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House of Representatives April 18, 1848.

The undersigned, a minority of the Joint Standing Commit-
tee on Education, dissenting from the views reported by the
majority of said committee, touching the petitions of the sev-
eral colleges in the Commonwealth, for aid from the school
fund, beg leave to submit their views in the following

The petitioners ask, that the school fund, now limited, by
statute, to one million of dollars, be permitted to accumulate,
till it amounts to a million and a half; and, that the extra half-
million be appropriated, as a permanent special fund, for the
benefit of the colleges now established in the Commonwealth.

In the outset, we distinctly disclaim all feelings of hostility
towards thepetitioners, or the institutions which they represent.

We regard colleges as sustaining a highly important relation
to the great work of popular education, and, in the progress of
the arts and sciences, as indispensable. The wisdom of our
ancestors, in establishing colleges and academies, in connection
with elementary schools, and making legislative provision for
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their maintenance, must commend itself to every intelligent
friend of education.

And the policy hitherto pursued by the legislature of this
Commonwealth, in fostering, with a liberal hand, “the interests
of literature and the sciences, and all seminaries of them,”—a
system which has been productive of such incalculable benefit
to all classes, —which has secured for Massachusetts so proud a
preeminence’among the states of the Union, —we hope and trust
will never be abandoned.

Notwithstanding, we are opposed to granting the prayer of
the petitioners, for (he following considerations, viz ;

1. Wo do not believe, with the memorialists, that the legisla-
ture has made ample provision for elementary instruction.

There are, in the Commonwealth, about thirty-five hundred
school districts, and more than two hundred thousand children,
between the ages of four and sixteen—four fifths of whom, at
least, will receive their entire education in the district schools.

From the reports of the secretary of the Board of Education,
we learn that, in 1846, trot more than eighty of these schools
were furnished with an artificial globe, and about the same
number, with maps for common use, and that more than three
hundred were without even a blackboard.

Furthermore: it is matter of public notoriety, that a large
portion of the district schoolhouses in this Commonwealth, are
ill adapted to the purposes for which they were designed ; that,
in locating them, little regard seems to have been had to conve-
nience, to health, to correct taste, or good morals; that, in their
construction, much less attention has been paid to the laws of
animal life, to the physical well-being of the children of the
Commonwealth, than intelligent husbandmen ordinarily exer-
cise, in providing shelter for their domestic brute animals.

But the evils resulting from comfortless, incommodious, and
unhealthy schoolhouses, felt and acknowledged as it is, in
almost every town in the Commonwealth, is trifling, compared
with the loss sustained from want of a supply of competent
teachers.

Dr. Humphrey, for many years president of Amherst Col-
lege, and who has enjoyed peculiar opportunities for becoming
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acquainted with the wants both of colleges and common schools,
remarks: —•

“It cannot be concealed that our schools are suffering
for want of better-qualified instructors. Very few of our
teachers have been systematically educated for the profession.
By far the greater number have never enjoyed the advantages
of thorough professional training, at all. They have been left
to educate themselves as best they could, and that mainly by
the process of experience, in teaching.

“ The annual reports of the school committees, from all parts
of the Commonwealth, are alarmingly instructive on this sub-
ject. They complain that his impossible to have good schools,
for want of good teachers.

“ Many who offer themselves for examination, are deficient in
every thing; in spelling, in reading, in penmanship, in geogra-
phy, in grammar, and in common arithmetic. The demand
for competent teachers is great, and it is increasing.”

We deem it unnecessary to say anything of the importance
to the cause of education, in all its departments, of having
well-qualified teachers for all the public schools.

Let but the same policy be adopted here as in other depart-
ments of industry, and the evils complained of will vanish.
Our blacksmith, our carpenter, our tailor, must each be a work-
man. The surveyor, the chemist, the physician, and the law-
yer, must need have the reputation of being learned and skilful,
or starve.

