar way.

The Committee speak of our Normal Schools as possessing
no advantages for qualifying teachers, above what are possessed
by our Academies and High Schools. We cannot suppose that
they have formed this opinion from having visited them. The
two letters before referred to, contain the opinions of men who
speak that which they know. With their testimony before the
public, it is not necessary for us to enlarge on this subject.

Whatever objection any one might have had to the establish-
ment of the Board and the Normal Schools originally, yet since
they have been created and organized, it seems but right that
they should have a fair trial. Let the experiment be tried, and
not broken off as soon as begun. It has not yet had that
trial. A change in public sentiment cannot be effected at once.
Any new proposition, however valuable, may meet with oppo-
sition at first. If the Board and Normal Schools are abolished
now, they cannot be said to have failed. They will have fall-
en prematurely by the hand which should have sustained them.
Men who desire to see the whole people educated in the man-
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ner that the citizens of a free republic ought to be, that ration-
al and immortal beings ought to be, will not be satisfied until
measures, which they deem important to effect their favorite
object, have been fairly tested.

The undersigned would not have extended these remarks to
so great a length, were they not deeply impressed with the im-
portance of the subject to which they relate. We only ask of
the Legislature a dispassionate consideration of the subject be-
fore us. We only ask, that they will not disappoint the cher-
ished hopes of those who are laboring in the great and good
work of the intellectual and moral improvement of man.

JOHN A. SHAW.
THOS. A. GREENE.
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( A. )

(FORM FOR 1837.)

Inquiries to he answered in respect to each School District in the
Town of

Districts numbered, or names of the Schools.
Number of Scholars of all ages in each Common School. In the Sum-

mer—ln the Winter.
Average attendance in the several Schools. In the Summer—ln the

Winter.
The number of months each School is kept. In the Summer term—

In the Winter term.
Number of Teachers in each School in Summer. Males—Females.
Number of Teachers in each School in Winter. Males—Females.
Wages paid per month, including board. To Males—To Females.

Inquiries with respect to all the Schools in the Town of
What amount of money is raised by taxes for the support of Schools ?

What amount of the money raised by taxes is paid for teachers’ wages;
including the sums paid for the board of teachers, when paid
from the public money ?

What amount is raised by voluntary contribution, and applied to pro-
long common schools ; including the value of fuel and board, if
contributed ?

Are there any academies or private schools? If any, what number of
months is each kept ? And what is the average number of scho-
lars attending each ?

APPENDIX.
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What is the estimated amount paid for tuition in academies and private
schools kept in the town ?

What number of persons are there in the town between the ages offour
and sixteen years ?

What books are chiefly used for the purpose of instruction in spelling,
reading, arithmetic, grammar, geography, history, algebra, and
geometry ?

Are there any local funds for the support of common schools? If any,
what is their amount, and what their annual income ?

| School Committee

In addition to the answers to the questions above proposed, it is re-

quired in the 23d chapter of the Revised Statutes, that the School
Committee shall transmit the following Certificate to the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, on or before the first day of November, viz :

We, the School Committee of , do certify, from the best infor-
mation we have been able to obtain, that on the first day of May, in the
year , there were belonging to said town, the number of per-
sons between the ages of four and sixteen years; and we further certify,
that said town, at their last annual meeting, raised the sum of
dollars, to pay the wages ofInstructors solely, in the Common Schools
for the current year.

| School Committee.
ss.

On this day of personally appeared the above named School
Committee of the Town of , and made oath that the above
Certificate by them subscribed is true.

Justice of the Peace.Before me,

(FORM FOR 1839.)

Inquiries to he answered in respect to each Public School in the
Town of

Districts numbered, or names of the Schools.
Number of Scholars of all ages in each Common School. In the Sum-

mer—ln the Winter.
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Average attendance in the several Schools. In the Summer—ln the
Winter.

The number of months each School is kept. Summer Term—Winter
Term.

Number of Teachers in each School in Summer. Males—Females.
Number of Teachers in each School in Winter. Males—Females.
Wages per month, including value of board. Males—Females.
Value of board per month. Males—Females.
Amount of Wages per month, exclusive of value of board. Males—

Females.

Inquiries with respect to all the Public Schools in the Town of

What amount of money is raised by taxes for the support of schools,
including only teachers’ wages, board and fuel ?

Of what value are the board and fuel, (if any,) contributed for the pub-
lic schools in your town?

Are there any incorporated academies? If any, what number of months’
is each kept? And what is the average number of scholars at-
tending each ?

What is the estimated amount of money paid for tuition in incorpora-
ted academies kept in the town ?

Are there any unincorporated academies, private schools, or schools
kept to prolong common schools ? If so, what number of months
is each kept, what is the average number of scholars attending
each, and what is the amount of money paid for tuition therein?

What number of persons are there in the town between the ages of four
and sixteen years ?

