
HOUSE No. 13.

RESOLVES
Concerning the Mexican War.

Resolved, That the present war was begun unnecessarily,
and, therefore, criminally, by the president of the United
States.

Resolved, That the motive which led our government into
the present war, appears to be the same which led to the an-
nexation of Texas, —the desire of more slave territory.

Resolved, That the acquisition of territory by conquest, is at
war with the spirit of our institutions; that the acquisition of
territory for slavery, by conquest or otherwise, is national guilt.

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this legislature, had there
been a sincere desire for peace on the part of the president, it
might have been obtained, at the conference in September last,
between the Mexican and American commissioners, on terms,
covering the original ground of difference between the two na-
tions ; and that it was in consequence of the demand, on the
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part of the president, of the dismemberment of Mexico, to an
extent humiliating to her national pride, that the war was
renewed.

Resolved, therefore, That, in the opinion of this legislature,
whatever may have been the cause or object of the war, the
president is responsible for its continuance beyond September
last, for the purpose of compelling Mexico to cede us more of
her territory than her duty to her citizens, or her national honor,
would permit.

Resolved
,
That we are opposed to continuing the war to ob-

tain indemnification for its expenses, and also to acquiring, by
conquest, territory, as an indemnity for the claims of our citi-
zens on the Mexican government.

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress, at its present ses-
sion, to prescribe the purposes for which the war shall be car-
ried on ; and that, in the opinion of this legislature, the utmost
the president should insist on, as terms of peace, is the posses-
sion of the proper territory of Texas; that the desert between
the Nueces and the Rio Grande be the boundary of Texas; and
that Mexico pay, or give us security for, the just claims of our
citizens on the Mexican government.

Resolved
, That, if the object of the administration be the ab-

sorption of Mexico into the United States, the project has our
unqualified reprobation.

Resolved, That we needed not the battles fought, during the
war in Mexico, to establish the superiority of our arms, nor our
victories there, to illustrate the skill, valor, and devotion, of our
countrymen ; for Massachusetts would be the last to doubt that,
in a just war, our country could stand against the world in
arms.

Resolved ,
That we deem it fit again to declare, that Massa-

chusetts is unwavering in her resistance to the aggressions of
the slave power, though it has so long ruled in our national
councils, dictated our national policy, and triumphed in the
annexation of Texas, and the war with Mexico.