Why should we require less of those who propose to teach
our children—to shape and fashion the physical, intellectual,
and moral being for usefulness and happiness 1

If, in the economy and progress of human society, there be
one relation more sacred than another,—one avocation more
responsible, more dignified,—we believe it to be that of the
teacher.

Hence, the obligation, the imperative necessity, if we would
secure an ample supply of qualified and faithful teachers, of
making adequate provision for such, and strewing in their paths
inducements to fidelity.

To the teacher of the common school is entrusted the manage-
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ment, to a very great extent, of the public mind, at a period
when, of all others, it is most plastic—most impressible. Upon
his skilfulness or unskilfulness depends, in a great measure, the
moral and intellectual character of those entrusted to him, who
in turn will impress their ideas upon other minds; and thus the
influences of the schoolroom will be felt long after their au-
thor shall have passed beyond the reach of praise or censure.

In the threenormal schools, which, thanks to the munificence
of a private individual, who has given repeated evidence of his
devotion to the cause of popular education, have been estab-
lished and are now in successful operation, there are, on an ave-
rage, one hundred and fifty persons, male and female, pursuing
a course of study preparatory for teaching, and pledged to
teach in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Allowing that one hundred teachers graduate from the nor-
mal schools annually,—to supply the thirty-five hundred district
schools, in the Commonwealth, with educated teachers, would
require thirty-five years, —a period exceeding the average age
of man, and triple, if not quadruple, the average term of ser-
vice for faithful teachers.

If we may judge from the appropriations made, and the pat-
ronage given to these normal schools, we must regard it as the
settled policy of the Commonwealth to supply her schools with
regularly educated teachers.

And, from the favor with which the graduates of these semi-
naries have been received in the community,-—the avidity with
which their services have been sought for,—we feel warranted
in the assertion, that the ■people will be satisfied with nothing
short of “systematically educated teachers;” and that they
would prefer that the proceeds of the public lands be appro-
priated, first of all, to this object.

That colleges and academies, as at present conducted, can
meet the wants of the public in this respect, we deny.

In an address, pronounced by a member of the Board of Ed-
ucation, (found in House Document No. 1, 1847',) we find these
words; “It has been thought advisable, that the means for the
education of teachers should be provided in our colleges and
universities. But no one supposes that teachers can be edu-
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cated there, without some change, both in the expenses and in
the mode of teaching. A change in one particular alone, would
be productive of no beneficial result. If, for instance, the ex-
penses should be diminished, and if, indeed, those persons who
profess to devote themselves to the business of teaching, were to
be supported wholly at the public expense, there would still re-
main the objection, that the course of studies pursued at these in-
stitutions, with a view to the learned professions, is not the one
best adapted for the creation of a sympathy with the mind of a
child; and, on the other hand, if the required changes were
made in the course of instruction, there are few districts which
would feel themselves able to employ a teacher so expensively
educated.”

In the same document, we find the following language used
by another member of the present Board of Education :

“ The
colleges have no teachers’ department, and do not pretend to
qualify graduates, or under-graduates, for common-school mas-
ters. It is no disparagement to some of the best classical schol-
ars, to say that they are not fit for common-school masters.
They are above the employment, but not equal to it. Experi-
ence abundantly proves, that many, who go from college halls
to try their hand in district schoolhouses, arc greatly surpassed
by some who never saw a college in their lives; and if it were
the main object of a collegiate education, to furnish school mas-
ters, every one must see how inadequate would be the supply.”

If this destitution, which every intelligent friend of educa-
tion must admit to exist, cannot be remedied by the colleges,—
nor by their auxiliaries, the academies, —whither shall we look,
but to the normal schools 1 And to what purpose can the dis-
posable funds of the state be better applied than in the multi-
plication of these seminaries, till every district school shall be
supplied ?

We ought not to omit here to mention, that provision has
been made by the legislature for defraying the expenses of
Teachers’ Institutes,—gatherings of teachers to listen, for a few
days only, to the instructions of those, who have themselves
been taught in the school of experience.

