
HOUSE No. 162.

[Reported by the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT

Concerning the Harbors of New Bedford and Fair-
haven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The lines hereinafter described, are
2 hereby established as the lines of the channels of the
3 harbors of New Bedford and Fairhaven, beyond
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4 which no wharf or pier shall ever hereafter be ex
5 tended into and over the tide-water of the Common
6 wealth.

Sect. 2. The lines for the harbor of New Bed-
ford commence at a point near the Smoking Rocks,
to find which, measure from the south side of South
Street, eight hundred and twenty-seven feet in the
east line of South Water Street ; thence easterly, at
right angles with the east line of South Water Street,
seventeen hundred and fifty-three feet, to the afore-
said point of commencement ; thence, in a line
northerly until it intersects a line drawn easterly,
by the north face of Merrell’s Wharf, two hundred
feet from the head of said wharf, and thirteen hun-
dred and twenty feet from the east line of said street;
thence, in a line northerly, until it intersects a line
drawn by the north line of Central Wharf, twenty
feet easterly from the present head of said wharf,
which point of intersection will be seven hundred
and seventy-four feet easterly of the east line of
North Water Street; thence, a line northerly, to the
northeast corner of the south spur of Rotche’s Wharf,
seven hundred and thirty-five feet easterly of the
east line of said street ; thence, a line to the north-
east corner of Hazzard’s Wharf, five hundred and
ninety-five feet easterly of said street; (hence, a
line to the northeast corner of Parker’s Wharf, thir-
ty-one feet southerly of the New Bedford and Fair-
haven Bridge ; thence, westerly, by the north face of
said wharf, ninety-one feet, to the head of the dock,
and four hundred and ninety-five feet easterly from
the east line of said North Water Street; thence, a
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30 line northerly, crossing the New Bedford and Fair-
-31 haven Bridge, to the southeast corner of Samuel Rod-
-32 man’s Wharf, and live hundred and fifty-nine feet
33 easterly of the east line of said street ; thence, a line
34 northerly, until it intersects a line drawn easterly by
35 the south side of the Railroad Wharf, eight hundred
36 and forty feet easterly of the east line of Orange
37 Street, and two thousand and fifty feet easterly of the
38 east line of Purchase Street ; thence, a line north-
-39 erly, until it intersects the north boundary line of
40 Benjamin Rodman’s farm, twenty-three hundred and
41 sixty feet easterly of the east line of county road,
42 and four hundred and fifty feet easterly from the
43 northeast corner of a sea-wall in said boundary line;
44 thence, a line northerly, until it intersects a line
45 drawn east, from a point two hundred and twenty-
-46 five feet northerly, from the south boundary line of
47 Ilaydon Coggeshall’s farm, in the east line of Coun-
-48 ty Street, twenty-seven hundred and twenty-five feet
49 east of the east line of said county road ; thence, a
50 line northerly, until it intersects the north boundary
51 line of said Coggeshall’s farm, as it passes said coun-
-52 ty road, twenty-six hundred feet easterly of the east
53 line of said road ; thence, a line northerly, until it
54 intersects a line drawn easterly, by the south bound-
-55 ary line of the public landing at Bellville, three
56 hundred and eighty feet easterly of the east line of
67 Bellville Road, leading to the head of Accushnet
58 River.

1 Sect. 3. The lines for the harbor of Fairhaven,
2 commence at a point six hundred and eighty feet
3 from the east line of Bellville Road, leading to the
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4 head of Accushnet River, on the New Bedford side,
5 and three hundred feet easterly of the last point in
6 the description of the limitation lines on the New
7 Bedford side ; thence, in a line southerly, until it
8 intersects the north boundary line of Willard Nye’s
9 farm, on the New Bedford side, and thirty-two hun-

10 dred feet easterly from the east line of county road,
11 in said New Bedford ; thence, a line southerly, until
12 it intersects the line which runs east from a point
13 two hundred and twenty-five feet north of the south
14 line of Haydon Coggeshall’s farm, four hundred and
15 fifty feet east of the limitation line established by
16 the preceding section, upon the New Bedford side ;

17 thence, a line southerly, until it intersects a line
18 drawn easterly by the north line of Pond Street, in
19 said New Bedford, twenty-seven hundred and seven-

-20 ty feet from the east line of Purchase Street ; thence,
21 a line in the direction of the west abutment of the
22 New Bedford and Fairhaven Bridge on Pope’s Isl-
-23 and, until it intersects a line drawn westerly by the
24 north line of a street running easterly by Bartholo-
-25 mew Taber’s house, in Fairhaven ; thence, easterly,
26 in said intersected line, to a point thirteen hundred
27 and sixty feet westerly of the wmst line of Main
28 Street, in said Fairhaven ; thence a line southerly,
29 to the east abutment of the aforesaid bridge on Fair-
-30 haven side, five hundred and fifty-nine feet westerly
31 of the west line of Main Street in said Fairhaven ;

32 thence, a line southerly, until it intersects a line
33 drawn westerly, by the south line of a street leading
34 to the river by Abner Pease’s house, nine hundred
35 and twenty feet westerly of the w'est line of Main
36 Street, in said Fairhaven ; thence, a line southerly,
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37 to the head of Delano’s Wharf, three hundred and
38 ten feet westerly of the west line of Water Street ;

39 thence, a line southerly, until it intersects a line cor-
-40 responding with the north side of the Old South
41 Wharf, and twenty feet westerly from the head of
42 said wharf, and eight hundred and twenty feet west-
-43 erly of the west line of Water Street ; thence, a
44 line southerly, parallel with Water Street, until it
45 intersects a line drawn westerly by the south side of
46 Central Wharf; thence, a line southerly and easler-
-47 ly, until it intersects a line drawn west from a point
48 five hundred feet northerly, from the corner of a
49 street leading down on William R. Rodman’s Wharf,
50 and nine hundred and thirty-five feet west, from the
51 west line of the road lending to the fort ; thence, a
52 line southerly, until it intersects a line drawn west
53 from the fort, and eight hundred and thirty feet west
54 from the west wall of said fort.