What books are used in your schools? Spelling , Reading ,

Grammar , Geography , Arithmetic , All others,
Are there any local funds for the support of common schools ? If any,

what is their amount and what their annual income ?

School Committee.

We, the School Committee of , do certify, from the best infor-
mation we have been able to obtain, that on the first day of May, in
the year , there were belonging to said town the number of ■

persons, between the ages of four and sixteen years; and we further
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certify, that said Town has raised the sum of dollars, for the sup-
port ofCommon Schools for the current year, including only the wages
and board of Teachers, and fuel for the schools.

| School Committee.

ss.

On this day of , personally appeared the above named School
Committee of the Town of , and made oath that the above
Certificate by them subscribed, is true.

Justice of the Peace.Before me,

3
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( B. )

Boston, March 9, 1840.

I very much regretted that you could not have joined us in the visit,
to which you refer, in your note of this morning, to the Normal school
at Lexington. I spent the day with more pleasure than I ever before
received from a similar examination.

I had, as you know, high expectations of the effect of special in-
struction in the preparation of teachers. But what I saw far surpassed
what I had expected. The kind of instruction given as to the prepara-
tion to be made by a teacher, the branches to be taught, the methods of
teaching, and the modes of influencing and governing pupils, were
such as might have been expected from a long, enlightened and well
directed experience. But the facility with which these were communi-
cated surprised me, and the interest in the pursuit which I found to
have been excited, was such as I never before witnessed.

The establishment consists of two departments, the proper Normal
school, made up of the future teachers, and the Model school, con-
taining children from the neighborhood, to be instructed according to
the most approved methods.

In the former, there were about 24 young ladies of from 16 to 24
years of age, coming from almost as many different schools, and hav-
ing therefore experience of almost as many different modes of teaching
and governing. This school had been in operation but little more than
half a year, and several of the young ladies had been there only a few
weeks. Yet lam confident from what I saw of their modes of teach-
ing, that those individuals will show the effects of those few weeks of
special instruction, all the remainder of their lives. They can never
teach in the blind and lifeless way in which thousands of elementary
schools are taught.

And if the spirit which I saw exhibited, may be taken as an indica-
tion of the influence which would be exerted in a longer course, I will
say, without hesitation, that so amply qualified teachers are not now to

be found in the elementary schools of the state, as would be formed,,
among the individuals now at the school, by a full course of instruc-
tion, such as is designed.

Dear Sir
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In the Normal school, the object seemed to be, for 1 have had no op-
portunity of learning what arc the intentions of the principal, first, to
give great thoroughness in those branches which are of the greatest
importance in the common elementary schools, such as Reading, Writ-
ing, Arithmetic, &c :—next, to add those studies which would give an
acquaintance with the minds and characters of children, just as, in an
agricultural school we should expect to see communicated an acquaint-
ance with plants, and the nature of soils, and lastly, to give some
knowledge of those principles of science on which children are almost
inquisitive, and with which, therefore, a well qualified teacher’s mind
should be amply stored.

These all were admirably well taught; and what was still better, the
pupils seemed to have imbibed, in a most remarkable degree, the zeal
and earnestness which are so essential to success in a teacher, and
which yet are so uncommon. This was evidenced, by the readiness of
their answers, the clearness of their explanations, and the interest with
which they engaged in the discussions, and still more by the life that
had been communicated to the model school below.

In this latter, which may be considered as the test of the success
with which the operations of the upper school are managed, I listened,
with still greater interest, to the manner in which questions were put
and answered, the object of which was to excite the attention of the
children to the meaning of what they were reading. There was noth-
ing of the listlessness of manner, and monotony of tone which are so
often observed, and often so inevitable, in common schools. The same

was observable in the answers given to questions on the elements of
geography, and on grammar ; very thorough instruction had evidently
been given—The children had been made clearly to comprehend what
they had been taught—Yet they occasionally made mistakes, enough to
show that their own minds were at work, and, of course, sometimes
going wrong.

In this school, the great objects in view, seemed to be to ascertain and
impart the best modes of teaching the art of reading intelligently, dis-
tinctly, and naturally,—of communicating the elements of grammar,
arithmetic, and geography,—of bringing the mind into complete and
cheerful activity in making these acquisitions,—of acquiring the art of
governing by gentleness and without resort to violence,—and of im-
parting the love of order, quiet, and regularity. In all these respects
the success had already been signal.

The Model school is only under the genera! superintendence of the
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master. For the greater part of the time it is left to the care of the
young ladies, who all have the charge of it in turn. I have never be-
fore seen little children so completely under the right influence of
their teachers, so fully awake; I never saw so little of mere mechanic-
al teaching, or greater activity of the faculties of the mind.

I have mentioned some of the advantages of continuing this process
of preparing teachers. It would be easy to enlarge upon them.

Great benefits have been experienced from meetings of teachers for
mutual consultation. The Normal school has all the advantages of a
continued meeting, with the opportunity of testing, at once, all sug-
gestions made.