During the last two years, institutes have occasionally been
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held in different parts of the state , and this is now, we believe,
generally regarded as a very efficient and economical auxiliary
in the work of education.

Districts which raise fifteen dollars, and, with certain limita-
tions, thirty, and even forty-five, for the procurement of a school
library, are authorized to draw upon the treasury of the state
for a like sum, for the same object. But a small number, com-
paratively, have availed themselves of this privilege.

There is also now annually distributed to the several towns,
which comply with the requisitions of the statutes, so much of
the income of the funded portion of the Massachusetts School
Fund as remains, after paying the specific appropriations which,
from time to time, are made from the same.

This amounted, in 1847, to seventeen and cents for every
person between four and sixteen years of age.

The aggregate, then, of the state’s appropriations annually,
for elementary instruction, may thus be summed up in round
numbers;
Amount divided among the towns, ... $35,000
Appropriations for the normal schools, - - - 7,000
Teachers’ institutes and expenses of the board, - 4,000

Amounting in all to - $46,000
This, divided among two hundred thousand pupils, for whose

education it is made the duty of the legislature to provide,
gives to each child twenty-three cents per annum !

In view of these facts, wc are utterly unable to conceive how
the memorialists could arrive at the conclusion, that “ the pro-
vision for elementary education seems to be all that can be de-
sired.”

All that can be desired ! Not more than one in a hundred of
the district schools furnishes its pupils with instruction neces-
sary to fit for college; and probably not more than one in
fifty provides competent tuition, in any but the elementary
branches of an English education. And this is “all that can be
desired.”

The undersigned are free to confess that they have not yet-
learned so to moderate their desires.
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2d. We are opposed to the prayer of the petitioners, from a
belief that the grant prayed for would be partial in its operation.

We regard the funds of the state as the property of the whole
people. The poor man, not in possession of a rod of ground,
or a roof to shelter him from the storm, has a claim upon the
state domain equal to that of his rich neighbor, and greater
even, if, as is often the case, he has more of the poor man’s
blessings,—children.

Consequently, in appropriations for educational purposes, the
legislature is bound to recognize this parity of claims upon the
resources of the government, and so to dispense its favors, that
all classes shall alike be blessed.

From this policy, which, we are happy to believe, has char-
acterized the legislative action of the Commonwealth from the
very commencement of its history, and which has given to the
free-school system of Massachusetts its world-wide renown, we
trust they may never be induced so far to depart, as to make
appropriations for the exclusive benefit of classes in the com-
munity,—or to adopt a system of partial legislation on the
subject of education.

That such has been the effect of appropriations heretofore
made to the colleges and academies, in this Commonwealth, we
do not believe. These institutions, as we have before remarked,
are indispensable to a complete system of instruction; and our
predecessors acted wisely in, from time to time, making liberal
appropriations for the endowment and support of these semi-
naries of learning.

But when called upon to set aside, for the exclusive use of
the three colleges, with an average ofbut six hundred students,
—not more than one half of whom, belonging to the state, are
entitled to the benefit of its funds,—a sum equal to one half the
amount appropriated to the thirty-jive hundred district schools,
with their hco hundred thousandpupils, all children of the state,
and entitled to the full benefit, the free enjoyment, ofall her edu-
cational means, we doubt,—we are unable to reconcile this mea-
sure with the doctrine of equal rights, or with what we believe
to be the settled policy of the government.

Should the prayer of the petitioners be granted, making no



8 [April,HARVARD COLLEGE, ETC.

mention of the hundreds of thousands of dollars, given by the
state, with which grounds have been purchased, commodious
and beautiful edifices erected, rare and valuable apparatus, —

scientific specimens and libraries procured,—each college stu-
dent will receive as much aid from the bounty of the state as
three hundred and thirty-three other persons who, from poverty
or some other cause, are compelled to finish their education in a
district school.

3. We have yet to learn, that enriching colleges, tends to
cheapen education.

Harvard College has received more pecuniary aid than any
other literary institution in New England.

