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Among the Bills and Resolves which have been received at
the Secretary’s Office, there are certain Resolutions of the two
Houses, entitled, “ Resolves concerning the denial by the
United States House of Representatives of the right of peti-
tion ;

” “ Resolves concerning the duty on salt and the bounty
to fishing vessels ;

” “ Resolves concerning a national bankrupt
law,” and “ Resolves relating to slavery, and the slave trade,
and the admission of new states into the Union.”

The mode of transmitting the acts of the two houses, does
nor indicate those upon which it is desired or expected that the
Governor should exercise his revising power. This is left to
be inferred from the nature of the acts themselves. Many
declaratory resolves have heretofore been passed, without re-
ceiving the revision of the Chief Magistrate.

Although the Constitution provides that “ no bill or resolve ”

“ shall become a law, and have force as such,” until it shall
have been laid before the Governor for hisrevisal, and although
this revision seems to partake of the nature of legislation, yet
I believe the Governor is never deemed a part of the Legisla-
ture. Ihe manner of choosing electors of President and Vice
President, uas been directed by the concurrent act of the two
Houses, without the approval of the Governor; and United
States’ Senators are always so chosen. Both these are required
to be done by the Legislature. The power to revise, implies
the power to negative, and an Executive veto of an expression
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of the opinions or of the instructions of the Legislature, would
seem to be unjustifiable and unauthorized.

These resolutions do not prescribe any rules of action to be
enforced, nor do they assume to have the force of laws. And
whether they are declarations of the will, or opinion of the
Legislature, or advice, or instructions to our Senators and
Representatives in Congress, they do not, in my opinion, fall
within my province of revision. And should 1 attempt to
add to their force or validity, by giving to them my official
sanction, I think it would be an assumption of power not dele-
gated to me.

Although precluded from giving an official opinion upon
these Resolves, I will avail myself of the occasion to declare
my deep conviction of the unrighteousness of slavery, and my
readiness to co-operate in any measures which are just and
right in themselves, consistent with the national and state Con-
stitutions, and calculated to relieve any portion of the human
family who are held in bondage. No member of either house
holds the right of petition more sacred than I do, or is more
ready to maintain it. The measures of Congress referred to in
the first named resolutions, tend to inflame rather than allay
excitement, and are in my opinion inexpedient and unjust; and
were I in a situation to act upon them, I should deem it my
duty to oppose them in the most effectual manner in my
power.

Being uncertain whether the two Houses desired, or ex-
pected that these Resolves should receive the revision of the
Governor, I have thought that a proper respect for them, re-
quired that I should communicate to them the reasons why
these Resolves will not be found in the list of Acts and Re-
solves which have become laws, and inform them that I have
in compliance with their request, directed the Secretary to
transmit copies of them to each of the Senators and Repre-
sentatives of the State in the Congress of the United States.

C Council Chamber,j March 24, 1840.

MARCUS MORTON.
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House of Representatives, March 24th, 1840.

The Special Committee to whom was referred the Message
this day received from His Excellency the Governor, res-
pecting certain resolutions of the two branches of the Legis-
lature, have considered the same, and respectfully

That the general practice has been for the Governor to ex-
press his approval of resolutions passed by the Legislature, in-
dicating its opinions upon important questions.

An examination, such as the Committee have been able to
make, with the assistance of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, has disclosed the fact, that such resolutions have been
uniformly approved by the Governor for the last fifteen years,
and with three exceptions, for twice that period. Your Com-
mittee believe, that the Constitution does not require the Gov-
ernor to approve such doings of the Legislature, or to return
them with his objections, it being silent on the subject. But,
we believe, the Governor has the same right to signify officially
his approval of resolutions passed by the Legislature, which the
latter has to adopt them. The right has never been doubted,
hitherto, but has been exercised, so far as we can learn, by all
the predecessors of His Excellency, without complaint by the
Legislature or by the people. The approval of the “ Supreme
Executive Magistrate” gives to the expression of sentiment by
the Legislature additional weight, by the sanction of his high
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official station. It is therefore happy for the Commonwealth,
when the concurrent views of the Legislature and of the Execu-
tive, on subjects of vital importance, are unitedly and harmoni-
ously expressed. Yet, whenever the Governor dissents from
the Legislature, in matters of opinion merely, not terminating
in action, he has an undoubted right to withhold his approval.

The Committee recommend that no action of the House be
had on the message.

CHARLES ALLEN, Chairman.

order of the Committee.