1 Sect. 4. The lines, beyond which no wharf or
2 pier shall be extended from Fish Island, commence at
3 the west abutment of the New Bedford and Fairhaven
4 Bridge, on said island, and at the north-west corner
5 thereof; thence, northerly, by the wall of the wharf,
6 one hundred feet; thence, a line at right angles with
7 said wall, westerly, one hundred feet; thence, a line
8 northerly, being one hundred feet westerly from the
9 north-west corner of said wall, to a point intersecting

10 a line at right angles, drawn from the north-east cor-
O O'

11 ner of the wall of said wharf; thence, by said line,
12 easterly, to the said north-east corner; thence, south-
-13 erly, by the face of said wharf, crossing the bridge, to

14 a point intersecting a line at right angles, drawn from
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15 a point in a line corresponding with the head of the
16 Pile Wharf, and one hundred and twenty feet easterly
17 o( the south-west corner of said wharf; thence, by
18 aforesaid line, to the point before named; thence, a
19 1ine northerly, to the south-west corner of Stone
20 Wharf, and by the face of the head of said wharf, to
21 the north-east corner; thence, by the wall of said
22 wharf, easterly, to a stone wall, and by said wall,
23 crossing the said bridge, to the place of beginning.

1 Sect. 5. The lines, beyond which no wharf or pier
2 shall be extended from Pope’s Island, commence at
3 the east abutment of the New Bedford and Fairhaven
4 Bridge, on said island, and at the north-east corner
5 thereof; thence a line, in direction of the south-east
6 corner of Railroad Wharf, seventeen hundred and
7 ninety-three and six-tenths feet; said line, continued,
8 intersects a line by the south side of the Railroad
9 Wharf, five hundred and forty feet easterly from the

10 east line of Orange Street; thence, a line westerly, at
11 an angle of one hundred and thirty degrees, five hun-
-12 drcd feet; thence, a line southerly and westerly, at
13 an angle of one hundred and forty-two degrees, nine
14 hundred and thirty feet; thence, crossing said bridge,
15 in a line southerly and easterly, at an angle of ninety-
-16 one degrees, sixteen hundred feet; thence, easterly,
17 a line at an angle of one hundred and twenty degrees,
18 twelve hundred and ten feet; thence, a line northerly
19 and easterly, at an angle of one hundred and thirty-

-20 one degrees, three hundred and ninety-six and eight
21 tenths feet, to the place of beginning, making an

22 angle of one hundred and six degrees with the line
23 first described.
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1 Sect. 6. The lines, beyond which no wharf or
2 pier shall be extended from Crow Island, commence
3 at a point thirteen hundred and forty feet westerly from
4 the west line of Water Street, in Fairhaven, and forty
5 feet north of the parallel of Centre Street; thence,
6 three hundred and sixty feet westerly, in said line ;

7 thence, a line northerly, at an angle of sixty-eight
8 degrees, ten hundred and sixty feet; thence, a line
9 easterly, at an angle of ninety degrees, seven hundred

10 and sixty feet; thence, a line southerly, at an angle of
11 ninety-five degrees, one hundred and eighty-nine feet;
12 thence, a line southerly, at an angle of one hundred and
13 forty-four degrees, eight hundred and fifty-nine and
14 six tenths feet, to the place of beginning, making an
15 angle of one hundred and forty-three degrees with the
16 line first described.
17 The said lines, thus described, are the lines reported
18 by a commissioner, under the resolve passed the eighth
19 of April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six,
20 “ relating to the survey of the harbor of New Bed-
-21 ford,” and by said commissioner drawn and defined
22 on a map by him taken, and deposited in the library
23 of the Commonwealth, duplicates of which have also
24 been deposited with the city authorities of New Bed-
-25 ford, and with the town clerk of Fairhaven.

1 Sect. 7. No wharf, pier, building, or incumbrance
2 of any kind, shall hereafter be extended beyond the
3 said lines, or either of them, into or over the tide-
-4 water in said harbors ; nor shall any wharf or pier,
5 which is now erected on the inner side of either of
6 said lines, be extended farther towards the said line
7 than such wharf or pier now stands, or than the same
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8 might have been lawfully enlarged or extended before
9 the passing of this act, without leave being first ob-

10 tabled from the legislature.

1 Sect. 8. Every person offending against the pro-
-2 visions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
-3 meaner, and shall be liable to be prosecuted therefor,
4 by indictment or information, in any court of compe-
-5 tent jurisdiction, and, on conviction, shall be punished
6 by a fine not less than one thousand dollars, nor more
7 than five thousand dollars, for every offence; and
8 any erection or obstruction, which shall be made con-
-9 trary to the provisions and intent of this act, shall be

10 liable to be removed and abated as a public nuisance,
11 in the manner heretofore provided for the removal
12 and abatement of nuisances on the public highway.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