Prior to 1826, it had received, in grants from the state,
$216,000; and, from the treasurer’s report for 1847, we learn,
that, exclusive of “the college buildings, with the library,” (of
ninety thousand volumes,) “ and other property contained in
them, belonging to the college, and the grounds under and ad-
joining the same, which have no fixed pecuniary value attach-
ed to them,” the institution has property to the amount of
$784,202 87.

Yet, with these resources, —this, as it seems to us, liberal en-
dowment,-—the expenses of a collegiate education, at Cam-
bridge, are greater, we believe, than at any other college in
New England.

We learn from the catalogues that
The regular annual charge at Amherst, is - $42 00

do do do at Williamstown, 40 00
do do do at Cambridge, 00 00

We shall, doubtless, be told that the advantages enjoyed are
correspondingly greater.

Such they should be, but not at the expense of the student—
for the state has more than defrayed the extra cost.

While we would have the teacher liberally rewarded, and al-
low such a division of labor as would secure the best instruc-
tion in the various departments of learning, we believe that
literary men, like others, need incentives to action; and that,
to secure the greatest amount of usefulness, they should neither
be removed beyond the reach of want nor made entirely inde-
pendent of popular opinion.
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If correctly informed, in the German universities, which will
probably not suffer by comparison with those of any other
country, the pecuniary compensation of teachers depends main-
ly upon their ability and fidelity.

We would by no means question the faithfulness, or the
ability, of the gentlemen who fill professorships in our colleges,
or the wisdom of the policy hitherto pursued.

We would simply raise the question, whether, judging from
the past, we are warranted in the belief that a permanent addi-
tional income, of thirty thousand dollars annually, will be likely
to accommodate the course of instruction, and the usages of our
colleges, to the means and the wants of the middling class in the
Commonwealth, —a class which furnishes a very large majority
of the laboring men, in all the professions and useful avoca-
tions in society ; or, by making its officers more independent of
popular will, remove a college education still farther from the
reach of all but a favored few.

4. Hence we infer, that a princely endowment of colleges is
not the most direct mode of promoting the cause of popular
education.

We have before remarked that we regard colleges as essen-
tial to a complete system of popular instruction. These, how-
ever, occupy a subordinate place—mere auxiliaries in the great
work of educating the people.

In the elaborate report of the majority, from whom we regret
that we feel compelled to differ on this subject, these institutions
are represented as centres , around which the whole system re-
volves,—as luminaries, upon which the elementary schools are
dependent for light and warmth. To our minds it appears obvious
that the natural order is here inverted—that the elementary
schools are the real founlu'ms of popular wisdom,—that they are
the gentle rills whose silent but perennial flow fertilizes and im-
parts vitality to the popular mind, and thus furnishes the only
aliment upon which academies and colleges can subsist.

A corrupt fountain cannot send forth pure water. Would
you then clarify and purify the stream, go to its fountains.
And if you would increase the quantity, as well as improve the
quality, of its waters, instead of causing a torrent to flow into its

9.
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mouth
, permit a gentle shower to descend upon the whole region,

whose limpid waters, having moistened and fertilized the soil,
will at length he poured, by a thousand gurgling streamlets,
into its swollen channel.

That truth is eliminated,—that mathematical and metaphys-
ical propositions are reduced to scholastic form,—that the inter-
ests of literature, the arts and sciences, are promoted, and impor-
tant facts, the result of long and patient investigation, are
brought within reach, and adapted to the capacities of all
classes, by the colleges, we readily admit. Neither will it be
denied, that a large portion of those who have distinguished
themselves as statesmen, as philosophers, as artists, poets and
benefactors, have never enjoyed the benefits of academical edu-
cation. And of those who have shone with greatest brilliancy
in college halls, and subsequently been most distinguished in the
useful walks of life, a very large portion, we believe, have im-
bibed the first inklings of knowledge, have caught the first
glimpse of the hill of science, in the district school.