It is usually the case that a teacher is familiarly acquainted with only
one mode of managing a school. This may be a bad one. Others
may suggest themselves to him, but it would be altogether impractica-
ble for him to test their excellence. But in the Normal school he has
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with a great variety of meth-
ods and taking from among them that which he most approves.

I can hardly express to you the great satisfaction which I derived
from this visit. The only draw-back was an apprehension, lest, from
the entire devotion of the teacher, and the intense interest excited in
the pupils, the health of both should suffer.

If there is any danger that this most valuable establishment should
be discontinued, 1 would recommend to you to lake the earliest oppor-
tunity to make it a visit, or you will lose a pleasure which may not

again be presented.

GEORGE B. EMERSON.

South Boston, March 9, 1840,
Mb. Greene,

Sir :—I have received your note, in which you ask
my opinion of the Normal School at Lexington, and I cheerfully com-

ply with your request.
I can express my opinion the more confidently, because I have more

than once visited the school; because I have examined the pupils in
their various branches of study ; and because I have had other oppor-
tunities of knowing the principles of the system of instruction.

I am very truly yours
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In common with others, I entertained some theoretical objections to
Normal Schools, as carried on by European governments, for I have
personally witnessed the serious abuses to which they are subject in
Prussia, but none of those objections can apply to the establishment at
Lexington.

It has been in my power to examine many schools in this country,
and in various parts of the world, but I am free to declare that, in my
opinion, the best school I ever saw, in this or any other country, is the
Normal School at Lexington.

The discipline of the school is perfect; the pupils regard their
teacher with profound respect, yet tender affection; their interest in
their studies is deep and constant; their attainments are of a high or-

der ; and they thoroughly understand every subject as far they go.
But not for these things do I give this school the preference; for

others in this country and in Europe may equal it in these respects ;

but I prefer it because the system of instruction is truly philosophical ;

because it is based upon the principle that the young mind hungers and
thirsts for knowledge, as the body does for food ; because it makes the
pupils not merely recipients of knowledge, but calls all their faculties
into operation to attain it themselves ;—and finally, because relying
upon the higher and nobler parts of the pupil’s nature, it rejects all ad-
dresses to bodily fears, and all appeals to selfish feelings.

I have said, Sir, that the pupils were thoroughly acquainted with
the various branches of an English education, as far as they advanced
in them, and that they bore well a very severe examination ; but this is
faint praise, for a teacher may cause a class to make very great intel-
lectual attainments, by pursuing a system which nevertheless is ru-
inous to the moral nature of his pupils.

But at the Lexington school, the moral nature is as much cultivated
as the intellectual, and the training of each goes on at the same time.

There is one point of view, however, in which this school particu-
larly interested me, and in which it presented a beautiful moral spec-
tacle, the memory of which will dwell long in my mind—it was the
fact that every pupil seemed impressed with a deep sense of the impor-
tance of the calling which she was to follow; they seemed to feel that
at least the temporal weal or woe of hundreds of human beings might
be dependent upon the fidelity with which they should perform their
duty as teachers. Consequently every one was desirous of becoming
acquainted with the philosophy of mind ; and they received such ex-
cellent instruction, that they seemed to understand the various springs
and incentives to action which exist in the child’s bosom.
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To me, sir, it was delightful, to see that they were becoming ac-
quainted with the nature of the children’s mind, before they undertook
to manage them, and that they would not, like other teachers, have to
learn at the children’s expense.

Perhaps, Sir, you like myself, may have suffered in boyhood under
some usher, who was learning his trade by experimenting upon you, as
the barber’s apprentice learns to shave upon the chins of his mas-

ter’s less favored customers; and if you have ever been a teacher, you
may look back with bitter regret upon the course you followed during
the first years of your practice.

Some of the very best teachers I have ever known, have confessed
that when they commenced, they had no more idea of the real nature
of their employment, than a cabin boy has of navigation. Would not
the merchant be called mad who should give the direction of his vessel
to a young man who had never been at sea, and who knew none of the
ropes of the ship ; but is it not greater madness to commit a school to
one who knows nothing of the springs of action in the human mind,
and who may cause moral shipwreck and destruction to all under his
charge.

But this is a subject so completely set at rest in the mind of every
enlightened philanthropist, that it would be a work of supererogation
to urge any more considerations upon you.

I will only repeat to you, what I have said to others, that if instead
of the twenty-five teachers who will go out from the Normal school at
Lexington—there could go out over the length and breadth of Massa-
chusetts, five hundred like them to take charge of the rising genera-
tion, that generation would have more reason to bless us, than if we
should cover the whole State with rail-roads like a spider’s web, and
bring physical comforts to every man’s door, and leave an overflowing
treasury to divide its surplus among all the citizens.

With much respect, truly yours

SAMUEL G, HOWE,