We would no more say, therefore, that the colleges are the
fountains of popular wisdom, than that the Connecticut sus-
tains that relation to its tributaries, because, forsooth, its wa-
ters, after being poured into the bosom of the ocean, ascend in
the form of vapor, and subsequently fall in showers to swell
the waters of these tributaries.

It is obvious that our fathers regarded public free schools as
the foundation upon which their favorite university must rest.
In 1642, six years after they had founded Cambridge College, a
law was enacted providing for public instruction in the colony
of Massachusetts Bay. In 1647, another act was passed. In
1692, still ampler provision was made for the diffusion of learn-
ing through the community. Again, in 1701, we find them
legislating upon the same subject.

It cannot be denied that colleges do exert a reflux influence
upon common schools ; but they borrow far more than they
lend.

They could no more exist without common schools, than he
stomach without the aid of the other organs.

The history of colleges in our country establishes this fact
conclusively.
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What has become of the many richly endowed colleges and
universities, in those states where the school master had not
been 7 Just so far as the common-school system has been
sustained in a healthy condition, colleges have flourished.
Beyond this, they have either drooped and died, or are
now waiting, in a state of hybernation, the approach of their
natural allies.

To make, therefore, liberal appropriations to the colleges, to
the neglect of the common schools,—-richly to endow the former,
at the expense of the latter,—the very thing which the petition-
ers ask,—is not consistent, we believe, with a sincere desire to
promote the true interests of collegiate education.

5. We oppose the prayer of the petitioners, because we deem
it premature. Fouryears, at least, must elapse before the sum at
which the school fund is limited will be reached. Why should
the legislature at this time be called upon to enact a prospect-
ive law, which will not begin to take effect till 1852 ; and that
too, when so many exigencies may arise, which would induce
the government to adopt a different course 7

Does an exigency now exist, which warrants such legisla-
tion 7 May not this subject with safety be left to those who
may come after us, and may have funds at their disposal, as
we have not 7 Will not the effect of granting the prayer of the
petitioners be to limit the appropriations of the state for educa-
tional purposes, for many years to come, to the sum now
doled out to the common schools? Will it not effectually close
the treasury of the Commonwealth against all additional wants

ease of population, and the daily
of popular education? Are the
in view of the rapid march of

which may originate in the inc
growing interest in the cans'
people of this Commonwealth
improvement in every thing which tends to elevate and improve
the condition of man, ready to say to the children of succeed-
ing generations, Thus far, through our instrumentality, and with
our consent, shall ye come, and no farther !

However much wo might be disposed to make appropriations
in aid of the colleges, under other circumstances and at another
time, we oppose this prayer now as inopportune

The praises of popular education are in the mouths ofall; but
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we have reason to fear that its importance is but partially ap-
preciated.

The statesman who neglects the intellectual and moral wants
of those for whom he legislates, we regard as no less a madman
than was he who thought to chain the waters of the Helle-
spont.

Our freedom will prove our bane unless thepeople, the original
source of all power, are so far enlightened as to exercise the va-
rious functions of power aright.

“Universal suffrage,” says a popular writer, “is either a
blessing or a curse, according to circumstances.

“ It is a blessing to a nation whose citizens use it with intelli-
gence ; it would be a curse to any people so far wanting in that
attribute as to allow themselves to be made the tools of ambi-
tious demagogues.”

We have but one alternative,—it is either the diffusion of
knowledge among the people, the enlightening and purifying of
the whole mass, or despotism.

Wo trust the policy of Massachusetts will continue the same
as heretofore ; that while “it shall be the duty of legislators,
and magistrates, in all future"periods of this Commonwealth, to
cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all semi-
naries of them,” it may be their special aim to nourish with a
liberal hand, and to watch with a vigilant eye, the interests of
the public free schools.

By these considerations, we are induced most respectfully to
recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their
petitions.

R. B. HUBBARD,
SAM’L WARNER, Jr.


